2008 Open Space
an
Recreation Plan



Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee:
Thom DeCoff

Beth Klemm

Jamie Perkins

George Saluto

David Saunders

Bruce Symmes

Joan Townley

Staff:
Susan Fletcher
Tali Kritzer

Kristan Tarricone



Section 1
PLAN SUMMARY

“A true conservationist is a man who knows that tkerld is not given by
his fathers, but borrowed from his children.”
~ John James Audubon



Building on the Past

The protection of undeveloped space and the establishment of recreational areas are vital
to the health of a community and the quality of life of its residents. The Town of Danvers
is fortunate in that it has recognized this importance over the years.

This is the sixth Open Space and Recreation Plan and its approach is both global and
focused. It builds on the work of the past 27 years by the Town’s administration and four
preceding Open Space and Recreation Task Forces. Past plans targeted various parcels,
creating a patchwork of building blocks throughout the Town. This plan was developed
by the Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee (OSRAC), a group established
based on a recommendation in the previous report. It expands upon and more specifically
defines the networks of open space including contiguous properties and greenbelts.

A New Neighborhood Focus

The 2008 Plan focuses, as before, on individual neighborhoods in the Town and takes
into consideration the various and unique needs of each. This approach requires both an
intimate understanding of each neighborhood’s unique characteristics as well as

consideration of existing resources. ldentifying specific needs and considering how these
needs may be addressed is included in this report.

Each member of OSRAC “walked” one of the neighborhoods comprised of West
Danvers, Hathorne, Putnamville, Northfield/Prep/Lindall Hill, Woodvale, East Danvers,
Danversport, South Central Danvers, and Danvers Square. This technique enabled
OSRAC to consider the town-wide survey of needs and strive to answer the question:
“What is established and what can be established here, in this neighborhood, to meet its
needs & goals?” Neighborhood residents representing all ages and interests attended
meetings to collect data and discuss the information.

Recommendations for the 2008 Plan

Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee

The creation of an Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee was
recommended to aid the Town Manager with the implementation of the goals,
objectives, and actions outlined in earlier plans. The Committee has and will
continue to provide constant advisement on open space and recreation issues and
will continue to serve as a resource for future open space and recreation plans,
acquisition, and management. Initial actions could be the development of for the
22-acre Choate Farm and management plans for the other Town-owned open
space parcels. The concept of a Stream Team is still, as yet, a concept that is
being discussed.

The Concept of Contiguous Green Space

- It is recommended that areas of protection be expanded by connecting already
existing open space parcels thus creating networks of contiguous green space and
increasing the accessibility of the lands for residents of Danvers. Computer-
generated maps enabled OSRAC to consider concepts that wove together patterns



of protected and unprotected plots into contigumssage areas” such as the Nike
Knoll, the Park-to-Clark Link, and Lebel's Crescémhich would greatly benefit
from the Town’s acquisition of Lebel's Grove). Awmerea called the Choate-
Putnamville Connector is also described in thisypRurthermore, the town-wide
survey reflected a significant interest in multeusails including use of existing
right-of-ways and easements. Second to the intefestulti-use trails was the
construction of an ice rink and a dog park. Theettgpment of new sports fields
for lacrosse, baseball, and other field sports m@sas highly supported as the
multi-use trail, ice rink and dog park. Providingcass through several
neighborhoods connecting all areas of the towrh&rd the concept of continuous
green spaces.

Protection and Enhancement of Unigue Resources

The continued protection and enhancement of ressuonique to Danvers is
highly recommended and emphasized by this plan @B&AC. Such unique

resources can be recognized in the concept ofdhe Rivers Estuaries, which is
comprised of over nine miles of waterfront along Waters, Crane, and Porter
Rivers. These, in turn, become the confluence efianvers River.

Improvement of Recreation Opportunities

It is recommended that the existing recreationallifees be expanded and
provisions for new recreation facilities be eststid as Town residents
overwhelmingly recommended in the most recent Ofgace survey. The
“neighborhood focus” of the Plan allowed OSRAC teview and identify
recreational needs specific to each neighborhobdir fecommendations include
a proposal for West Park, a neighborhood park istVZnvers where currently
no such park is provided and the expansion of ti ISeorge Park and Sandy
Beach Recreation Area, the only waterfront parlplipubeach, and multi-use
pathway in Danvers. The Plan also recommends kbieaTdown consider working
with privately-owned properties that hold sizablepén spaces”, such as the
Rebecca Nurse homestead and the former Danvers Btapital grounds, to
provide additional passive recreational areas.

Additional details on the process, methodology, aatbmmended actions are
presented in the subsequent sections of this Plan.

With this plan in hand, the Danvers can continuentontain its existing open space
in the same excellent condition as it has beenpaeskerve the level of protection that
the Town has been able to accomplish in the pastakyears.






Section 2
INTRODUCTION

"The conservationist's most important task, if weeato save the earth,
IS to educate.”
~ Peter Scott, founder chairman of the World Wildlife Federation



Statement of Purpose

An Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee agsointed by the Town
Manager as a recommendation of the 2001 Open Spatdrecreation Plan, the fifth
plan developed for the Town of Danvers. The missibthe Committee was to further
update and refine the Open Space and Recreationfétlahe Town by conducting an
inventory of its existing open space and recreafaeiiities and recommending strategies
for acquisition, use, and protection of open space conservation land. It also
recommends continued improvement, enhancement, delopment of existing
recreational facilities.

The Committee membership includes representativesm f the Conservation
Commission, Recreation Committee, Finance Committeéormer Town assessor, a
former Conservation Commission member, a businesgen and a member of a former
Open Space and Recreation Task Force.

Planning Process and Public Participation

The Committee initially met monthly to gather infeation and data. An extensive town-
wide survey was conducted by the Committee in Ndam2006 to gather specific input

from the Town residents on their perspectives afeni and future active and passive
recreational needs. This survey was mailed diretthall households and businesses
throughout town.

Results of the survey allowed the Committee to sssdbe use of existing public

properties and facilities within the Town and toingaput from residents on their

priorities for the Town with respect to open spaoe recreation, funding for protection
and property improvements, and any other open spexck recreation needs. The
Committee strongly felt that the survey was an irtgget component of the public

participation process because all Town residentsbarsiness owners were provided an
equal opportunity to supply input and participatwwas outstanding. The survey and its
results are discussed more specifically in Apperdof this Plan.

Data collection also involved dividing the Townarfour geographic regions, with each
region assigned to a two-member subcommittee. Tfamsgeregions were then further

divided into nine neighborhoods, which narrowed fieus and allowed the Committee

to inventory Town'’s existing resources and its efdm a more intimate perspective.

This also enabled the evaluation of the relatignfletween the neighborhoods and their
needs to each other, as well as to the Town aéewh

A public workshop was held for final public input the draft plan prior to submission to
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation ancre&on. After this public
workshop, the Committee finalized its recommendhstiand the various sections of the
Plan. These recommendations were then distributedsarious Town boards and
committees and made available to the public. Teemeendations were then formally
presented to the Board of Selectmen.

This 2008 Open Space and Recreation Plan is thé oc#ghis total process.



Section 3
COMMUNITY SETTING

“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, placgdayg in and pray in,

where nature may heal and give strength to body adl.”
~ John Muir



Regional Context

The Town of Danvers, located approximately 19 miesth of Boston, is one of the
communities comprising the North Shore of Massaettas Danvers’ central location
within the North Shore, its close proximity to tB&ies of Boston, Beverly, Salem, and
Peabody, and its intersection by a number of maigiway corridors has resulted in a
unique development pattern within the Town. Whitemenercial development in the
Town is concentrated along the highway corridord téoe shared borders of these other
municipalities, the remainder of Danvers is residgénThe Town’s historic rural and
agricultural character is still evident, in the th@rn portion of Danvers, which is closer
to the more rural communities within the North Shor

Danvers shares a number of resources with thesadnog communities. As mentioned
in Section 1, the Town has over nine miles of doestand is within the Salem Sound
watershed. The Ipswich River forms the westerlydeoffor the Town and this freshwater
resource is shared within the adjacent municigslias well as those downstream and
upstream of Danvers. This is a particularly impoirtasource, as the Town’s two public
well sites are located along the Ipswich River.

Drinking water forms a common link between Danvangl its neighbors. The Town of
Danvers actually supplies water for both Danveis téve Town of Middleton. While the

Town’s two well sites are located in Danvers, treer treatment facility and reservoir
are located in Middleton. The reservoir for theigsitof Salem and Beverly is located in
Danvers.

Likewise, groundwater does not follow municipal bdaries. The zones of contribution
or “Zone II” areas for public wells for the City éfeabody extend into Danvers as does
Danvers’ Zone |l extends into Peabody. Zone llther Towns of Wenham and Hamilton
shared well also extends into Danvers. These conti@simave all worked together to
adopt measures to protect each other’s water agpli

Through the Town’s involvement in the North ShowesK Force, the regional agency of
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council and the Netwof Conservation Commissions
as well as through the established relationshipk the adjacent municipalities, Danvers
will continue to work with, coordinate, and buildpan the shared open space and
recreation resources within the Town and area.

History of Community

In 1752, Danvers, formerly known as Salem Villages officially established as a
District and was made a township in 1757. During 1i60's and 1770's, Danvers took a
politically active role in the growing revolutionaturmoil and her record during the
Revolutionary War is indeed a proud one. Seven Banminutemen were killed in the
first armed struggle during the Lexington Alarm April 19, 1775. Three hundred
Danversites actively served in the war and Danwetduilt and outfitted four privateers.
Danvers also contributed such famous sons as Begd@eneral Israel Putnam, a
significant figure in America’s war for Independena 1776, and Doctor Samuel Holten,
a member and President of the Continental Congiedssigner of the Articles of the
Confederation.




At the time of the Revolution, Danversport becamepm@minent shipping and

shipbuilding center where tidal mills prosperede Town'’s local bricks boasted national
fame, while the later leather tanning industry lgiaua diverse and colorful mixture of
new immigrant labor to the area.

The 19th century saw Danvers growing industrial aulturally. From 1820 - 1850
Danvers was the midst of the New England reformasraumerous cultural and reform
societies were formed.

Tapleyville emerged in the 1830's as a centerderproduction of woven carpets where
English and Scottish weavers settled and made tm@mnes. Danvers Plains took
advantage of important crossroads and the intramtuctf the railroad in the 1840's to
become a prominent commercial center. Putnamwuite Banvers Highlands were noted
for their important and early shoe manufacturinglustry, while farms throughout

Danvers became known far and wide for the Danvaltléng carrot and the Danvers
onion, still popular today.

Considered a fine area for country residence, Dansaw the growth of numerous fine
and elegant country estates, one of which, Glenrndagan be visited today. Among the
known literary giants were John Greenleaf Whittieycy Larcom, and Nathaniel
Hawthorne who wrote about many town sites, scearaspeople.

Though a number of Danvers structures have bed¢nddse and “progress”. Much of
the Town's period architecture still survives atsdwritten records have been preserved,
making Danvers an important and accessible areaeiand study.

Population Characteristics

Danvers experienced its greatest growth during1i®®0s and early 1960s, when the
population swelled from 15,720 persons in 1950 #7@4 persons in 1965. The

population explosion in the adjacent Town of Middieover this same period should be
noted particularly with regard to the potential aop of this growth on the shared
resources between the two municipalities, includimg public water system. The 2000
Census reported a growth of 57.3% in Middleton! c8irthat time, however, the

population within the Town has remained fairly dans. The last ten-year period saw a
growth of 4.3%, a number consistent with the 4.9%ngh in the Boston metropolitan

region.

The population increase in Danvers can be obsdryezh 8.7% increase in the number
of households within the Town. Interestingly, hoeeuhe percent of overall households
which are comprised of families (family being defthas a household containing related
persons, either by marriage, birth or adoptionyelesed from 73.4% in 1990 to 68.7% in
2000. In other words, a greater portion of Danyawpulation is comprised of single
persons. This statistic may explain some of thesldg@ment trends experienced by the
Town in recent years. Specifically, the construttiof apartment and condominium
buildings in close proximity or adjacent to the Hwgy corridors attract young
professionals to the Town. This statistic may dscexplained by the 20.5% increase in



the number of seniors living alone. These segmeintise population differ in their open
space and recreation needs than those of familids ahildren. An increase in the
participation at the Danvers Senior Center as a&lin the recreation programs offered
by the Town (such as trips and band concerts helthea Rotary Pavilion during the
summer) has occurred. The development of additimads, as suggested by respondents
to the survey conducted in conjunction with thiarRIshould be pursued.

While the number of family households relative te thumber of total households
decreased, the number of households with childrereased slightly by 5.9% over a 10-
year period. This, and a 14.2% increase in the rurob children under the age of 18
(reported by the 2000 Census), did not come agm@ise to the Town. These numbers
are reflected by the rise in enrollment at locdlosds and higher participation in the
recreation programs. There has also resulted ged o expand the playgrounds within
the Town, as the surrounding neighborhoods havgrown the existing facilities, and

warrants examination of the need for additionalvaatecreational facilities.

Growth and Development Patterns

Development within the Town of Danvers has histdlycbeen dictated by its resources.
The extensive waterfront along the four rivers ianers was home to a number of
industrial uses that were attracted there for whdesed transportation purposes. The
prime agricultural soils found throughout the Towupported a significant farming

industry. Residences were established based on phaximity to businesses and to
Danvers Square, the Town'’s historic social anducaltcenter.

Growth and development has changed since the Toaddgtion of zoning bylaws and
the construction of major highway corridors now eotsng Danvers. Commercial
development is currently concentrated along théwaays and the farms, which once
dominated the landscape, have almost all beendunte residential subdivisions. The
majority of the Town is now provided with both pigbivater and sewer, thus eliminating
a number of the environmental concerns associaftd am-site septic systems which
have impeded development in other communities.

The majority of commercial and industrial developihsenow existing within Danvers
have been redeveloped on older commercial progefihile residential development
also involves some redevelopment, most residecbiastruction involved “infilling”, or
development on the remaining vacant lots scattdmeadighout the Town. A recent boom
in the construction of multi-family housing has ooed, a result of Danvers’ location
and easy access provided by highways.

As noted above, the Town has outgrown some neigjoloor playgrounds because of the
increase in families with children. The Open Spaicg Recreation Committee is working
to improve and expand these existing playgroundaedsas other recreation facilities.

Danvers will continue to work with the developecs frovide recreation facilities on

various properties, such as tot lots and walkiralstr as a supplement to the public
recreation facilities located throughout the Town.
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Section 4
ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND
ANALYSIS

“Man shapes himself through the decisions that slepis environment.”
~ Rene Dubos



Geology, Soils, and Topography

The geology of the Town of Danvers is, to a gredem, a product of continental glacial
activities, which worked to mold and shape muchth&f northeast section of Massachusetts.
Drumlins and exposed bedrock which dominate thedogphy of the northern and central
sections of Town are indicative of the grinding ahaping forces of a glacier. The highest point
in Danvers is found on the former State Hospitalpprty, reaching nearly 240 feet above sea
level. Some of the lower lying areas of this propesre used for crop fields under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Food and Agricué and an Agricultural Preservation
Restriction has been placed on a portion of thid.l&estrictions have also been placed over the
remaining functioning farms, which are located orth and south-central Danvers, and total
approximately 115 acres.

The southern and southeastern parts of Danversstanainly of glacial river and estuarine
deposits that were formed by outwash of the melgilagier. This area is characterized typically
by level topography with sandy/silty soils. Numesastreams discharge to the southeast and
eventually feed the Crane, Waters, and Porter Riwghich join to form the Danvers River, a
major feeder of the Salem Harbor.

The Town’s soils are characterized by glacial tildich exhibit an extremely unsorted mixture
of grain sizes, ranging from fine silt to cobblesan size. Much of the soil in the Town exhibits
a wide variation in local permeability with exposeddrock in areas of higher elevation.
Bedrock exposures often accompanied by abuttindganas have proven to be difficult hurdles
for building in central Danvers. Soils high in slbd clay are found on the outer boundaries of
Town, and pose greater difficulties with regard smil stabilization, erosion, groundwater
recharge and drainage.

Woodland stands are scattered in the central astewesections of Danvers, and mostly occur
on upland sites. Some of these stands are locatdtieo Town-owned conservation land that

offer passive recreation trails and some fresh mateess to the public. There are some large
tracts of privately-owned land (most notably thas$eSt. Johns Preparatory School and those
comprising the area known as Muddy Boo) that hayeificant wetland resource issues, lending

to unfavorable development conditions.

14



Town of Danvers

2008
Open Space and
Recreation Plan

Soils and Contours

0 2,250 4,500

N AET
57 D = & |
..a" N\ I
A §
AJ'
P
N
Putnamville
Resevoir

9,000

Feet

February 2008
Sources: Town of Danvers GIS

MassGIS

Surficial Geology

[ Glacial Stratified Deposits

| Postglacial Deposits
I Artificial Fill

Contours in Feet

(20 ft. Intervals)
— 120 - 160

— 160 - 240




L andscape Character

Danvers’ physical landscape is characterized bgrging topography which includes hills, flat
lands, wetlands, and tidal coastline. Each of tHeatures contributes to the character of the
Town, be it through a scenic vista, a particularedi@ment pattern, or a recreational attraction.

Many of the Town’s hills rise significantly abovéet surrounding land, offering impressive
views. The Boston skyline is visible from Hathorhdl, site of the former Danvers State
Hospital. Views from Folly Hill include the expanséthe Danvers saltwater shores.

Much of Danvers’ flat lands have already been dgy&d. The once numerous farms have long
since been converted to residential neighborhodts. few farms which still remain protect
large tracts of open space for the benefit of neagbidents.

More abundant than agricultural lands are the wd#davhich are scattered throughout the Town.
While development has begun to encroach upon sdntieese wetlands, the majority remain

undisturbed because of their physical developmaritations as well as the protection by local

and state wetland regulations. These wetlands dery@ovide open space, wildlife habitat,

stormwater detention, and limited recreation.

Danvers’ coastline, on the other hand, providegliss recreation opportunities. The four tidal
rivers which form the eastern boundary of the Tdwane been an important component of the
Town'’s physical, historical, and cultural landscape stated above, the rivers separate the Town
from the adjacent communities and the Atlantic @cempressive views of these rivers can be
seen from various locations along their banks. Hyguapressive views are visible from the
banks of the tidal estuaries.

Historically, industry dominated the landscape b& twaterfront. Industrial development
(including shipping and manufacturing) has beemated along the rivers. While remnants of this
past remain, most of the waterfront has since beseloped residentially. Houses have always
been located along the water, first as homes feritkdustrial workers, and later as summer
camps for Town residents. Although a few camps nenmaost have been replaced with larger,
year-round homes.

Some obvious recreation opportunities offered bg tivers include boating, fishing, and
swimming. As described in more detail below, DasVeais a very active waterfront and is home
to a number of marinas, both private and publive$sd water access points also exist, providing
access to the water for canoeing, and kayakindpiri§sactivities are frequently observed along
the road bridges which cross the rivers at varpoisits. Also located along the banks of the
Crane River is John George Park, which provideygotaunds and ball fields for organized
sports.
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Water Resources

With over nine miles of saltwater shores and noegeshwater frontage, water resources are an
important characteristic of the Town.

On the East side of Town, the Waters, Crane, Batel Danvers rivers provide a direct outlet to
the Atlantic Ocean. Recreational access to thegiigealso provided by five private marinas or

boatyards and four public water access points éacalong the shoreline, which may also be
used for launching a canoe or kayak. The two publgzinas managed by the Town, Pope’s
Landing and Crane Marina, provide the public witpublic boat launch ramp. Crane Marina

provides access to approximately 90 slips. Benaheslso available at several of these points,
offering a quiet spot to enjoy a sunrise or picnic.

A number of other recreational uses also exist gltins coastline. John George Park, was
constructed with partial funding from the Dept. Bfivironmental Management. The park is
located adjacent to Crane Marina and includes ygpdaund, ball field, and picnic area. Across
the street from John George Park is the only pubkach in Danvers, Sandy Beach.
Improvements to this beach such as a bathhouseegpansions to both parks are being
contemplated by the Town and proposed by this plan.

Other water resources in Danvers include numeroetamds and freshwater rivers, some of
which ultimately drain into the tidal rivers. Watlds are scattered throughout Danvers and serve
a number of important functions, such as providupgn space. These wetlands include surface
waters, stormwater detention areas, and vegetattdnas. Ferncroft Pond and College Pond
are two open space properties that provide oppiigarfor passive recreation through walking
trails and picnic areas. Muddy Boo, located in bargntral Danvers, collects stormwater runoff
from the surrounding area and eventually dischaxggsCrane Brook and Mill Pond into the
Crane River. The Meadow, another stormwater deterdrea, is a wetland which is flooded
during winter and serves as a popular outdoorke&irgy rink.

The intermittent and perennial streams which crgssse Danvers serve a number of functions
such as providing habitat for wildlife and aidingstormwater management. The Ipswich River,
which forms the Town's western border and links d®mmunities, provides additional
recreation opportunities, and serves as a majdicowhater supply. The Town’s two public wells
are located within the river's watershed. In coopion with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, the Town has fortunately been aljpeotect the majority of the water frontage
along the Ipswich River. This plan recommends atan of the last significant piece of private
property on the river in Danvers which would protac additional 1,000 feet of river frontage.

Acquisition of the above property would also protd® zone of contribution to the two public
wells. Zone 11 for these wells extends the along lémgth of the Ipswich River to the former
Danvers State Hospital property and also coincwliéls Zone Il of a public well which serves
City of Peabody located on the opposite side. Ity @01 the Groundwater Protection District
was implemented to protect the public water supiplgluded in this protection was Zone Il for
the Wenham/Hamilton public well which extends imortheast Danvers. The water supply
reservoir for the Cities of Salem and Beverly, knoag the Putnamville Reservoir, overlaps the
limits of the Groundwater Protection District fétvet Wenham/Hamilton well and therefore some
additional protection indirectly provides for tlsisrface water supply.
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Vegetation

While predominately a suburban community, Danvexs $till been able to preserve significant
amounts of open space and large expanses remastuwrbed due to development constraints.

Much of this once abundant farmland has been dpedlmver the years. Connors, Clark, and
Folly Hill farms are three of the largest remainingcts of land still in agricultural use. Connors
and Clark farms are protected by Agricultural Preston Restrictions. The third, Folly Hill
Farm, is proposed for permanent protection by plas. In 2001 the Town acquired 22 acres of
Choate Farm and recreation uses are currently lzlagloped on this property. The remainder
of this land, however, has been developed intastet subdivision.

Danvers owns and manages five major open spaceelpamall of which provide passive
recreation opportunities for residents. One ofehélse Town Forest, is the largest protected tract
of woodland in Danvers, consisting mainly of whiiee, black oak, hickory, and ash trees. The
forest boasts an extensive trail system with piareas and space for camping. This land is
contiguous to other privately owned woodlands whach proposed for protection by this plan.
This plan proposes the development of a managepientfor the Town Forest as well as the
other larger tracts of Town-owned property to easuoper use, protection, and maintenance.

Danvers boasts numerous brooks and streams assvekveral acres of bordering, vegetated
wetlands. The vegetated inland wetlands, includiregs of isolated land subject to flooding and
five certified vernal pools, are host to an aburdaof wildlife, and provide vegetation, valuable
habitat, and food sources. In 1999, the Danverss@wation Commission amended the local
wetland regulations to require a 25-foot “no distusuffer and a 35-foot “no build” buffer from
any wetland. These buffers provide an added priote&@ir wetlands.

Despite the heavy development of areas along therfrant, the salt marsh along the Danvers
river banks and the intertidal zone consists ohfifiel species of spartina alterniflora and
spartina patens. The constant threat of continbbau& erosion, however, results in effectively
blanketing the salt marsh and smothering it. Thisason also increases the "silting in" of the
rivers. Public and private efforts to minimize thistivity can be difficult, because of the lack of
engineering technologies available and allowed yodeaoday, stabilization efforts include
emphasis on "soft solutions" by means of vegetatibere possible.

Wildlife and Fisheries

The Town-owned open space parcels, as well as timemus wetlands and stormwater
detention areas, provide an abundance of habitawifdlife in Danvers. This wildlife is typical
of that found in the North Shore region and New I&Bnd in general. Many species of small
mammals observed throughout the community sucheasdn, muskrat, weasels, fishers, and
raccoons. Larger mammals include the foxes, coyateswhite tailed deer.

Both native and migratory birds can be observed'amvn. Native birds visible year-round

include the chickadee, swallow, goldfinch, housecHi wren, sparrow, thrush and turkey.
Several species of owl such as the great hornesothle barred owl can also be found in many
wooded areas. Black-throated blue, yellow, androtyy@es of warbler can be observed during
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spring. Several species of hawk are abundantcedlyethe red-tailed hawk. Annual migrating
species include Baltimore orioles and ruby-throatedmmingbirds. Canada geese have
unfortunately become permanent residents of seperals and waterways in Danvers, causing a
health concern which the Town’s Board of Healttrysng to address.

Danvers’ tidal shorefront is a habitat for a srmimber of shellfish, particularly clams, and, in
some sections such as near Sandy Beach, therevamlshorseshoe crabs. Fish inhabit the tidal
rivers and there have been recent attempts by tasséthusetts Department of Fisheries to
encourage migration of smelt up the Crane RivéviitbPond.

Danvers is not home to any known rare, threatemeelndangered species.

Scenic Resour ces and Unique Environments

Danvers’ scenic resources include many of the aspéd¢he Town’s landscape discussed above.
The high points in Town, including Hathorne Hillcafrolly Hill, are significant and unique
locations and provide views of Boston and Danversastal waters. The coastal waters
themselves (the four rivers and their estuaries)dso examples of unique scenic areas. Connors
Farm and nearby Choate Farm are included in thea®pnt of Environmental Management’s
Scenic Landscape Inventory. Endicott Park whichsis of over 165 acres of former farmland
is owned and managed by the Town and attractsk®&000 visitors annually.

Other unique resources in Danvers are the hishariidings. The Rebecca Nurse Homestead, a
27-acre property owned by the Danvers Alarm LismPany, provides a representation of life
during the colonial period as well as a direct liokkhe Salem witch trials. Glen Magna, the 11-
acre country mansion of William C. Endicott, Jr.asvsned and managed by the Danvers
Historical Society. The “Old Salem Village” histordistrict includes structures from the 1600’s.
The Danvers Historic District Commission oversdas alteration of any structure within this
district.

Environmental | ssues

Issues such as increasing traffic volumes, air ramide pollution, and the constant decrease in
available open space results in a decrease ofergsidquality of life and continue to be
concerns. These problems are not unique to Danaeadcs the Town has undertaken the
preparation of a comprehensive transportation fgaaddress them.

Cleanup of groundwater contamination caused by donndustrial properties continues. Several
vacant properties on the Crane River are movingdod with remediation.

The closure of the Danvers landfill has finally eeed the necessary approvals. The Town
continues to provide curbside pick-up of househodsh, recycling, yard waste, and “white”
goods. A Household Hazardous Waste Collection Bdyeld each year.

Danvers takes an active role when it comes to da&sin maintenance. Cleaning on all catch

basins within the Town roadways is competed anyudllrthermore, street sweeping is a
quarterly event for all streets in Town and the Dtwwn Business District is swept weekly.
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Section 5
INVENTORY OF LANDS OF
CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
INTEREST

“For the bow cannot possibly stand always bent, rc@n human nature or

human frailty subsist without some lawful recreahd
~ Cervantes



The Town of Danvers open space and recreation meseunclude an array of publicly and
privately-owned land that are utilized for activedgpassive recreation activities. Danvers is also
the host for a regional water supply and the Towvedl system. This inventory serves to call out
the existing open spaces and offers a baselinehwd@n be used to evaluate existing and future
needs.

Open Space refers to land that is preserved tegrekisting and future well fields, aquifers and

recharge areas, watershed land, agricultural Igrekslands, fields, forest land, fresh and salt
water marshes, and other wetlands. Open Spaceuaigects ocean, river, stream, lakes, ponds,
beaches, dunes, other coastal lands, and landsithade scenic vistas, wildlife habitats or nature
preserves. Open space may also include any ungectland with unique recreation and/or

conservation importance.

Preserving these vulnerable properties is cribemluse a lack of protection may potentially lead
to major, unwelcome changes and decreases in yualfitlife. Lack of protection and
unmonitored, careless development could bring agatiee consequences such as diminishing
the Town’'s appearance. Also, the condition of ra&tuesources could be greatly altered in a
relatively short amount of time. Protecting operaap and planning for future development
allows for assurances that the attractiveness aality of life of Town inhabitants will remain.

This Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recgogalnterests includes public, nonprofit, and
private properties. Properties owned by private aod-profit entities include agricultural land
such as the Clark Farm, less than fee interests &siopen space in cluster subdivisions, estates
like Glen Magna and the Rebecca Nurse Homesteagt@y owned cemeteries including the
Walnut Grove Cemetery, and institutional holdingsisas St. John’s Preparatory School. Public
properties listed in this inventory consist of landvned by any public entity such as a
municipality, the Commonwealth of Massachusett® Beverly-Salem Water District, the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTa@Y)the United States government.

Over the years, the Town of Danvers has accumulsgedral acres of protected land. Some of
this land is under the care and custody of the @wasion Commission and has been selected to
be developed with trail systems, parking areasnipiareas, and other minor amenities to
encourage passive recreation such as hiking, fislin canoeing. Other areas, which are under
the control of the Town of Danvers Recreation Dapant, include various athletic fields and
playgrounds, John George Park, Endicott Park, ®l&ark, Crane River Marina, and Pope’s
Landing Marinas. Within the 14.09 square miles timake up Town of Danvers, the following
areas hold open space acquisition interest eithewhole or in part: Muddy Boo, Lebel's
Crescent, West Park, Four-Rivers Estuary, Nike Krnalbao Swamp/College Pond/Bishop’s
Meadow, Ferncroft Conservation Area, Choate Fartmduaville Connection, Putnamville
playground expansion, Lindall Hill, the former Néamgland Home for the Deaf, John George
Park and Sandy Beach Recreation Areas, Park-tdc@annector, Gates Field Trails, Rebecca
Nurse Easement, and Riverside School Playground@nifihese areas are more specifically
listed and described in the Section 9 of the 20p8rOSpace & Recreation Plan. They do include
some land that the public may perceive to be ptetebut are not, such as the Walnut Grove
Cemetery on Ash Street.

Protected Parces

Open space can be protected by various means anarying degrees. Highly restricted

conservation and recreation land includes land thdield in fee simple ownership by a non-
profit conservation organization, municipality, tetaor Federal agency if the land is owned and
managed specifically for the purpose of consermatmd/or recreation. This includes land
controlled by the Danvers Conservation Commissiba,Department of Public Works (such as
the Town’s water supply), the Commonwealth unddicke 97, a non-profit land trust, or land

the Town has acquired through the use of Stateederal funds. Once land is owned by a
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municipal conservation commission or serves agggpbund or park, it is difficult to transfer or
sell the property for a different purpose.

Article 97 of the Massachusetts Constitution, Maksaetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 8C
and Chapter 45, Section 3 protect open space throsg restrictions. Restricted open land which
is private is protected if it has a deed restrictio perpetuity, an agricultural preservation
restriction, a conservation restriction in perpgtuor if it is part of the Wetlands Conservancy
Program. Under Article 97 of the Articles of Ameneimh to the Massachusetts Constitution,
Chapter 184, Section 11, a conservation restrigtigmerpetuity may be placed on a property to
provide the State, town or non-profit entity witevelopment rights. Another means of ensuring
the land will remain as open space is with the é&gtural Preservation Restriction (APR)
program. Through the APR program the State and¥®rTown may purchase the development
rights on farmland in order to preserve it for agftural use.

In addition, moderate restrictions can be placegrorate land that is then taxed as forest, farm,
or recreational land under M.G.L. Chapter 61, odl@an which development is restricted by a
short-term conservation restriction of up to 30rge@ne purpose of short-term conservation
restrictions is to lower taxes until developmentsale is economically feasible. Due to the time
limit on the restriction, however, the land is pobtected from development. If the land is for
sale prior to the expiration of the tax abateméstus, the Town has the right to the first refusal
to purchase the property. The use of land protegtetbr Chapter 61, 61A, or 61B may not be
changed or sold by the owners without notificatiorthe town. The Town then has 120 days to
decide to purchase the land which allows for thguesition of space as it becomes available on
the market and threatened by development.

Unprotected Parces

Unprotected open space includes all under-develojaedi not utilized for residential,
commercial, industrial, or transportation relatedgmses. Areas in which non-conservation use is
valued higher than open space use, such as majtic pu private institutions, are not protected
by any means also fall into this category. Althowgimeral perception might be that open spaces
are protected from development because of theharfgime they have served the same function,
this may not always be the case. Such areas thidficategory may include schools, colleges,
cemeteries, hospitals, golf courses, other commlerpecreational facilities, or military
installations. Unprotected parcels may be owned unicipality but not protected by Article 97
or Chapter 45S, controlled by a school departmerdtioer town department (not including the
Conservation Commission), owned by an office of th8. Government such as the Department
of Defense, or by a State Office such as the Depant of Mental Health. Less than fee interests
that are not protected include areas with waterginetéction restrictions under M.G.L. Chapter
184’s wetlands restrictions. Private recreatiordtamay be protected under M.G.L. Chapter 61B
such as country clubs, marinas, fish and game cbrtegricultural land incentive areas.
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Agricultural Lands:

Private L ands

MAP & PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND
LOCATION SIZE LEGAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION
LOT -
(Acres) (if known)
Robert & Patrick Connors, Trust. . ) . .
02-05 30 Valley Rd. 44.95 Book 16544 Page 241 Private Connors Farm; Development rights purchaseér DFA's APR Program
. Private; . . ) ,
02-12 31 Valley Rd. 14.08 Robert & Patrick Connors, Trust. use/Pub Connors Farm; Development rights purchased foddieinder DFA's APR
Book 16544 Page 241 Program
custody
Elaine & William Clark, Jr. . . . .
41-107 163 Hobart St. 11.55 Book 23099 Page 493 Private Clark Farm; Development rights and recosatiasement purchased
Ruth A. Connors .
06-05 3 Valley Rd. 4.00 Book 6948 Page 284 Private Chapter 61A Land
Robert D. Connors Trustee/9 Valle
06-12 9 Valley Rd. 13.35 Rd. Trust Private Chapter 61A Land
Book 24440 Page 442
24-09 19A Putnam Ln 10.00 Wadsworth Farm Inc Private Chapter 61A Land
) ' Book 13722 Page 169 P
53-104 40 Foster St. 11.90 George Koban et al aftriv Chapter 61A Land
53-104A 36 Foster St. .46 George Koban et al Rrivat Chapter 61A Land
Seaside Realty Associates, LLC . , .
61-03 64 Andover St. 4.92 Book 16823 Page 333 Private Kane’'s Flower World; Chapter 61A Land
. Lee H. Gibney . .
66-02 13 South Liberty St. .69 Book 1221 Page 560 Private Gibney Gardens
53-106 126 Elliott St. 3.38 Albert F. & Pamela RrBezio Private Folly Hill Farm
Lanes End Farm, Inc .
23-51 43 Putnam Ln. 9.33 Book 14974 Page 136 Private Lanes End Farm
Lanes End Farm, Inc .
23-53 45 Putnam Ln. .70 Book 14974 Page 136 Private Lanes End Farm
Less than Fee Interests:
MAP & PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND
LOCATION SIZE LEGAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION
LOT -
(Acres) (if known)
Rogers Farm Trust Open Space parcels lying between cul-de-sacs onamdseast of Reservoi
09-42 29 Reservoir Dr. .20 9 Private Dr. for 10-lot Rogers Farm subdivision on Salem-@&vReservoir (aka
Book 6893 Page 25 . )
Putnamville Reservoir)
Rogers Farm Trust Open Space parcels lying between cul-de-sacs onamdseast of Reservoi
09-38 35 Reservoir Dr. 271 J Private Dr. for 10-lot Rogers Farm subdivision on Salem-@&vReservoir (aka
Book 23250 Page 53 . )
Putnamville Reservoir)
. Francis R. Conway, Trusteg| . . L !
10-20 16 Wildwood Rd. 11.43 Book 11169 Page 446 Private Open Space for Wildwood Estates clustedisigion a 3-lot development
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- Francis R. Conway, Trustee| . . -
15-91 13 Wildwood Rd. 2.78 Book 9562 Page 551 Private Open Space for Wildwood Estates clustedisigion a 3-lot development
Richard McAdoo Jr .
21-39B 27 Neal Rd. 7.20 Book 9458 Page 394 Private Open Space
Private: Open Space with 30-wide easement to the west of cul de sac artdbé&sitnamville
21.95 21 Rocky Hill Circle 174 DiBiasi Builders Inc. fe,e rSmainipn Playground. Land-locked open space west of culadesSseast of
Rd. ' Book 7388 Page 562 w/develo erg Putnamville Playground; w/ 30-wide easement frarcBl 87 Open Space
P across Parcel 86 and from Robin Hill cul de sac arcels 84 & 85
Dennis Delgenio Et al c/o
Tomahawk Ln. Trust )
27-176 4 Germano Dr. 3.8 Book 7059 Page 568 Private; Open Space Chapter 40, Sec 8C & Zone. B-law XV,D:},Qpen Spdc0eot Arrowhead
. Estates Subdivision
Page 571 Conservation
Restriction
College Pond Trust/Alan Private with owners &
Grenier Trustee their auests allowed Abuts Greenleaf Open space on north; Electric eeseon College Pond
34-01 12 College Pond Dr. 14.79 Book 7986 Page 548 . 9 . Open Space in 17-lot cluster subdivision (Plan Bb@g, Plan 24.)
: S internal combustion L
Conservation Restriction to devi Primarily wetlands crossed by Beaver Brook
evices use on space
Town on Page 557
240 Locust Limited
Partnership; Woodvale
36-229 21 Thorpe Circle 596 Sectlon.D Trust gave Private Open Space Open Space of lot Thorpe Circle Cluster Subdivisidth managed by the
Conservation Restriction to developer.
Town
Book 20275 Page 557
240 Locust Limited . -
036-229A 4 Avon Rd. 38 Partnership Private Open Space of lot Thorpe Clrgle(?/;(l)usetfr Subdivisidth managed by the
Book 20275 Page 559 per.
Ralph E. Innis Trust; . .
16-37A 206 Old Burley St. 1.08 Book 9938 Page 126 Private Open Space of Lester Rd. Cluster Subdivistik on open space
Estates and Privately Owned Cemeteries:
PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND
MAP & LOCATION SIZE LEGAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION
LOT (Acres) (if known)
. Russell & Endicott Cemetery . . .
59-02A 25 Clinton Ave. .33 Book 8339 Page152 Private Historic Russell and Endicott Cemetery
57-27A 65 Sylvan St. 2.50 St. Mary's Cemetery Reiva St. Mary's Cemetery at corner of Ash & Sylvan St
51-1A 30 Sylvan St. 25.00 Walnut Grove Cemeteny vaRe Walnut Grove Cemetery
i Holten St. Cemetery . Holten St. Cemetery which abuts Map 49-100 (Stdnev&tlands on north and
50-60A 131 Holten St 2.70 Book 4616 Page 569 Private west which drain to Crane Brook
Annunciation Cemetery . L
42-08A 155 Hobart St. 27.90 Book 3941 Page 501 Private Annunciation Cemetery
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Preston Cemetery

Public Management

18-40A 57 Preston St. .52 Book 10836 Page 124 by Town Health Preston Cemetery; Historic gravesites
Inspector by default
Thomas Bachini & John
53-226 33R Cardinal Rd. 77 Bachini Trust Private Open Space of a 5-lot cluster subdivision
Book 7152 Page 473
18-39A 485R Maple St. 51 Putnam Cemetery; Health Public Putnam Cemetery; Historic gravesites
Inspector oversees by default
Wadsworth Cemetery; Town o .
’ . Wadsworth Cemetery. Rear of this irregularly-shapaitel is traversed by Beav
34-08A 18 Summer St. 5.02 | Board Hea(ljt:f;rl:zlitnagement hy Public Brook. Abuts College Pond Open Space & Electriit ig34-1A
Putnamville Cemetery . ) o . .
15-28A 270 Locust St. .23 Book 9937 Page 598 Public Town Health Inspector by default; Putnanevillemetery; Historic gravesites
i Danvers Historical Society | Private; only access Glen Magna Estate; Mcintire Tea House,
33-01 29 Ingersoll St. 11.22 Book 5136 Page 63 Endicott Park Historic shoe factory buildings, gardens Westeidy $-orest
. Danvers Alarm List Co. . .
57-203 149 Pine St. 27.00 Book 2779 Page 410 Private Historic Rebecca Nurse House, farmlandsharrde Cemetery property
. Danvers Alarm List Co. . .
57-254 149R Pine St. .30 Book 2779 Page 410 Private Historic Rebecca Nurse House, farmlandsharrde Cemetery property
57-27B 47 Adams St. 1.00 Danvers Public Adams 8inélery, Paupers’ Cemetery, no markers
Temple Sinai Inc. c/o Henryj L . . .
38-03 50R Buxton Rd. 570 Winkeller Private Rear parcel primarily wetlzsagstshl)gfngerz)c;rltlg g?gveeﬁsmanvers Well Site #1 &
Book 7573 Page 147
39-01 6 Cemetery Rd. 1.81 Temple Sinai of Swampsgot Private Private Cemetery
i Temple Emanuel Cemetery . .
39-70A 8 Buxton Rd. 6.60 Book 7935 Page 566 Private Private Cemetery
38-02 59 Buxton Rd. 2.40 Sons of Jacob Cemeter| vaferi Private Cemetery
Temple Emmanuel of
38-06 24 Buxton Rd. 74 Chelsea Private Private Cemetery
Book 7990 Page 16
Jewish Cemetery Association
38-06A 24 Buxton Rd. .15 of Massachusetts Private Private Cemetery
Book 7990 Page 16
38-07 54 Buxton Rd. 15.30 Sons of Jacob Cemete ivater Private Cemetery
38-08 58 Buxton Rd. .92 Roumanian-American Private Private Cemetery
Cemetery
38-09 56 Buxton Rd. 1.30 Congregation Anshi Sfiard Private Private Cemetery
Cemetery
38-10 49 Buxton Rd. 2.00 Ezrath Israel Cemetery vabei Private Cemetery
38-11 49 Buxton Rd. 8.60 Temple Sinai Memorial Park Private Private Cemetery
Jewish Cemetery Association
38-12 19 Buxton Rd. 2.70 of Massachusetts, Inc Private Private Cemetery
Book 13796 Page 312
Abandoned cemetery; Towr] . Lo . )
31-68A 47R Green St. 33 Board Health management ty Private; with Situated off Green St & surrounded by Manter /Wessté-arms Open Space;

default

easement access

Historic significance; Accessed from Grace Rd.
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Garden St. Cemetery . . e S
56-03B 38 Garden St. .28 Book 3985 Page 410 Private Private Cemetery with historical significan
51-295A 45 High St. .63 High St. Cemetery Private rivd®e Cemetery with historical significance
53-106A 128 Elliott St. .19 Danvers Public East Ems Cemetery
Institutional Holdings:
PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND
MAP & LOT LOCATION SIZE LE.GAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION
(Acres) (if known)
St. John's Prep
. School/Northeastern . - . -
20-49 65 Spring St. 30.60 Province of the Xavarian Private Campus buildings and grounds of St. JdPn&p School on easterly side of Spring S
Brothers
2574 21 Spring St. 2310 St. John's Prep Schdol ivater Campus buildings and grounds of St. John's Prepdbon easterly side of Spring St
partly cemetery
26-167 55 Spring St. 6.90 St. John's Prep Schqol ivater Baseball field
. St. John's Prep School . . , . .
19-17 50 Spring St. 112.40 Book 5816 Page 553 Private Campus, Xavarian Brothers' home, schodtlimgjs of St. John's Prep School
North Shore Unitarian I . . . .
10-10 323 Locust St. 720 Universalist Church Private Unitarian Universalist Church pro\s)v(zrttlgr']l'gse rearcgais predominately pond and
Book 5315 Page 425
NS Unitarian I . . . .
10-16 321 Locust St. 450 Universalist Church Private Unitarian Universalist Church pro\s)v(zrttlgr']l'gse rearcgais predominately pond and
Book 5315 Page 425
Public L ands
Public Conservation and Recreation Resources:
(Federal/Sate/Local)
PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND
MAP & LOCATION SIZE LEGAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION
LOT (Acres) (if known)
Commonwealth . . .
12-18 80 Ferncroft Rd. 8.14 Massachusetts/Danvers| Public; nature trails Former ce pond for .Da.nvers State Hosplta! undeteption of the Danvers
State Hospital Conservation Commission who oversee maintenanc€lpapter 40, Sec 8C
Commonwealth Horace Clark Conservation Area; Danvers State Halspgricultural Land under Dept]
17-01 200 Dayton St. 40.25 Massachusetts/Danvers Public of Food & Agriculture, protection under joint Comgation Restriction with Danvers
State Hospital Conservation Commission
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Salem and Beverly Wate

Private; State

10-12 320 Locust St. 454.00 Supply Board Auth.orllzed Putnamville Reservoir and watershed area. Fislingservoir and passive recreatio
Municipal allowed on upland areas
Book 3984 Page 448 ;
Authority
i . Danvers . Open Space of the 4-lot Makushin Ln. cluster subitim on the east side of Locust St.
10-09 2 Makushin Ln. .41 Book 27253 Page 149 Public abutting Choate Farm to the rear and east; acqhiréax title
46-03 56R Buxton Rd. 6.40 State Public Elongated parcel of wetlands between Norris Braoleast & Ipswich River on the
Book 5736 Page-310 west
State . . . .
30-05 98 Green St. 2.37 Book 6487 Page 720 Public Site on South side West St. formerly paitad Bridge layout (Sec 698 Acts of 1967
10-50 401 Locust St 21.98 Danvers Public Choate Farm Conservation Area
) ) Book 17203 Page 155
State . Formerly Burley house site; Site on north side @s\St. Abuts Town canoe launch
30-07 93 Green St, 2.44 Book 6063 Page 286 Public ramp, some trails (Sec 698 Acts of 1967)
Danvers Dept. of Public
Works/Parks & - . .
41-01 16 Ingersoll St. 554 Recreation/Endicott Park Public Original use intended for pIaygroundtit?;]J; has beem@unity Garden area for some
Committee
Book 4756 Page 413
41-10 85 Centre St. 1.26 Danvers Common Public Town Common
. Training Field' Town Common
41-11 5 Ingersoll St. 25 Danvers Common Public Historic Revolutionary War Minute Man training sic
Danvers Dept. of Public
41-120 190 Hobart St. 10.96 Works/School Dept. Public Highlands School
Book 4051 Page 111
Danvers . . .
41-161A 67A Centre St. .30 Book 9966 Page 481 Public Parris Parsonage Site
42-205 60 Pickering St. .85 Danvers Playground iBubl Pickering Playground at intersection of Otis &Kering St.
42-206 76 Pickering St. 10.42 Danvers Great Oalo@&ch Public Great Oak School
43-20 13 Puritan Rd. .09 Danvers Vacant Land Public Small parcel at right turn of St.
43-440A 4 Pickering St. .29 Danvers Playground ieubl Pickering Playground
Danvers . . . . .
38-16 58R Buxton Rd. 2.00 Book 9275 Page 146 Public Chapter 40, Sec 8C; Parcel on Ipswich Ringchased for water supply protection
Danvers Conservation ) oy .
30-0A | 19Westst 1850 Commission Public Chapter 40, Sec 8C; Danvers canoe launch-ramppifaw tables, unpaved trais
Book 5845 Page 728 P
30-17 401 Andover St. 2.88 Danvers Well Site #1 liepbo access Danvers Well Site # 1 into ancipetMch River channel
Public: now with Federal, State & LWC Funds drawn upon for renovafiadevelopment; Endicott Par
32-42 30 Ingersall St. 13.10 Danvers Endicott Par fee foyr arkin parcel containing Barn, Carriage House, and caeetaiuse. Conference Center,
P 9 playground, picnic area, nature study & paths. \afbsside of Forest St.
Danvers Public; fee for
33-02 21 Ingersoll St. 70.67 Book 4972 Page 255 & , Remainder parcel of Endicott Park; westerly sideeFnSt.

Book 5187 Page 609

parking
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Danvers Endicott Park

Remainder parcel of Endicott Park on Easterly Fiolest

h

h

33-48 70 Forest St. 40.95 Book 5187 Page 609 Public with unpaved trails
Danvers Electric Light Abuts College Pond Open Space on north; 85+-fodeviglectric Light Dept. path
34-1A 229R Maple St. 6.10 Division Public beginning on north side of Maple St. & meeting watintinuation of path on Map 25
Book 6554 Page 075 Parcel 10
Danvers Electric Light Parcel 10 parallels & lies between Rte 62 and M##gy ROW. Considerable
Division . wetlands east of Nichols St.;
25-10 401 Maple St. 219 Book 6554 Page 075 Public M33/18A is perpendicular to Parcel 10, land-locBedrossed by Beaver Brook
Book 6627 Page 530 tributaries flowing to Meadows
Danvers Rear Land .
33-18A 321R Maple St. .78 Book 6627 Page 530 Public
12A Brentwood Danyerg Conservation Public (access on| Chapter 40, Sec 8C ; Predominately wet meadowiegias drainage basin of Beave
25-125 . 7.80 Commission management i . .
Circle east side) Brook under Conservation Commission management
Book 6322 Page 528
Public; at end of . . . .. .
26-01 8 Greenleaf Dr. 1934 Danvers Rd. & between # Contains Spring Pond and Beaver Brpokldralnagmbisalls & log seating for nature
Book 10489 Page593 8810 viewing
Public; at end of . . . .. .
26-01A 10R Greenleaf Dr. 154 Danvers Rd. & between # Contains Spring Pond and Beaver Brpokldralnagmbisalls & log seating for nature
Book 10489 Page 592 8810 viewing
Danvers High School . .
28-75 60 Cabot St. 56.44 Book 4592 Page 448 Public Danvers High School property
i Danvers . Chapter 40, Sec 8C; Predominately wetland areaa/& Brook at rear (north) of
34-21A 4R Fox Run Rd. 2.43 Book 7570 Page 407 Public subdivision. Abuts 25-1A Electric Light Parcel oortheast
34-99A 36 Brookside Ave. .06 Danvers Bl_r;)r?lgsme/Vacant Public Beaver Brook culvert to brook between BradésAve (split Roadway)
36-124A 11 Sycamore St. 1.00 Danvers Vacant Langl bli®u Irregularly-shaped parcel of open space fasEFish Brook drainage
36-281 30 Avon Rd. 25.40 Willis E. Thorpe School Public Thorpe Elementary School. Access restritbatbn-academic hours. Recreation fielq
Book 5397 Page 625
Danvers Vacant Land Public; Used as
37-31 5 Laurine Rd. .19 garden by Balanced Growth Committee has recommended sitiediasing use
Book 4715 Page 374 neighbors
i Danvers Well Site #2 Public; Use This large wetland parcel located at the end oft@uon Ipswich River is one of the
38-01 61 Buxton Rd. 11.85 Book 4739 Page 118 discouraged sources of town drinking water
i Town Forest . Town Forest comprised of wooded uplands, NorrisoBrand Ipswich River wetlands
38-05 54R Buxton Rd. 51.35 Book 3707 Page 213 Public Unpaved trails, Boy & Girl Scout camps, certifiegtwval pools (3)
38-14 20 Buxton Rd. .78 Danvers Vacant Land Public Vacant parcel with frontage that allows accessdodale Cemetery
38-15 20R Buxton Rd. .27 Danvers Goodale Cemetery ubli® Goodale Cemetery
44-241 55 Conant St. 31.13 Danvers g;l]tggl Richmong Public Holten Richmond School and Plains Park
Danvers angervatlon . Proctor Farm (Wood-Sawyer) Conservation Area. Cagagrof a hayfield, wetlands
45-63 160 Conant St. 41.20 Commission Public and woodlands abutting Flatley on East, and Th&g®ol on North
Book 7249 Page 176 9 y ’
45-72 . 235 Yankee 18.34 Danvers Roger Esty Public Roger Esty Reservoir
Division Highway Reservoir (water tower)
45-147A 20 Wayside Dr. .23 Danvers Vacant Land ieubl Vacant lot at Wayside Dr. and Trask Ln.
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Danvers

45-162 12 Upland Rd. 1.38 Book 6025 Page 253 Public Playground
Danvers
46-04 50 Rear Buxton Rd 19.00 | Conservation Commissior Public Parcel abuts Town Forest on the north andisN\Brook on the west

Book 196 Page 277

Danvers Sanitary Landfill

47-05 105 Popes Ln. 52.50 Book 5485 Page 404 Public Capped Landfill
Danvers .
49-100 15 Stone St. 23.20 Book 10247 Page 187 Public Stone St. Playground
50-86 139 Pine St. 6.30 Danvers Public Tapley Ptaygd Crane Brook runs along southern lot boundary
50-238 53 Holten St. 2.31 Danvers Vacant Lang ubli Vacant land part of Meadows drainage system @mptg Mill Pond
Danvers . . .
58-68 69 Lawrence St. .03 Book 6832 Page 199 Public Small piece of land on westerly side of Lemge near Purchase
50-247A 20 Burroughs St. 1.21 Danvers Vacant Land ubliP Putnam Mill Pond
51-46A 23 Sylvan St. 4.38 Danvers Et?re:;gdy Institutg Public George Peabody Library gardens and grounds
51-163 46 Lawrence St. .79 Danvers Playground Publi Lawrence St. Playground
52-62 95 Liberty St. 11.70 Danvers Riverside School Public Riverside School and Playground
52-126 13 Riverbank Ave. .10 Danvers Public Redideparcel on Porter River
53-43 5 Harvard Ave. .08 Danvers Public Parcel on paper St.

Book 6627 Page 530

Danvers Vacant Land . .
53-46 17 Harvard Ave. 17 Book 4715 Page 381 Public Parcel on paper St. southwest of Elliott(Rte 62)

Danvers

53-48 21 Harvard Ave. .26 Book 2201 Page 75 Public Salt marsh parcel on paper St. subject ttePRiver tidal action

53-62 8 Manchester St. A1 Danvers Vacant Land i®ubl Salt marsh parcel within floodplain subject wrter River tidal action

53-65 25 Congress St. 42 Danvers Vacant Langl ®ubli Vacant parcel on corner of (paper) Border StrtedPdRiver at rear

53-69 35 Congress St. .06 Danvers Public Smallnsaish parcel at end on St. on Porter River

53-72 11 Manchester St. 11 Danvers Vacant Langl liPub Parcel subject to tidal flowage of Porter River

. Danvers Williams School . -
53-86 105 Elliott St. 4.23 Book 3540 Page 571 Public Williams School and Playground
53-86A 105R Elliott St 2.50 Danvers Public Rear parcel behind Williams School
: : Book 10632 Page 390 P
53-106A 128 Elliott St. .19 Danvers East Danvers Public East Danvers Cemetery
Cemetery
59-119 8 Harbor St 2.40 Danvers Public Popes Landing marine boat launch, parkihggliad riverside park
: : Book 5641 Page 584 P 9 P P
. Danvers Vacant Land . . .
59-120 128 Liberty St. .74 Book 5641 Page 584 Public Popes Landing parking lot
Danvers Adams St. . Adams St. Cemetery
57-27B 47 Adams St 1.00 Cemetery Public Abuts St. Mary's on west
. Danvers Bath House . .
59-187 44 River St. 5.17 Book 3658 Page 393 Public Bath House at Sandy Beach and Sandy BeaFtoar River
59-191 35 River St. 590 Danvers Beach Parking|Lot Public Presently an unimproved parking lot across fromdgdeach with McDewell Ave &
Crane River
59-74A 35 Water St. .50 MBTA Public Small parcel between Crane River & CraneeR@ondos at Sypko Bridge

Book 6311 Page 408
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60-29 28 Brad St. 8.31 Book 5674 Page 729 Public Formerly Zwickerv Circle now Brad St. Avdaiground and Open Space
60-57 9 Brad St 8.11 Danvers Public Wet meadow Open Space in natural state
) ) Book 10598 Page 468
60-73 3 Jalbert Ln. .34 Danvers Public Vacant $itessible housing site
Danvers . . . .
60-148 28 Glen Ave. .62 Book 4715 Page 375 Public Vacant parcel with salt marsh on brook tidioy of Porter River
. Danvers . .
62-48 15 Tipert St. .27 Book 5269 Page 537 Public Southwick Playground
Map 60- Mead St. between . St. ends at the water's edge. Access to tidalraediidal zones of southern shores
between 14 on west and 15 N/A Danvers Public the Porter River
163 & 164 on east
End of Hussey Ave.
Map 60- between 1 Hussey . St. ends at water's edge. Small boat and pedesit@ass to tidal and inter-tidal zong
between 20 on north and 3 N/A Danvers Public .
. of westerly shores of the Porter River
& 21 Chevalier on
southeast
Map 60- . Danvers . St. ends at water's edge. Approach to tidal aret-tidal zones of western shores of t
between End of River St. N/A Public . . o : ) .
119 & 70A Porter River. Currently a highway barrier, erosiomermining prevents safe accesg.
Map 60- Eden Glen Ave. St.
P end Between 45 on . St. ends at water's edge. Access to tidal and-ildalrzones of eastern shores of the
between N/A Danvers Public - L
153 & 120 north and 60 on the| Porter River. Care must be taken to protect exgstadt marsh.
south
At 35 Bates St.,
Map 65 between 52 L . . . . .
between 15 Riverside St. on N/A Danvers Public Historic, nelghborhoodoi]SWv:;jtzr\llva;/ht(())r(\;\/satoe;rtfrr](;n;(;erisesr tlgi\tllg?l and inter-tidal beag
& 53 north and 35 Bates y ’
St. on south
Map 65 Between 14 on the
between 45 . We.St and 16 N/A Danvers Public This is a 15-wide way to thetkeuly shores of the Crane River.
&1 Riverside St. on the|
east
Map 65 Tibbetts Ave. Due to the elevation of the land/height of the shvhis access is best suited for
between #13 on . . . L
between N/A Danvers Public passive enjoyment of the activities on the watéth@ Porter, Crane and Danvers
north and #15 on the .
108 & 109 Rivers.
south
Map 65 At end of Brad St.
P Ave. between 7 on . Brad St. slopes gradually to north-easterly shofeke Porter River. Access for
between 61 N/A Danvers Public . -
298 north -west and 106 portable small craft and the inter-tidal zone fehing.
on the southeast
Danvers Conservation
13-25 3R Paulette Rd. 5.22 Commission Public Part of Bishop's Meadow acquired from MaHalfa Farms Nichols Brook drainage
Book 6627 Page 530
42-53 86 Hobart St. 12.72 Danvers Public The Meadows; Beaver Brook wetlands, primgarillized for winter skating.

Book 3885 Page 250
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Danvers Conservation

Part of Bishop's Meadow acquired from Gordon Thawfisizhols Brook drainage;

13-23 7R Paulette Rd. 4.95 Commission Public
Book 9275 Page 143 Chapter 40, Sec 8C
14-200 166R Summer St. 16.04 Dan\é:eorfngiosnssig:]vatlon Public; limited Chapter 40, Sec 8C; Easterl); part'\?f Biigozp:;sg/leﬂultmhols Brook drainage. Acces
Book 6414 Page 676 access romvap Lo-eo Farce
13-24 126R North St. 2.60 Danvers Public Rear land part of Bishop's Meadow drainaggrb
Probate #253011
Danvers Conservation Public; Cluster Chapter 184, Sec 31 (Balanced Growth recommendsdgdortion for housing.);
15-79A 4 Juniper Ridge Rd{ 5.97 Commission subdivision Conservation Easement granted for open space,ndleflgpond off Juniper Rd on nort
Book 7570 Page 403 accepted by town side public way. Slope easement along frontage.
Danvers Publig; Dept. of . .
20-19 15 Lobao Dr. 15.00 Book 3687 Page 304 Public Works lvan G. Smith School & school playgrounds, socid$
management
20-19B 2 Orrantia Circle .06 B?)iﬂ"gg;;iﬂgl;aggg Public Triangular parcel of rear land abutting $n8tchool lands (no utility)
. Public; Dept. of
20-99A 18R Strawberry Hill .59 Danvers Playground Public Works/Parks Strawberry Hill Playground
Ln. Book 5506 Page 431 .
& Recreation
Danvers Putnamville
School Public; Dept. of . e .
21-40 224 Locust St. .25 Book 467 Page 257 Public Works Putnamville School; Historic
(May 2, 1952)
Public; Dept. of
21-62 11 Wenham St. 4.00 Danvers Public Works/Parks Playground
Book 3611 Page 530 .
& Recreation
21-70 203R Locust St. 8.40 Dan\é:eorfngiosnssig:]vatlon Public Open space abutting Putnamville Zgaygrougg & Roitk(H70) open space; Chapter,
Book 5630 Page 191 » O€C
Danvers Conservation
21-80 12 Auburn St. 3.18 Commission Public Open Space abutting Lot 70 and Danvers Bigiool to southeast; Chapter 40, Sec
Book 7570 Page 403
Danvers Conservation
21-87 15 Rocky Hill Circle 12.01 Commission Public Open Space on north side of public way. Beél@riffin Farm; Chapter 40, Sec 8C
Book 7570 Page 403
Choate Ave. at
northern-most end
of Doty Ave.
Map 65 between 21 Choate Cul-de-sac-like end of two public St. adjacent toith Essex Sewerage District
between 55 Ave. on the north N/A Danvers Public Pumping facility on easterly shores of the PortieR Public Roadway area is
and South Essex .
& 56 currently grassed area. Paved parking for 3-4 cars.

Sewerage District
Pumping Station at
1 Doty Ave. on

south
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Wright's Beach at
Map 67 Jacob's Landing a Danvers A 40"-wide right-of-way easement between Parcai@ Mew England Power Company
between 2 | way to beach on thg N/A Public land about 350%-long to extensive beach on thehsoatshores of the Danvers River
&3 southern shores of Suitable for fishing, picnicking & other passiveeas
Danvers River

10-50 401 Locust St. 21.97 Book 1328\:gerFS>age 155 Public Choate Farm Conservation Area; trails, pagkirea, Miriam E. Cooper Peach Orchg
31-47 197R Centre St. 8.84 Danvers Public Former Duffill property; Wetlands; Landlocke

Book 16887 Page 277 ' '

Danvers Playground Pu.b“C; Dept. of
12-21 31 Preston St. 2.70 Public Works/Parks Playground

Book 5467 Page 211 .

& Recreation

23-10 5R West St. 8.84 Danvers Public Westover Farms Subdivision Open Space

Book 7768 Page 212
23-16 0 Pat Dr. .58 Danvers Public Westover Farms Subdivision Open Space

Book 27244 Page 556
23-70 8 West St. 9.30 Danvers Westover Farms Subdivision Open Space

Book 7768 Page 212
23-90 11 West St. 41 Danvers Westover Farms Subdivision Open Space

Book 27244 Page 556

Other Public and Unprotected Lands (Federal/State/Local):

PARCEL OWNERSHIP AND

MAP & LOCATION SIZE LEGAL REF STATUS DESCRIPTION

LOT (Acres) (if known)
United States of

14-79 72 North St. 12.00 America/Nike Station Public, no access National Guard/Nike Station

Book 4966 Page 095

01-02 498R Locust St. 3.30 United States Publiqecuess Part of Topsfield site of Nike missilealiation
Commonwealth

40-03 2 Armory Rd. 5.63 Massachusetts/Army Public; no access National Guard facility

National Guard
Book 5221 Page 481

Commonwealth

18-37 485 Maple St. 9.28 Public State Police Barracks; Formerly Districob $tate Dept. of Public Works
Massachusetts
37.35 201 Conant St. 169 State Public; predominantly| Parcel lying between Conant St. (at Cherry Hill)[@.Rte 128 Exit on south-bound
wetland Ln.
18-30 471 Maple St. .37 Stateﬁ[g)z;r;\i/tzrls State Public Danvers State Hospital property/ Part ohhigy island between Rtes 1 & 62
State/Danvers State
24-14A 470R Maple St. 1.76 Hospital Public Danvers State Hospital Cemetery

Book 61309 Page 284
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New England Power

Vacant land adjacent New England Power buildingdsan (17.76 ac) and Town

n

O

46- 01 24R Buxton Rd. 13.00 Company Private .
Book 8129 Page 422 conservation land to south of the Town Forest
Essex Aaricultural & Essex Agricultural and Technical Institute/auditioniand function buildings, cow
12-01 565 Maple St. 83.70 9 . Public barns, pond, fields etc. Most academic buildingsagking located on south side of Rfe
Technical Institute 62
Essex Aaricultural & Essex Agricultural and Technical Institute/auditioniand function buildings, cow
12-02 562 Maple St. 24.87 9 . Public barns, pond, fields etc. Most academic buildingsagking located on southerly side]
Technical Institute Rte 62
12-03 5 Preston St. .75 Essex Agrlcultqral & Public Farm stand at intersection of Maple and tereSt.
Technical Institute
45-73 . 241 Yankee 915 City of Salem/FpIIy Hill Public; restricted Folly Hill Reservoir
Division Highway Reservoir access
i Danvers . Chapter 40, Section 8C; Valley Rd. at Danvers/Wenbarder (Peat Bog & Part of
02-08 49 Valley Rd. 47.38 Book 9615 Page 027 Public Wenham Swamp and Ipswich River drainage)
Danvers . . . . ,
02-22 40 Valley Rd. 21.60 Book 9966 Page 452 Public H. Lewis to custody of Conservation ComnuasConnor's Farm
06-13 26 Valley Rd. 8.66 Danvers Public; custody/Privatd An Agricultural Preservation Rest.rlctloln on the medy was acquired by Town. land
Book 9966 Page 452 use primarily wetlands
i Danvers Land . Rear land-locked area abutting Nichols Brook presifor drainage; Chapter 40, S¢
08-08 136 Old North St. 2.40 Book 7015 Page 791 Public 8C Abandoned Way Chapter 40, Sec 8C
Danvers Abandoned
08-13A 180 North St. 20.00 Roadway Public Abandoned roadway
Book 4470 Page 417
Town Conservation . .
13-29 136R North St. 67 Commission Public: no access Land-locked parcel adjacent to\l/;/9050;\|/gth no accessl. Chapter 40, Sec 8C.
Book 7015 Page 791
i Danvers - Chapter 40, Sec 8C ; Conservation Commission mamegeland-locked parcel
13-30 18R Lobao Dr. 4.00 Book 7231 Page 433 Public; no access primary wetlands/watershed drainage
i Danvers Electric Light Public; ROW Easement; Rectangular parcel w/ 30" frontageoaith side public way for
14-49 9A Naumkeag Row 04 Book 6728 Page 595 ROW/Easement Danvers' Electric Light substation
Town Pump Station . . .
14-183 178 Summer St. .16 Book 5265 Page 165 Public Pumping Station
Danvers Abandoned . . .
15-27A 69 North St. 29 Roadway Public Triangular piece of abandoned Roadv;%y on north@ligeiblic way/Chapter 40, Sec
Book 4470 Page 417
Danvers Vacant Land . . . . .
18-19 508 Maple St. 1.40 Book 11453 Page 250 Public Vacant land with substation & power linesaReontains wetlands
Danvers Electric Light . - o . .
18-24 475 Maple St. 1.0 Book 6554 Page 075 Public Land containing Electric light power linesuthwest side of Rte 62
Danvers Electric Light
18-26 494 Maple St. 9.08 Division Public Land containing Electric light power linesuthwest side of Rte 62
Book 6554 Page 075
Danvers Electric Light
18-29 475 Maple St. 1.00 Division Public Land containing Electric light power linesuthwest side of Rte 62

Book 6554 Page 075
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Danvers Electric Light

18-33 256 Newbury St. .52 Book 6554 Page 075 Public Part of highway island between Rtes 1 & 62
Danvers Fire Station
18-34A 464 Maple St. 1.06 Engine 2 Public Fire Station Engine 2
Book 55972 Page 258§
Danvers Electric Light . . .
18-36 257 Newbury St. .83 Book 6554 Page 075 Public Part of a highway island between Rtes 19% I-
42-170 22 Beaver Park Rd 1.04 Danvers Electric Light Public Elongated Electric Light equipment lands ebhéontinue on Map 34 to the northweq
’ ’ Book 6554 Page 75 T
15A Beaver Park Danvers Electric Light . Lo . I d
42-198 Rd. 2.86 Book 6554 Page 75 Public Elongated Electric Light equipment lands ebhéontinue on Map 34 to the northweq
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Section 6
COMMUNITY GOALS

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, comtt&d citizens can

change the world; indeed, it's the only thing thaver has.”
~ Margaret Mead



Description of Process

An earlier survey conducted by the Open Space aweRtion Task Force for the
2001 Open Space & Recreation Plan was success$alliziting input from Danvers
residents and property owners. As a result, thenCjmace & Recreation Advisory
Committee (OSRAC), decided to conduct a follow-uprvey of the Town’s
recreational facilities. Surveys were mailed to bomners with the September 2006
Electricity Bills. Additional surveys were availgbht Town Hall and other Town
buildings including the Peabody Institute Libratlge Senior Center, and the Town
public schools. For the first time the survey \a&® available on-line on the Town’s
official web site.

A total of 941 completed surveys were received Hm responses analyzed by
OSRAC on Excel spreadsheets. A copy of the suriegtsand a summary of the
results are included in the Appendix. This survegerved 46% more responses than
the earlier survey and the narrative comments weicularly insightful. The
complete survey results, including the narrativetisas, are available from the
Health and Human Services department at Danvers Hail.

The results of the survey reflected an overwhelnsingport for the protection of land
for passive recreation and open space. The nurheasponses and many written
comments indicated great satisfaction in the Towaxssting facilities and much

support for a multi-use recreation trails, utilgithe B&M Railroad tracks running

across Town. Several comments displayed a negaésetion to the scale of

development occurring in Danvers and indicatedsareldor this development to slow
or stop. Other survey results included widespreappsrt for the protection of

undeveloped land. Support and requests for additjpassive recreation areas within
the Town were also expressed.

OSRAC members continued evaluating specific opates@and recreation resources
in Town that have begun in the previous analysisis Tevaluation included an

examination of existing public properties and aieevof potential needs and of the
available lands to address these needs. This rewesva more detailed and refined
update of the 2001 study and reflects any changes then.

The goals recommended hereafter are the culminafitrs process.

Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals

The ultimate goal is to maintain a balance betwsmm space and growth, recreation
and development, and needs and available resources.

The primary environmental goal is to preserve andtget the small amount of
remaining undeveloped land and water resources.tif@amg to build without
protecting these valuable resources will negatiwelgact the Town’s existing open
space, passive recreation lands, and water respuesulting in an overall poorer
quality of life for residents.

The primary recreation goal is to identify and pdevactive and passive recreation
facilities to address future needs. As the popataincreases and demographics
change, the Town must react to fulfill residentséds and desires.

The accomplishment of these goals, through impléatiem of the recommendations
of this plan, should lead to a balanced networkative and passive recreational
areas, as well as the preserve our few remainityadaesources.
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Section 7
ANALYSISOF NEEDS

“One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.”
~ William Shakespeare



As mentioned earlier in Section 6, the Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee
(OSRAC) collected information on the needs of the community through a survey of
households in Danvers. The responses received indicated strong support for the
acquisition of land for conservation and passive recreation purposes, water supply and
protection, and creation of a Town trail system utilizing the former B&M Railroad.
Handwritten comments further substantiated these salient points and indicated strong
support for the excellent job of maintenance being done by the Town.

One thought, expressed by several responses from the previous survey, was that resource
protection, management, and community needs are unique for each region of Danvers.
Due to the historical development of Danvers and the existing road system that physically
separates neighborhoods from each other, residents tend to identify and associate with a
particular area. OSRAC, therefore, analyzed the needs of the nine unique neighborhoods
that comprise the Town, as represented in the following map and tables.

\ TOPSFIELD

WENHAM

MIDDLETON

BEVERLY

% Woodvale

PEABODY



WEST DANVERS (Boundaries — northState Hospitaleast:1-95, south: City of Peabodywest: Town of Middleton)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

The Town and the State currently own a significant

amount of land along the Ipswich River, including a

public well site. Existing private property withewv1,000
ft. of riverfront is currently undeveloped.

Pursue public access easement or acquire the
acre parcel known as Lebel’s Grove for perman
protection of the Town’s water supply.

21-
ent

Passive Recreation

A canoe launch and picnic area on the Ipswich Rive
(approximately 18 acres) is accessible from WesT s
Town Forest off Buxton Rd. contains a number ofkivey
trails.

=

Develop trails from the Town’s transfer station

along river to Town Forest and former Danver

State Hospital property such as picnic. Links

through easement or acquisition of private prope
is necessary to provide a continuous trail.

]

brty

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

None existing.

Acquire property in the Dayton St./Centre St. ar|
to provide a playground, ballfields, and courts

ea

In addition to the lands described above, othengpace

properties include the property off Dayton St./Cerst., Improve access to open space p,a reels. Pursye
Open Space . . access easement or acquire Lebel's Grove and tax
as well as the private permanent open space pbeisia deed for Westover Earms open space
requirement of the cluster subdivision of Westdvarms. P pace.
Waterfront Salt None No additional actions to pursue.
Fresh See Watershed Protection above. Increase accps3perties along Ipswich River
Habitat Protection Existing public and private lands contribute toilat See watershed protection and open space abgve.

protection even if lands are used for other purpose

Stormwater Retention

The lowlands adjacent to the Ipswich River, thdavets
between Centre St. and Dayton St., and the submhivis
detention ponds all provide areas for stormwatemnten.

Maintain existing stormwater retention areas and

explore practical methods for better treatment
runoff.

Df

HATHORNE (Boundaries - north and weskown of Middleton east:1-95, south State Hospital)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Existing public and private protected lands comitigb
indirectly to protection of the Ipswich River Wathed.

No additional actions to pursue.

Passive Recreation

The land of the Essex Agricultural and Technicatitnte
includes fields and a pond (109+ acres). The Fefncr
Conservation Area, which is leased by the Town ftioen
State, also contains walking trails around a pond.

Identify important features for protection. Pursug

trail link between the Ferncroft Conservation Ar¢

and the Essex Agricultural and Technical Institu

Pursue acquisition of the Ferncroft Conservatidg
Area from the State.

pa
te.
n

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

Existing active recreation lands include the Pre§b
playground and a Lacrosse/Soccer field sharedttwgh
Essex Agricultural and Technical Institute (3t &jre

Pursue partnerships with the Essex Agriculturg
and Technical Institute and the North Shore
Community College that will increase recreatior
opportunities.

i

al

Open Space

Existing open space land is currently occupiedhigy t
Essex Agricultural and Technical Institute and weth
Shore Community College consisting of 109+ acrés (|

o

Identify important features for protection.
Gain access for public and plan future trails usi
railroad bed.

g
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which 70+ acres are under an APR). The former Danye

State Hospital property (344 acres including 25€@es of

farm land along Middleton Rd. and Dayton St. uraler

APR), and a small section of former railroad betveen
Hawthorne Ave. and the Town of Middleton.

Salt

No waterfront.

No additional actions to pursue.

Water front Fresh

Existing freshwater includes the former ice pond fo
Danvers State Hospital off Ferncroft Rd., ownedHhsy
State.

Pursue acquisition of the former ice pond.

of the pond with the appropriate State office.

Prior to acquisition, seek to coordinate mainteranc

Habitat Protection

Existing public and private protected land contrébio
habitat protection even if land is used for anofhepose.

are no endangered species within the Town.

No additional actions to pursue. At this time there

Stormwater Retention

The pond on Essex Agricultural and Technical Inggit
property as well as the former Danvers State Hakigié
pond provide for stormwater retention.

No additional actions to pursue. Plan for future

maintenance needs.

NORTHFIELD/PREP/LINDALL HILL (Boundaries — northPutnamville Reservoigast railroad right-of-waysouth Rte. 62west |-95)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Existing public and private protected lands conitigb to
the Salem Harbor and the Ipswich River Watershed

No additional actions to pursue.

1°Z

Passive Recreation

Existing land used for passive recreation inclusiesth
School Pond with walking trails around a pond (21+
acres). Walking trails over abandoned railroad iesa
Spring St. to Maple St.

No additional actions to pursue. Develop a Sen
Park at former Hunt Hospital site.

or

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

Existing land for active recreation includes thedds and
playgrounds at the Smith School (16+ acres). $in'3o
Preparatory School has extensive recreation fields

No additional actions to pursue.

In addition to the lands described above, the gpaice
includes Town property south of North St., alsownas

Acquisition of the former NIKE site off North St.

from the federal government should be pursued as

D

Open Space Lobao Swamp (33 acres) and the privately protectedwell as the acquisition or protection of the adjdc
open space adjacent to College Pond (15+ acres), private property as it becomes available.
Salt No salt waterfront is located in this region. Notection needed.
Water front College Pond and Smith School Pond are the ondfre o .
Fresh waterfronts located within this region. No additional actions to pursue.

Habitat Protection

The large tracts of existing public and privatetpcted
lands contribute to habitat protection even thaiingh
lands are used for other purposes.

No additional actions to pursue.

Stormwater Retention

Lobao Swamp and College Pond both provide areas
stormwater retention.

for Permanent protection of the private properties
comprising Lobao Swamp should be pursued

A%



PUTNAM VILLE (Boundaries — northTopsfield and Wenhaneast: Wenham south: Wenham St. and Putnamville Reservaiest: US-1 and Topsfield)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Existing public and private protected lands conitiéh
indirectly to the Salem Harbor and Ipswich River
Watersheds. Town properties along the Wenham—Dar
Town Line (47+ acres), Topsfield-Danvers Town Lin
(22+ acres), and along Locust St. (9+ acres) akasel
Connors Farm (76+ acres) are located within theezin
contribution for the Wenham-Hamilton public well.

11°

ver
No additional actions to pursue.

Passive Recreation

Existing land used for passive recreation surrothes

Putnamville Reservoir. The use of the reservodalfits

however, is restricted, as it is a public waterpdypt
may not be used for most water-based recreatiah, s

Pursue link from Choate Farm to the Ipswich Ri
Wildlife Sanctuary in Topsfield via former railroal
right-of-way. Establish trails to the railroad righ
of-ways. An element of the Choate-Putnamuvillg

swimming or canoeing. Fishing is allowed Connector is the “SwampWalk” on Town property
' ' north of Choate Farm.
Active Recr eation (or ganized) The Putnamville P';}’ \g/&gﬁﬂgrf g:ated on the seitt Expansion of playground necessary.
The Putnamville Reservoir and Connors Farm (whsch|i
protected by an APR) contribute to open space even Pursue public access of the open space parcels at
Open Space though the primary functions of these lands areswat the former Choate Farm that were created as|a
supply and agriculture. Town property along the result of the cluster subdivision. Marked trails af
Wenham-Danvers town lines serves as open space. needed at Moore Woods.
The Town recently acquired Moore Woods.
Waterfront Salt No waterfront. No additional actions to pursue.
Fresh The existing Putnamville Reservaoir is fresh waterfr No additional actions to pursue.
. . Existing public and private protected lands coritetto " .
Habitat Protection habitatgp?otection e\rljen if Ia?"nds used for otheppses. No additional actions to pursue.
Town land along the Wenham—-Danvers town Line, also
Stormwater Retention known as the Wenham Swamp, provides an area far No additional actions to pursue.
stormwater retention.
EAST DANVERS (Boundaries — northConant St.east Beverly,south Rte. 62/Elliott St.west City of Beverly)
Current Status Actionsto Pursue
Existing public and private protected lands comitigb
indirectly to the protection of the Salem Harbor .
Water shed Protection Watershed. These lands include properties ownelbeby, pf(‘)g;?g[ irnl?:\:)esltg: grtofﬁéﬁg ]Eé g]uerscijhe. dGi:ﬁh or
Town and the Salem-Beverly Water District on Félii. ' . I
. o through an APR or outright acquisition.
They include water supply storage facilities ad waslthe
land off Foster St., currently classified under gtiea 61A.
Passive Recreation Properties owned by the Town and the Salem-Beverly The property at the top of Folly Hill contai
Water District on Folly Hill contain walking trails walking trails used by neighbors. This property is

eV



adjacent to the Town and the Salem-Beverly Water
District properties as well as the Ch. 61A propernty
The property also provides a potential link between
the Folly Hill and Elliott St. residences. Protedcti
of this link and the walking trails either through
acquisition or easements should be explored

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

What is characterized as East Danvers is actualigral
different neighborhoods that are separated by 2.
The neighborhood of Folly Hill is in fact isolaté@m the
rest of the Town as its sole access is off Rte.N@&h.
This neighborhood does contain a small playgrotihe.
properties along Conant St. are in close proxinaity
Plains Park and the Thorpe School. The propertigh®
north side of Elliott St. are within a short distarof the
Riverside School.

No additional actions to pursue.

Open Space

Existing public and private protected lands conitigtto
open space.

See comments for Ch. 61A property and Folly Hi
above. Protection for the public view from both
properties of the Porter River should be considefed

Water front

No waterfront. Significant water runoff flowing sbu

from Folly Hill is partly contained in an internettt

stream, crosses under Elliott St., and emptiestirgo
Porter River west of the Danversport Yacht Club.

No additional actions to pursue.

Fresh

No waterfront. Significant water runoff flowing sbu

from Folly Hill is partly contained in an internetit

stream, crosses under Elliott St., and emptiestirgo
Porter River west of the Danversport Yacht Club.

No additional actions to pursue.

Habitat Protection

Existing public and private protected lands conitigtto
open space, even if it is not their primary purpose

No specific protection needed.

Stormwater Retention

The significant runoff down Bradley St, Garfield,&ind
from the former St. Alphonsus Church, crosses &8t
and empties into a mini-estuary of the Porter Riwest of

the Danversport Yacht Club during heavy downpours.

No additional actions to pursue.

DANVERSPORT (Boundaries — northRte. 62/Elliott St.east and souttCities of Salem, Beverly, and Peabodgst Rte. 128)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Existing public and private protectedd unprotected
lands contribute indirectly to the protection o tBalem
Harbor Watershed.

Further protection along the Porter, Crane, angd
Waters Rivers estuaries should be explored. This
protection should be pursued, either through
conservation restrictions or outright acquisition|.

Passive Recreation

Existing lands for passive recreation include tlatew
access at the end of Brad Street Ave., Eden Glen, AV
Mead St., and Choate Ave.

Additional access for passive recrea and
protection of the fishing areas along the Water
River and Waters River bridge should be pursued
either through easements or acquisition. Re-us¢ of

n
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the railroad right-of-way, as link to Danversport
from other regions of Town should be explored.|A
“Riverwalk” should also be pursued.

The south entrance to Danvers from Salem &
Peabody on Water St. is a horseshoe area bounded
by the Waters River and includes the bridge. The

Town should pursue obtaining open space from|the
the former New England Home for the Deaf.

The 35-acre reclamation site bound by Crane

River, Rte. 128, and Clinton Ave. should be
acquired for estuary protection and passive
recreation.

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

Existing lands used for active recreation inclute t
Riverside School, John George Park, Sandy Beaeh,
Williams School, the Bradstreet Ave. Playgroundyés
Landing, and the Crane River Marina.

Maintenance of the Danvers River for boating
th should be continued. Acquisition of properties
adjacent to John George Park and Sandy Beach
should be pursued for expanding recreation areas.

Open Space

Existing lands contributing to open space include t
properties along Congress, Glen, and Bradstreatfa®

See comments on protection of river estuaries
under watersheds above.

Water front

Most of Danvers salt waterfront is located in Daspert.
Existing waterfront lands include the water acdistsd
under passive recreation above and the boatyaridéna

facilities listed under active recreation above.

See comments on additional water access under
passive recreation above, comments on expansion
r of Sandy Beach under active recreation above,|as
well as habitat protection below.

Fresh

Several rivers and streams feed into the Danverar Ri
The land along these rivers is not permanentlyggtet.

See comments on protection of river estuaries
above.

Habitat Protection

Existing public and private protected lands conitigtto
open space, even if it is not their primary purpose

Porter, Crane, & Waters Rivers Estuaries:
Additional, contiguous protection can provide fd
real habitat improvement and lead the way for the

development and success of wildlife programsg.

=

Stormwater Retention

No specific retention areas. The public lands alibreg

No specific protection needed.

water provide storage for floodwaters.

SOUTH CENTRAL DANVERS (Boundaries - northRte. 62/Maple Steast Rte. 128south City of Peabodywest 1-95)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Publicly protected lands include Endicott Park,&Sat

property, Tapleyville Park, the Meadows, the Mitirf,
lot 050-238, and the electric power line easements
between Collins and Andover Streets. Private lands
include the Rebecca Nurse property and the St.'Mary

and Sylvan St. cemeteries. A total of over 29&scr

The privately-owned area known as Muddy Bog
in multiple ownerships and in dire need of
protection from abuse and encroachment.
Acquisition and/or easements can provide

permanent, long-term protection.

S

Passive Recreation

Developed public lancwith passive opportunitieinclude

TheTown should pursuacquisition oland ownec

Endicott Park, the Gates property, the Meadows NMild

by St. Mary's cemetery to connect with Endicott
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Pond, while some limited opportunities are offeoed
private lands such as the cemeteries, the Rebaose N
Homestead and Clark Farm.

Park trails. The Gates property could have its npn-
sports areas enhanced with trails and signage] A
conservation easement with the Rebecca Nurse

owners would give further protection to this
valuable historic open space.

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

This area enjoys the use of developed recreatessat
the Gates Fields, the Great Oak and Highlands $ho
and at the Tapleyville and Lawrence St. playgrounds

@)

No additional sites envisioned at this time. Depelo
railroad right-of-ways into a trail system.

All the above sites contribute to the wealth ofrogpace
available. In addition, smaller pockets of greeacgpexist

See Muddy Boo above. Use and availability o

Open Space throughout the area and include the training feeid power “Sr][t‘GezftiSS?]g]ee(;]f) %f; %c\)/lggi aar;g dAndover
Centre St. and the cemetery on Garden St. 9 '
Salt Privately owned lot 063-011 abuts Waters River. Pursue a protective easement to ensure against
encroachment and abuse of estuary edges.
Water front No primary site but extensive stream and marshsdge . .
. ) ; o Abutter education to ensure water quality and
Fresh abutted by residential properties. An existing pahd . .
; . - habitat protection.
Endicott park is used for fishing.

Habitat Protection

Large areas such as Endicott Park, St. Mary's,&8yt.
cemeteries, Gates Field, and the Rebecca Nurse
Homestead provide the best habitat protection,ewnhil
connecting corridors enhance wildlife movements.

Contact appropriate State agencies for assistance i
identifying critical habitats such as vernal pools.
Appropriate management tools (plans) should be

developed to protect existing or potential sites,.

Stormwater Retention

Current public areas include Endicott Park, the déea
and Mill Pond. Privately owned “Muddy Boo” is a ragj
critical area of retention and water quality prét@c

Continue protection from encroachment by
monitoring, education, and citation where needed.
See “Muddy Boo” above.

DANVERS SOUARE (Boundaries — north Rte. 62/Poplar Steast Rte. 128south Purchase Stwest Lawrence St.)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Existing public and private protected lands comitigb
indirectly to the Salem Harbor Watershed.

No additional actions to pursue.

Passive Recreation

There are limited passive recreation lands inreigon.
Currently the grounds of the Town'’s library aredufa
some passive activity.

Pursue trail link to other Town areas via former
railroad right-of-way and utility right-of-way.

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

Existing organized recreation areas located anfRark
include ballfields, playground equipment, baskétbal
courts, tennis courts, and a skateboard park (8feisa

No additional actions to pursue.

This area of Danvers includes the downtown and

Permanent protection of the private property thiat

Open Space surrounding densely_developgd areas. Thg only open comprises the estuary should be pursued.
space areas are Plains Park its adjacent tidargstu
Salt The tidal estuary located adjacent to Plains Pawhach Pursue permanent protection of the tidal marshes
a portion of this estuary is publicly-owned (%2 +e§c located on the private property within the estuary.
Water front . - . - —
The Mill Pond adjacent to the library is used famjcs o .
Fresh and fishing No additional actions to pursue.
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Habitat Protection

Existing public protected lands provide minimal itath
due to the nature of the uses.

Permanent protection of the tidal estuary descriped
above will provide habitat for saltwater species as
well as other animals dependent on the marsh.

Stormwater Retention

No specific stormwater retention areas.

No additi@ttions to pursue.

WOODVALE (Boundaries - northwenham St. and Wenhaegst Beverly and Wenhansouth Conant and Poplar Streetgest railroad right-of-way)

Current Status

Actionsto Pursue

Water shed Protection

Frost Fish Brook flows through Woodvale and emptig
into the Porter River estuary by the Holten-Richohon
Middle Schooal.

1 . . ) .
Management plan for continuing monitoring angd
maintenance.

Passive Recreation

Proctor Farm is located on the opposite side ofa@bfSt.
The area behind the high school provides trailsaha
part of the Choate-Putnamville Connector.

Pursue trail link to other Town areas via former
railroad right-of-way and utility right-of-way.

Active Recr eation (or ganized)

The high school provides a playground, footbaldistan,
fields, and tennis courts. Thorpe School provides &
playground and two new lacrosse/soccer fields.

No additional actions to pursue.

Open Space Wooded area behind the high school and Proctor Fafm No additional actions to pursue.
Salt N/A N/A
Water front Fresh Frost Eish Brook Management plan f_or continuing monitoring and
maintenance.

Habitat Protection

Existing public and private lands contribute toitetb
protection even if lands are used for other purpose

Proctor Farm Conservation Area and portions of Ghef

Hill Office Park provide some habitat for deer atlder
wildlife.

Management plan for Proctor Farm Conservatipn
Area should be developed and implemented.

Stormwater Retention

No specific stormwater retention areas. Frost Bigiok
receives water from the drainage system throughou

Woodvale. Runoff from the drainage system andi@nos
of the banks of the river are major contributor e

sediment load deposited into the Porter River trgdhe

A permanent means of stabilization is necessary to
t prevent continued erosion and sediment loading.
Education of the residents of Woodvale abutting

the stream is needed regarding the detriment
caused by the dumping of debris on the banks|of

need to dredge the navigable rivers more frequently

the stream

Ly
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Section 8
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

| believe that there is a subtle magnetism in Nature, which, if we
unconsciously yield to it, will direct us aright.
~ Henry David Thoreau



GOAL #1 WATERSHED PROTECTION : To ensure the natural,
uncontaminated, and uninterrupted flow of surface vater (runoff)
and subsurface water (ground water) in the severakatersheds in and
contiguous to Danvers.

Precipitation that reaches the Earth moves throlugle different pathways:

1. Isintercepted by vegetation and evaporated ospriegd back to the atmosphere.
2. Moves down slope to a stream system.
3. Is stored in snow pack, groundwater, ponds or wdta

A watershed is a geographic area of land boundetygraphic features and height of
land that drains water to a shared destination. dwd¢ does a watershed drain, it also
captures precipitation, filters and stores wated determines its release. A watershed,
therefore, is a drainage basin that divides thddeape into hydrologically defined areas.

The watershed boundary will more or less follow lirghest ridgeline around the stream
channels and meet at the bottom or lowest poithhefand where water flows out of the
watershed, commonly referred to as the mouth oherway.

Watershed management is the control of the qualitgy quantity of water and the
effective human use of water resources within aevsaed.

Water moves downstream in a watershed. Any actitlitgt affects water quality,
qguantity, or rate of movement at one location c#fleca the characteristics of the
watershed at locations downstream. Therefore, eweryliving or working within a
watershed must cooperate to assure good watershelions.
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Danvers has two major watersheds. They are theidpsRiver Watershed
and the North Coast Watershed. The North Coast Miagd can be further
subdivided into four areas:

1. FROST FISH BROOK WATERSHED
runs through the Woodvale, East Danvers, and
Danversport neighborhoods to the Porter
River and Salem Sound.

2. BEAVER BROOK WATERSHED runs
through the Hathorne, West Central Danvers,
and Danvers Square neighborhoods to the j§
Crane River and Salem Sound.

3. CRANE BROOK WATERSHED runs
through the Hathorne neighborhood to t
Waters River and Salem Sound

4. NICHOLS BROOK leads to Ipswich
River though Prep area from Hathorne and
Beaver Brook -

The following objectives should be used as
guidelines for the next five year period to accomplish this goal:

1) Coordinate with surrounding communities to protegfional watersheds into the
future.

2) Increase public awareness of the need to mairttaiguality of the watersheds.

3) ldentify potential and existing problem areas addrass through a management
plan or other actions.

4) Protect watersheds by acquisition of adjacent lanea where feasible for
passive recreation.

5) Strictly enforce current DEP standards and Townalms to protect existing
watersheds.

6) Continue participation in the technical review mse by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeertib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.
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GOAL #2 PASSIVE RECREATION: To ensure ample and diverse

opportunities for passive recreation throughout thetown.

Passive recreation is loosely defined as the non-
organized enjoyment of the outdoors and can
range from sitting on a bench in the sunshine to
hiking up hills on snowshoes. It knows no
bounds, suffers no rules and is defined primarily
by the desires of the individual. Despite the
vague definition, it is one of the most life-
sustaining interactions people enjoy with the
environment and the earth.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Identify present and future passive recreationsaega expansion of the public
awareness effort.

Secure more permanent protection for present andefiareas using creative,
multi-layered systems of designation such as desttictions or public/private
easements and partnerships.

Identify and search for creative ways to alleviatnflicts from competing
interests for land usage.

Develop a passive recreation management plan foh eaajor area (and
collectively for smaller ones) to integrate intce ttown wide Open Space and
Recreation Plan.

Encouragement public awareness and positiv,
attitudes about the benefits of passive recreati
and open space in proximity to residential are
and assuage the fears of negative impacts.

Continue participation in the technical revie ‘ 1‘
process by members of the permanent Open Sp

and Recreation Advisory Committee to ensure t )
focus on passive and active recreation and o
space values in all future planning, public an
private.
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GOAL #3 ACTIVE RECREATION : To provide areas for the pursuit of
safe, convenient, and accessible organized physicalctivity by
residents throughout the Town.

Active recreation is an organized activity needing
specific facilities or accommodations, includingit b
not limited to, fields, courts, rinks, field housesd
boat ramps. These facilities are generally used by
groups engaging in a particular sport.

Recreation contributes to life satisfaction, qualit
health, and wellness. It is essential to the loigef

human beings, especially because it helps counterac
the effects of stress.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1) Protect current areas used for active recreatiah s1s fields used for sports
games.

2) ldentify additional active recreation areas.

3) Incorporate the Recreation Division’s Five-Year rPlato the town wide Open
Space and Recreation Plan.

4) Continue participation in the technical review @s€ by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeeriib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.

&
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GOAL #4 OPEN SPACE To conserve existing undeveloped land within
Danvers for the protection of natural resources, snic vistas, air and
water quality, and natural buffers.

Open space is the preservation of undeveloped [Einel.value of open space is in the
buffer it provides from development or in the pretien of development itself. This
value can often be difficult to measure becauseldtes to aesthetics and quality of life
in terms of protection from air and light pollutionoise, and protection of natural
resources. The preservation of open space, howevaryerwhelmingly identified by
Town residents as an important goal for exactlgeheasons.

Open space may also result in a secondary beraafied from other uses such as passive
recreation, agriculture, wildlife habitat, and stovater retention.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1) Permanently protect the Town’s riverfront areas arehte a buffer along the
rivers themselves.

2) Permanently protect the Town’s remaining agricaltlands.

3) Develop management plans for the larger publicihedvopen space lands that
include an inventory of significant natural featuees well as regulations for their
use.

4) Identify and eliminate private property encroachimento public open space
lands.

5) Identify and protect open space that is currentlygbely owned, particularly
those lands that are contiguous to existing pullcls or that provide a scenic
vista and/or public access.

6) Continue participation in the technical review mes by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeeriib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.
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GOAL #5 SALTWATER SHORES: To preserve and protect all
saltwater shores from commercial, industrial and reidential
development throughout the town and encourage puldi access
associated with water related development. Theseteary areas would
include but would not be limited to, Salt Marshes,Coastal Beaches,
Tidal Flats and Rivers.

The transitional area between land and ocean is adnde most fragile and most
important to a community with significant waterftoithe waterfront comprises beaches
for swimming, sanctuaries for animal habitat andl bvatching, docks and bridges for
fishing, private backyards for personal recreatiangd public areas for boating. This
ecosystem of Salt Marshes, Coastal Beaches, aral Fldts is complex and diverse.
These systems serve to retain the coastline, gmlihe marsh areas, feed and house
plant and animal life, provide active and passigergation for the community, and
provide a place to relax.

Salt Marshesproduce large quantities of decomposed matteratat food source for

marine life. In turn, they are spawning and nursgnryunds for many fish, habitat for

crustaceans, mollusks and worms, and feeding geodad migratory and resident

waterfowl, songbirds and a variety of mammals. Tdwts and rhizomes of Salt Marsh
vegetation bind sediments producing a tough suiesthat is resistant to wave action.
The marshes are protective barriers against stcamade and flooding, absorbing
floodwaters before they reach uplands. The rodesys of certain species of vegetation
absorb nitrogen and phosphorus, which in too lapgentities are detrimental to water
quality. They also can absorb certain pollutanesavly metals and hydrocarbons. The
peat substrate of a natural marsh may create ebtorsalt water intrusion into the water
table, thus protecting groundwater.

Coastal Beachesare important buffers against storm damage aratlifg and provide
feeding and nesting habitat for a large varietgludre birds. Debris from the upper beach
(the wrack line) contributes detritus to the basmarine food chain and harbors
invertebrates which birds and small mammals feeshuany shorebirds feed on the
tiny crustaceans and other organisms that livehen swash line of the waves. Other
species of shorebirds hunt for their food on tkaltflats, eating small fish, worms and
even mussels and clams.

Tidal Flats are an important shellfish habitat especially he fishing and shellfish
industries. They are critical nursery areas for ynprvenile commercial fish such as
flounder.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1) Identify ownership, usage, condition (physical aedological), and any
encroachment of waterfront.
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2) Develop a rational maintenance plan and/or cowecéictions based upon the
usage and condition of the most important parcetreas.

3) Increase owner and public education on the recordegemanagement of the
most important parcels or areas.

4) Permanently protect these areas as economicallgffentively as possible.

5) Continue participation in the technical review @ess by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeeriib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spacesvah all future planning,
public and private.
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GOAL #6 FRESHWATER RESOURCES To preserve the Town's
freshwater resources for its natural function as widlife habitat,
fisheries, drinking water, and recreation.

Protecting our freshwater resources is important to
maintaining our quality of life in Danvers. The
various streams and brooks provide habitats foryman
plants, animals, and fish. In addition, the Ipswich
River and Putnamville Reservoir provide bot
drinking water and recreational activities. Wat
quality must be improved by reducing sources 0
pollution such as pesticides, herbicides, fertibze

erosion, and siltation. Water quality can also be
improved by reducing the amount of infiltration rino

oil, gas, and salt from roadways and parking areas.

During the 1960s, Frost Fish Brook was realigned to
accommodate the building of a development called®
Woodvale. This realignment contributed to the loss= o
of fish runs and the degradation of water quality.
Fortunately, since the introduction of the Wetlarféiotection Act, developers and
property owners have to meet much stricter criteria

N

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1) Continue cooperation with appropriate officials aagencies to identify and
protect surface waters as well as those areas imtegdadjacent.

2) Continue creation and maintenance of recreatioppbdunities on appropriate
surface waters.

3) Protect freshwater habitat through education aroreament.

4) Educate residents on the surface water values dmel impact of
development/activity on these surface waters.

5) Continue participation in the technical review @s€ by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeeriib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.
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GOAL # 7 HABITAT PRESERVATION : To protect the existing lands and
wetlands that help sustain the various native and mgratory wildlife,
fish, and birds in Danvers.

The purpose of habitat preservation is to prothet tegetated communities in which
wildlife, fish, and birds live and breed. As deberd herein, habitat protection is often a
secondary benefit of other protections, whethersitthe protection of open space,
stormwater retention areas, or waterfronts, etc.

There are various benefits of habitat protecti? ;
Protection has an aesthetic value as evidenced by
the popularity of bird watching. Protection als@¥

has an ecological value by preserving the natyg
balance between species and the biodiversity.
an area. Furthermore, protection provides a bu

reduce potential conflicts.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish this goal:

1) Continue to identify and protect specific areas amgnt for habitat, feeding,
wintering or migration of wildlife.

2) Continue participation in the technical review pss by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeertib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.
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GOAL #8 STORMWATER RETENTION: To prevent flooding of
downstream areas through the preservation of natura detention
areas.

In a natural drainage pattern, water flows downwtmbugh brooks and tributaries
before reaching the ocean or rivers. In Danvergyraber of such brooks flow through
the Town’s watersheds and flow into either the lipgvwRiver to the west or the Danvers,
Porter or Crane Rivers to the east. These tribdiesgks have natural flatlands and wide
depressions along their banks that accommodatextess flow of water during periods
of heavy rain and snow melt.

The vegetation that occurs along the brooks anacadf areas helps filter contaminants
from the stormwater before it discharges into tlmeoks. A secondary but no less
important function of this vegetation and the nakalepressions is the habitat it provides
for fish and wildlife.

The following objectives should be used as guidelines for the next five year period to
accomplish thisgoal:

1) Identify the brooks, streams and detention areasenti|gl to stormwater
management within the Town and protect from endro@t into these areas by

development.

2) Develop a public awareness program to emphasizenjhertance of maintaining
natural drainage courses and detention areas ftorflo@d protection and wildlife
habitat.

3) Continue participation in the technical review p@s€ by members of the
permanent Open Space and Recreation Advisory Cdeeriib ensure the focus
on passive and active recreation and open spaces/ah all future planning,
public and private.
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Section 9
Five-Year Action Plan

“To accomplish great things, we must not only abyjt also dream; not only

plan, but also believe.”
~ Anatole France



The following actions are recommended for impleragoh over the five years of this Plan.
Recognizing that priorities may change and thatabailability of properties and funding will
affect the proposed schedule, the sections of @0&8-2013 Open Space and Recreation Plan and
its recommended actions should be viewed as a ‘ntegal’ for the Town to utilize over the next
five-year period. It is not intended to be an egmuary list with an absolute schedule for
implementation.

Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee

This concept is a major key to the success of thegsed Open Space and Recreation Plan and
was proposed by several parties including the Geasen Commission, the Recreation
Committee, and the Town Manager. The Open SpaceRaudeation Advisory Committee,
established in 2006, ensures continuity betweenspda well as oversees the actions proposed in
Section 9 of the 2008 Plan. In addition, the corneritprovides a vehicle for continued public
input and support and allows for citizen assistatacéhe Department of Planning and Human
Services. The committee includes representativesotbier Town boards and acts as
“‘ombudsmen” for open space and recreation issukssgd. It is particularly helpful as a driving
force to initiate the following actions which aecommendations of this plan.

Open Space Intern Program/Stream Maintenance

The Town should consider forming a summer interogpam that concentrates on the
monitoring and clean up of various waterways in &#ss. The “Stream Team” could be
funded as part of or as a subset of the currenn@pace Intern Program, working to
identify problem areas and provide public educatiegarding surface water issues.
Another option could be to have the team work wht Department of Public Works.
The Town should explore the possibility of addingeomore intern position to be
primarily responsible for stream cleaning effoifee Town should work to expand the
program to its full staffing of six interns in ord® accomplish larger projects.

Since its foundation in 1986, the Open Space tnEBmogram has been responsible for
maintaining all the town-owned open space areamt®laance includes trail creation and
marking, construction of kiosks, posting maps asigigated areas, improving trail

conditions by building bridges or adding wood chtpsthe pathway in muddy areas,
painting the wood surfaces such as picnic tableskk and some signage, planting of
annuals, perennials and shrubs, trash collectimhn@owing.

Review Management Plans for all Open Space andeReen Areas

The Town needs to continue to formalize its stewfaipg of existing and future open
space and recreation areas by developing writtenagement plans for each parcel.
These should include a map, inventory, purpose,gaads which will generate a budget
and designation of a responsible party for its eauek custody.

Access to Open Space and Recreation Areas

The Town should develop a process to identify anminpte current access points and to
seek out new or connecting pathways to improve exjghnd accessibility to more

residents of Danvers. Maps and signs should betegdad available in the Recreation
Office at Town Hall and at each open space arahivittual maps for each open space
area should be provided at the open space aretle d&iiosks with a note that encourages
users to download the maps off the Town’s websitk @aper copies should be available
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at the Planning Department’s office. The open sgagdebook should be updated and
should include the redesigned recreation areas.récommended to improve signage at
the recreation areas by making the signage morsistent. Wheelchair access should be
provided where possible.

Education of Abutters and Residents

The Town should develop a process to identify moblareas and provide specific
educational information to abutters and/or abuséopen space lands.

In addition, development of a broader public edocéinformation program through the
schools, library, cable, Town web sites, and newspa about the opportunities and
responsibilities regarding open space and recreatioDanvers should be undertaken.
Furthermore, the Town should seek to collaboraté eical high schools and colleges
for assistance with this project.

FOCUS AREAS

MUDDY BOO (A concept for the protection of a valuable storm water detention area)

It is recommended that we protect the undevelopetions of the area in South Central Danvers
known as Muddy Boo. Muddy Boo is bounded on thetwegsRoute 95, on the north by Centre
Street, on the east by Prince and Garden Street®rathe south by Route 114.

The protection of this area is important in ordepteserve its natural function as a storm water
detention area and as a habitat for animals anérfeatl. The area is covered with a dense
growth of small trees, shrubs, and other vegetatibich functions naturally to collect and hold
storm water and release it gradually to the Crarm®B the main stream of this watershed.

There are approximately 81 acres of undevelopetamas in this area owned by seven different
landowners. Muddy Boo has been identified for ptive in all five of the prior Open Space
and Recreation Plans and has decreased in sizevatopment encroaches from all directions
along its perimeter in the drier areas. Negotiaifr protecting the areas needed for drainage
should commence in the first year of the five-yaetion plan.

Recommended Actions:

+«» Protect remaining parcels comprising Muddy Boo:

e 64 Centre Street (Parcel 041 17&)out 24.9 acres
153R Andover Street (Parcel 048 03)out 15.9 acres
27R Prince Street (Parcel 049 14atout 10.2 acres
5 Southside Road (Parcel 040 03Hout 6.4 acres
19 Garden Street (Parcel 049 03#)out 6.5 acres; portion
27 Prince Street (Parcel 049 03&)put 1.1 acres; portion
23 Prince Street (Parcel 049 03dhput 9.8 acres; portion
86R Centre Street (Parcel 041 182&)out 6.9 acres
56 Centre Street (Parcel 041 178)out 2.8 acres; portion

+« Provide information to business and private abuttes about the significance of the
Muddy Boo and the need to protect it.
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LEBEL'S CRESCENT (A concept for a continuous greenbelt along the Ipswich River)

A number of properties along the Ipswich River ewerently protected from development, either
through the ownership of the Town of Danvers or @mmmonwealth of Massachusetts. These
properties include the Danvers Town Forest off BuxRoad, the Town’s well sites, and the
Ipswich River Canoe Launch. With the protection fotir additional properties (through
acquisition, easement, or other method) a contisliok between the Town of Danvers Transfer
Station to the former Danvers State Hospital prigpérow known as Avalon) can be created.
The key piece for this continuous link or greenleltebel's Grove, the approximately 21-acre
property at 390 Andover Street which also possesges 1,000 feet of frontage on the Ipswich
River. The name “Lebel's Crescent” shows recognitd the importance of this property to the
concept.

Protecting the parcels identified in Lebel's Credgceill provide a continuous link of open
space, allow for passive recreational trails, cores¢he entire length of Ipswich River frontage
in Danvers, and preserve its habitat. Implemenainglan for protection of all 16 parcels
comprising the Crescent during the next five yeails make Lebel's Crescent a reality and
accomplish five goals of this Plan.

Recommended Actions:

% Protect “Lebel's Grove”, 390 Andover Street.
e Through the past development of Westover FarmsTtven has acquired four parcels of open
space (Parcels 023 070, 023 010, 023 016 and 0@B &%l should consider constructing a
playground on one of these parcels.

« Acquire an easement over the former Danvers State d$pital property to connect
to park and trails as required by the conditions ofredevelopment of the 75 acres at
the Highlands/Lowlands property.
e As part of the development of Avalon at Hathornd, Hine developer agreed to donate funds
toward the establishment of an off-site facility.

% Acquire easements to link the Town Forest to Lebed Grove through Well Site 1:
¢ 59R Buxton Road (Parcel 038 008pout 6.4 acres, Temple Sinai
e 54 Buxton Road (Parcel 038 00@hout 7.4 acres; Sons of Jacob Cemetery

+« Acquire easements or protect:
e 18R Buxton Road (Parcel 046 00a)put 21.1 acres; New England Power Company
e 24R Buxton Road (Parcel 046 00ahput 13.5 acres; New England Power Company
e 105 Popes Lane (Parcel 047 0G&)out 35.7 acres; New England Power Company - This would
provide a link from Transfer Station (former larijlifio Town Forest.

« Acquire easements over the remainder of Commonwedlt of Massachusetts’
properties.

« Construct “Lebel's Arch” — a pedestrian walkway ove Route 114.
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Parcel # Address

047 005
047 023
047 003
046 002
046 001
046 004
038 005
038 007
038 001
038 003
030010
030017
030 005
023 070

105 Popes Ln.

7 Helen Dr.

105 Popes Ln.
18R Buxton Rd.
24 Buxton Rd.
50 Buxton Rd.
54R Buxton Rd.
54 Buxton Rd.
61 Buxton Rd.
59R Buxton Rd.
390 Andover St.
401 Andover St.
98 Green St.

8 West St.

1Z¢€
(Acres)
551
04
357
21.1
13.5
16.8
61.7
7.4
14.1
64
214
54
35
94

Parcel# Address Acl:esl
15 023016 0 Pat Dr. 0.7
16 030 010A 19 West St. 225
17 023010 5 West St. 8.1
18 017001 200 Dayton St. 42.0
19 017002 225DaytonSt. 156.2
20 018 054 111 MiddletonRd. 8.4
21 018 064 99 Middleton Rd. 23.7
22 018030 471 Maple St. 04
23 018059 466 Maple St. 39
24 018 057 10 Hathorne Ave. 0.7
25 018 058 5 Hathorne Ave. 0.7
26 018 056 4 Hathorne Ave. 0.4
27 018 060 470 Maple St. 0.7




CHOATE-PUTNAMVILLE CONNECTOR
A. CHOATE FARM CONSERVATION AREA

On May 18, 2001, the Town of Danvers acquired axprately 22 acres of Choate Farm. With
this acquisition, the Town protects one of its f@maining large open space tracts. Since the last
Open Space Plan, the property at 407 Locust Stieeteen subdivided into two lots and the
Town has acquired a portion of this parcel for @ate Farm Conservation Area at 401 Locust
Street. This area has been used by the DanverseBlang and High Schools as well as Salem
State College. The Rotary Club of Danvers has peavisignificant improvements to much of
the area including a parking lot (which was necgssa provide safety), benches, and a trail
complex through the upland forest. Prior to develept of the parking lot, visitors had to park
on the road shoulder of Locust Street.

Recommended Actions:

+ Implementation of the use and management plan for:
e 401 Locust Street (Parcel 010 058)put 22 acres

« Develop a use and management plan for Moore Woodso@servation Area and
direct Open Space Intern Program work to actively mplement it.
e 273R Locust Street (Parcel 015 039&)put 5 acres

« Encourage public participation of care and maintenace of property including the
Miriam E. Cooper Peach Orchard, parking lot, upland trail, Rail Road right-of-
way, and Swampwalk.

« Construct Swampwalk from railroad right-of-way through Leach’s Swamp to
access pond vista.

« Develop trail link via railroad right-of-way to Mas sachusetts Audubon in Topsfield.
¢+ Acquire open-space parcels from cluster subdivisiafor public use.
B. PUTNAMVILLE PLAYGROUND EXPANSION

The Putnamville Playground is a “neighborhood pdolcated at 11 Wenham Street (Parcel 021
062). Due to the increase in the number of childvéhin the surrounding area, an expansion of
the facility should be explored. The Putnamvilldstation is scheduled to be dismantled within
the next couple years and a formal trail systerkirigp the playground to the High School on

Cabot Road should be developed. A large open patc203R Locust Street (Parcel 021 070),
which is currently under the control of the Consg¢ion Commission, is located between the
Putnamville Playground and the High School. Tradse been established by the High School
cross-country team over the years. The Town, horvelees not actively market this area for use
in the existing guidebook.

Recommended Actions:

+ ldentify areas for parking.

+ Investigate the feasibility of expanding the parkmto the Danvers Electric Division
substation area to be taken off-line in the near fuwre.

« Develop trails linking playground to High School.
« Expand playground.
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0021 039B

(Acres)

401 Locust St. 21.9
273R Locust St. 5.0
11 Wenham St. 40
203R Locust St. 8.4
16 Wildwood Rd. 11.4
2 Makushkin Ln. 1.4
13 Wildwood Rd. 2.8

15 Toomey St. 1.7
15 Rocky Hill Cir. 12.0
27 Neal Rd. 7.2

Parcel # Address

11 021080 12 Auburn St.
12 021095
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21 Rocky Hill Cir. 1.7
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WEST PARK (A proposal for a neighborhood park for West
Danvers)

The neighborhood of West Danvers is separated fthen
remainder of the Town by two major roadways, Rdutend
Interstate 95. While home to a number of residegydgicularly
along Dayton and Centre/Green Streets, the neigpbbordoes
not currently contain any active recreation areas.
neighborhood park to which residents can walk aydle is
proposed. Acquisition of a property with sufficiesize to
accommodate a playground, basketball courts, a i-omdt

field, and picnic tables is necessary.

Recommended Actions:

>

L)

S

Identify potential properties for use such as:

e 35 Green Street (Parcel 031 06a)out 5.6 acres

X/
°

X/
°

X/
°

A

Westover Farms (Parcels 023 070, 023 010, 023@13090) about 18.9 acres
140 Dayton Street (Parcel 031 06a&)out .87 acres
142 Dayton Street (Parcel 031 06ahout .81 acres
144 Dayton Street (Parcel 031 06&)out .16 acres

Negotiate with owners to acquire property.
Construct and develop park.

Increase neighborhood involvement.

FOLLY HILL WATERSHED (A concept of contiguous lots
forming a water shed)

The highest and most compact watershed in Dangetkei
sweep of land from the top of Folly Hill that roltlown
through the farm at 40 Foster Street, squeezesr UHltett
Street, spreads through the "Swiss cheese" of
developed/undeveloped lots between the Williams8icand

the Danversport Yacht Club and settles into a feedeuary

of the Porter River. A holistic plan that attends this
topography is needed to insure no further uninténde
disruption of the watershed. Protection of the dargphill
tracts and smaller lots downstream may requird\al years

of this plan but first-year focus on the Reeve Tprsperties and 40 Foster Street is vital.

The Town has acquired a portion of the Reeve Tprgerties contiguous with the lot already

owned by the Town.

Recommended Actions:

Protect remaining properties:

e 126 Elliott Street (Parcel 053 10@)out 3.4 acres; Currently protected by Chapter 61A

e 36 Foster Street (Parcels 053 104#jout .5 acres; Currently agricultural use
e 40 Foster Street (Parcel 053 10&)out 11.9 acres; Currently agricultural use
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FOUR-RIVERS ESTUARIES (A concept of contiguous shoreline)

The Porter, Crane & Waters Rivers converge to fdrenDanvers River which, in turn, leads to
the Atlantic Ocean. The long, winding, shorelinetludse estuaries emerge from contaminated
industrial sites (that require cleanup) to undiséar saltwater marsh where shorebirds forage.

Recommended Actions:

«» Protect “Waters River Gateway”
e Water frontage at 126 & 128 Water Street (Parc@s@b4A & 064 064)about 1.9 acres

« Protect “Waters River Estuary”, specifically the storeline on both sides from the
river mouth to the Danvers-Peabody Town Line and aguire property from the
former New England Home for the Deaf.

e 152 Water Street (Parcel 067 00&hout 17 acres - This property contains a historic
structure as well as newer construction of anothetlity for resident care. There is a
large grassed area between the buildings and trefstnt.

e Acquire land next to Waters River through fee asegaent for public access including
fishing, strolling, and access to Wrights Beaclkrad of Jacob’s Landing/NEPCO ROW.
Wright's Beach is inaccessible at the current time.

« Work with North Shore Medical Center officials to encourage the construction of
walking paths for employees, patients and others.
e 100 Endicott Street (Parcel 064 14a)put 49 acres; North Shore Medical Center

% Protect the outer banks of the Porter River:
e 55 Conant St. (Parcel 044 24apout 31.1 acres; Holten Richmond Middle School
31 & 31R Elliott Street (Parcels 044 026 & 044 Q2bput 13.3 acres combined
105R & 107R Elliott Street (Parcels 053 086A & @), about 17.1 acres combined
17 Riverbank Ave. (Parcel 052 12@pout .4 acre
81R & 95 Liberty St. (Parcels 052 057A & 052 06&)out 13.4 acres combined
34, 30, 29, 31,33, & 35 Congress Ave. (Parcels@&8 053 050, 053 066, 053 067, 053
068, & 053 069)about .8 acre combined
21 Harvard St. (Parcel 043 048pout .3 acre
e 55 Clinton Ave. (Parcel 059 002B3bout 12.7 acres

% Protect the inner shore of the Porter and Crane Riers
e 8 & 10 Harbor St. (Parcels 059 119 & 059 119%Kout 3.7 acres combined
e 35,44, 48, 6, 56, 57, & 58 River St. (Parcels @92, 059 187, 060 005, 060 008, 060
007, 060 009, & 060 001pout 14 acres combined
3 River Dr. (Parcel 059 18%bout 4.7 acres
McDewell Ave. (Parcel 059 190gbout 3.7 acres
13 Mill St. (Parcel 059 204@bout 1.7 acres
28 Water St. (Parcel 059 134hout 2.5 acres
20 Cheever St. (Parcel 059 03&)put 1.9 acres

+«» Protect “Danvers River Estuary”
e Shoreline of 22 Jacobs Ave. (Parcel 067 0889ut 7 acres, New England Power Co.
e Shoreline of 15 Mt. Carmel Rd. (Parcel 067 O&bput 11.4 acres
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Streams Parcel#  Address Size (Acres) Parcel#  Address Size (Acres)
[_1 Ponds 1 044241 55 Conant St. 31.1 19 060005 48 River St. 0.5
L% Wetlands 2 044027 3IR Elliott Street 44 20 060008 6 River St. Ct. 0.4
3 044026 31 Elliott St. 8.9 21 060007 56 River St. 0.3
4 052127 17 Riverbank Ave. 04 22 060009 58 River St. 1.2
5 052057A S8IR Liberty St. 1= 23 060001 57 River St. 0.5
6 052062 95 Liberty St. 11.7 24 059189 3 River Dr. 4.7
7 053049 34 Congress Ave. 0.1 25 059190 McDewell Ave. 37
8 053048 21 Harvard Ave. 0.3 26 059191 35 River St. 59
9 053050 30 Congress Ave. 0.3 27 059204 13 Mill St. 1.7
10 053 066 29 Congress Ave. 0.1 28 059 134 28 Water St. 25
11 053067 31 Congress Ave. 0.1 29 059039 20 Cheever St. 1.9
12 053068 33 Congress Ave. 0.1 30 059 002B 55 Clinton Ave. 12.7
13 053069 35 Congress Ave. 0.1 31 064 142 100 Endicott St. 49.0
14 053 086A 105R Elliott St. 25 32 064 064 128 Water St. 1.3
April 2008 15 053070  107R Elliott St. 14.6 33 065054A 126 Water St. 19
Sources: Town of Danvers GIS 16 059119 8 Harbor St. 24 34 067001 152 Waters St. 172
MassGIS 17 059 119A 10 Harbor St. 1.3 35 067003 22 Jacobs Ave. 7.0
18 059 187 44 River St. s 36067076  15Mt. CarmelRd. 114




NIKE KNOLL

The United States Government discontinued use eof\tiiKE
Site at 72 North Street some years ago and theefsopas
recently become more actively used by the Natidhahrd.
Though a specific use has not been identified, Tiben has
expressed an interest in protecting the approximndi2-acre
property from development.

Located adjacent to the NIKE Site are two undewsdby
properties under common ownership: 68 and 70 N®ttbet.

The protection of these properties in conjunctiathwhat of

the NIKE Site would result in protection of about acres of
open space in a well-developed neighborhood. Furitee, a

possibility exists for protection of a portion tipeoperty at

252R Locust Street upon which a dwelling curresttists.

Recommended Actions:

¢ Protect the properties most vulnerable to developnr:
e 68 North Street (Parcel 015 03@pout 1.3 acres
e 70 North Street (Parcel 014 208hout .7 acre

+ Contact the Federal Government and negotiate for th protection of:
e 72 North Street (Parcel 014 078hout 12 acres

+«» Protect other important properties:
e 252R Locust Street (Parcel 021 039&)put 5.7 acres
e 7 Bridle Spur RoadParcel 001 001)about 9.8 acres; Also known as the Bridle Spur
Road Extension. Acquiring this 9.8-acre propertyuldgorovide additional protection to
the Putnamville Reservoir owned by the Salem-Bgwatater Supply Board.

@ LOBAO SWAMP/BISHOP'S MEADOW /COLLEGE
POND

Lobao Swamp, Bishop’s Meadow, and College Pondttaee
wetlands located within the area bound by Summeee§t
Interstate 95, and Maple Street. Although the Tawmently
owns a number of properties within the limits oés¢b natural
resources, the sensitive environmental nature laad/dluable
function that these wetlands perform warrant ptaiacof the
other properties which comprise them. One of thestmo
important property owners in this area is St. Jshn’
Preparatory School which is the single largest aovafdand
within Lobao Swamp and Bishop’'s Meadow. It is
recommended that methods of protection be discusgbdhe School. The discussions between
the Town and St. John’s Preparatory School conegrrthe construction of additional
recreational fields on the upland portions of tbka®I's property should continue to encourage
the School and Town’s shared use. Plans to expaloiooGs Field to include a larger baseball
diamond and a new practice field for football aterently underway. St. John’s Preparatory
School anticipates construction to begin in Jur@820




Recommended Actions:

+«» Protect parcels around Lobao Swamp, Bishop’s Meadovand College Pond:
e 36 Spring Street (Parcel 025 073abpout 21 acres

40 Summer Street (Parcel 034 003&)out 4 acres

50 Spring Street (Parcel 019 01&)put 111 acres; St. John’s Preparatory School

65 Spring Street (Parcel 020 04&)put 30 acres; St. John’s Preparatory School

126R North Street (Parcel 013 024hout 2.6 acres; St. John’s Preparatory School

164 Summer Street (Parcel 014 2Ghput 5 acres; (portion in Bishop’s meadow)

21 Spring Street (Parcel 025 07d)put 23 acres; (adjacent to College Pond)

12 College Pond Drive (Parcel 034 00ahout 15 acres; (private dedicated open space

located adjacent to the Town-owned College Ponds@wation Area)
e 18 Summer Street (Parcel 034-008&)put 5 acres; Wadsworth Cemetery

LINDALL HILL

The property at the former Hunt Hospital whichasdted at
75 Lindall Street contains over 16 acres of lan@siof the
buildings are not in use, but some are still usednadical
offices or in transition to another use. A portwithis parcel
(described as Lot 1 and including areas of CreesadRand
Lindall Street Extension) was set aside during t
development of the Hunt Hospital for permanent grton.
Lots 3 and 4 have been reserved under a private Space
Restriction Easement with
Conservation Restriction. Lot 4 includes a utibigsement.

Recommended Actions:

similar conditions as

+«» The Town should work towards developing a passivescreation site for seniors at:
e 75 Lindall Street (Parcel 034 13%jout 16 acres

A

FERNCROFT CONSERVATION AREA

The Town of Danvers currently holds an agreemett tie
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the use of tlea ar
surrounding Ferncroft Pond. The placement of thaperty
under the permanent control of the Town would got@ethe
continuing use of the property by the Town. The ©Space
Intern Program maintains the trails located onpifugerty.

Recommended Actions:

+* Initiate negotiations to acquire the Ferncroft
Conservation Area (the “lease” area) from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.



RIVERSIDE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND AREA

The approximately two-acre property abutting theelRside

School to the north and located immediately adjaterthe

play fields would provide a natural and much need
extension of these fields. The Town purchased &igroof

81R Liberty Street (Parcel 052 057A) in Novembe@@or

the possible expansion of recreational fields atRiverside
School which directly abuts this parcel.

Recommended Actions:
¢+ Acquire portions of

e 69 Liberty Street (Parcel 052 052pout 2.4 acres
e 67 Liberty Street (Parcel 052 05&pout 3.3 acres
e 59 Liberty Street (Parcel 052 048@pout 1.5 acres

parking facilities.
Recommended Actions:

+ Negotiate with property owners for acquisition of:

e 48 River Street (Parcel 060 008hout .5 acre
e 25 River Street (Parcel 059 19ahout .5 acre

ﬁ JOHN GEORGE PARK/SANDY BEACH RECREATION AREA

The waterfront area known as John George Parkcatdd on River
Street adjacent to Crane Marina and Sandy Beachth®mpposite
side of River Street, lies the Town’'s only publi@abh. The
acquisition of 25 River Street would allow the empan of the
playground at John George Park while the acqursitd 48 River
Street would provide improved access to Sandy Baeachexpanded

** Negotiate the granting of an easement for a boardla along the waterfront between

Water Street and John George Park.

PARK-to-CLARK CONNECTOR

Saint Mary of the Annunciation Cemetery at 155 Hbba
Street (Parcel 042 008A), owned by the Archdiocete
Boston, physically separates Endicott Park fromrlCliaarm.

In addition to the Agricultural Preservation Redidn

placed on Clark Farm, the Town also has a recmeatio
easement around the perimeter of the property foal&ing

trail. With the acquisition either by easement arghase of
a small portion of the cemetery, the Town couldvte a
continuous link from the trails within Endicott Rao Clark
Farm and ultimately to Gates Field and the Hightand

Q

School.
Recommended Actions:

Contact the owner and negotiate for an easement @rcquisition of a portion of the

Annunciation Cemetery.

e 155 Hobart Street (Parcel 042 008Abput 27.9 acres, Archdiocese of Boston
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GATES FIELD TRAILS

The Town currently owns Gates Field at 15 Stoneésti
which contains soccer fields and parking. Additioperking
is available at the Senior Center and the Highla®dsool,
both of which are adjacent to the fields. The umdtgved
portion of the Gates property contains woodland$ some
wetlands and is suitable for the development ofirgatrails
for use by neighbors, elders, and visitors.

Recommended Actions:

+«» Develop trails on Gates Field property
e 15 Stone Street (Parcel 049 10éhout 23 acres

REBECCA NURSE EASEMENT

This property located at 149 Pine Street is culyantprivate

ownership by the Danvers Alarm List Company. Thevio
should pursue a conservation or public use easeroent
walking trails to add further protection from patiah

development.

Recommended Actions:

+ Discuss permanent protection with owners of
Rebecca Nurse Homestead
e 149 Pine Street (Parcel 057 20&)put 26 acres

ESSEX AGRICULTURAL AND TECHNICAL HIGH
SCHOOL AND NORTH SHORE COMMUNITY COLLEGE:

Essex Agricultural and Technical High School ordxsAggie (as
it is commonly referred to) is an independent, estfainded, day
school serving grades nine through twelve. It isated in the
Hathorne section of Town near the Middleton towreliFounded
in 1913, Essex Aggie serves students from variouss within a
twenty mile radius of the school. The Aggie eduwai program

specializes in plant, animal, and EnvironmentaéBces.

Recommended Actions:

« Work with merger committee to ensure incorporation

of continued public access.

DS

>

* Protect:

e 562 Maple Street (Parcel 012 00&)put 24.8 acres

e 565 Maple Street (Parcel 012 004hput 83.7 acres

e 10 Ferncroft Road (Parcel 012 017Bbput 65.8 acres

L)

» Continue cooperative partnership with Essex Aggierouse of athletic fields.



FIVE YEAR RECREATION FIELD AND FACILITY PLAN

The Recreation Division currently offers 362 Chédde and Recreational Programs that service
over 6,400 participants per year. The Division alsws an award winning Concert Series in the
summer. The waterfront attracts over 2,000 visitoysboat and over 1,000 boaters use the
Town's Pope's Landing boat ramp and Crane RiveinglaEndicott Park has 123,000 visitors
throughout the year. Thirteen youth and adult sleagues use every possible field in Town.

The Recreation Division permits and schedules aW fields and facilities and works with St.
John's Preparatory School and Essex Aggie on shiseege of their fields.

The Geese Management and Integrated Pest Managprognams are also administered by the
Recreation Division and the Board of Health.

The fields and facilities utilized in the above igities are constantly monitored by the
Recreation Division, the Recreation Committee dedRublic Works Department.

An important component of any Open Space and RecreBlan is the continuing maintenance
and improvements required for all recreationalliiées within the Town. Action plans for the

maintenance and improvements appear in the Five Reareation Field and Facility Plan
below.

Funding for improvements and maintenance comes &eweral sources including the Town of
Danvers, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, resnedeagues, Friends of Danvers
Recreation, Friends of Endicott Park, and privateations.

Recommended Actions:

« Formalize an agreement with New England Power Compegy to use the practice
fields on Bow Street.

+«» Continue discussions with Essex Aggie and St. JolsnPreparatory School over
shared use of fields and other possible joint pros.

« Implement the Five Year Recreation Field and Facity Plan.

Priority

1 | Needs to be addressed immediately (1-2 yrs)
2 | Recommended to be addressed in 3-5 yrs

3 | Not a top priority, but should be addressed

4 | Future consideration

Funding
SF | State Funded
TF | Town Funded
PF | Privately Funded
PTF | Private/Town Funded
C | Currently Underway
NEI | Not Enough Information
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LOCATION

5 Year - Recreation Facility Plan 05-02-2008
IMPROVEMENTS

PRIORITY

FUNDING

HIGHLAND SCHOOL Link to gates 3 PTF
Lights on tennis courts 3 TF
Lights on basketball court 3 TF
Regrade fields/fix drainage 1 PTF
Finish fencing tennis courts 1 TF
Repair playground Drainage 1 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Repair/replace backstop 1 TF
Improve 2nd infield area 1 TF
Geese management 1 TF

| GREAT OAK SCHOOL Multi-use field (outfields) 4 PTF
Permanent concession stand with restrooms 2 PT
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Improve parking 1 TF
Batting cages 3 PTF
Add dugouts 3 PTF
| THORPE SCHOOL Multi-purpose fields 1 PTF

Replace basketball backboards 2 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Street hockey lines 1 TF

RIVERSIDE SCHOOL Develop additional field space 3 PTF
Improve quality of turf 1 PTF
Improve school common area and playground 1 PTH
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Geese management 1 TF
Light maintenance 1 TF

SMITH SCHOOL Nature/Walking trails/Pond 3 PTF
Poles to stop cars from entering 1 PTF
Ongoing playground maintenan@gequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
St. Johns Preparatory School proposal 4 PTH
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF

DANVERS HIGH SCHOOL Artificial grass field Deering Stadium 2 TF
Add outdoor lights - football, soccer fields 1 PT
Add outdoor lights - basketball court 3 TF
Resurface/Rebuild track 1 TF
Replace bleachers 2 TF
Improve high school (left) turf 1 PTF
Rebuild tennis courts 3 TF
Ongoing playground Maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
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LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS PRIORITY FUNDING
DANVERS HIGH SCHOOL Geese management 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Project adventure course 2 PTF
| BRADSTREET PARK Designated entry walkway 2 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
FOLLY HILL PARK Basketball court 1 TF
Remove paved area - replace with grass 1 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome Sign (of location) 2 PTF
LAWRENCE STREET PARK Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign - of location 2 PTF
Repair/replace flower beds 3 PTF
| PRESTON STREET PARK Orientation of field 3 PTF
Improve drainage 3 TF
Parking improvements 3 TF
Improve entryway roadside 2 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
PUTNAMVILLE PARK Parking 2 TF
Walking trails 3 TF
Replace playground equipment 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Develop abandoned substation land 2 PTH
Replace playground surfacing with wood chips 1 TF
RAND CIRCLE PARK Shade structure 1 PF
Basketball hoop 1 PF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
SANDY BEACH PARK Interactive pool area 4 TF
Community swimming pool 4 TF
Community boat house 4 TF
Expanded beach area 2 TF
Remove storm drain 1 TF
Power source at life guard stand 3 TF
Life guard stand 1 TF
Geese/wildlife maintenance 1 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Dredging 1 TF
Expand parking 1 TF
Water Quality 1 TF
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LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS PRIORITY FUNDING
SOUTHWICK PARK Shade structure 2 TF
Trees 2 TF
Permanent picnic table 1 TF
Formalize use agreement on abutting field 1 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
| SOUTHWICK PARK Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
Off-street parking area 3 TF
| WILLIAMS SCHOOL Add picnic tables 1 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
| PLAINS PARK Field surface 4 & 6, skinned backstops 2 PTF
Speed bumps on exit road 2 PTF
Tennis court signage 1 TF
Tennis court resurfacing 1 TF
Tennis court backboard 1 TF
Tennis court benches 1 TF
Tennis court fencing 1 TF
Light maintenance 1 TF
Light capital replacement 1 PTF
Memorial Field - dugouts, drainage Backup 3 PTF
Twi field bleachers - 1st Base side 1 PTF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
TAPLEY PARK Batting cage 2 PF
Improve basketball lighting 2 TF
Re-alignment & lining of parking area 1 PTF
No Parking signs along outfield fence C
Backstop Phinney Field 2 TF
Well for watering 1 TF
Maintain ball field lights 1 TF
Replace dugouts 2 PF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing) 1 TF
Replace bleachers- Phinney Field 1 PTF
Repair fence - Moulton Field 2 PTF
Screening for Pine St. House 1 PTF
Pave front parking area 1 PTF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
| GATES FIELDS Wetlands study to allow for fields to be turned add a field 3 PTF
Snack bar/Concession stand 3 PTF
Restrooms 3 PF
Connection to Highland School area 2 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing 1 TF
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LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS PRIORITY FUNDING
GATES FIELDS Ongoing resoding 2 PTF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
| JOHN GEORGE PARK Geese management 1 TF
Fitness signage for walking path 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PT
Improve Power Center 2 TF
Ongoing playground maintenan@eequipment and surfacing 1 TF
THE MEADOWS Benches 2 TF
Lighting 1 TF
Safety sighage 1 TF
Improve ice maintenance C
Grade parking lot 3 TF
Repair bridge 1 PTF
Maintain water dam 1 TF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
TOWN FOREST Trail improvements 2 PTF
Roadway access 1 PTF
Improve parking 1 PTF
Improve signage 1 PTF
Welcome sign (of location) 2 PTF
| ENDICOTT PARK Replace playground components 1 PTF
Repair/replace playground fencing 1 PTF
Extend fencing to include shade tree 1 PTF
Install irrigation - North Green 1 TF
Regrade/Resurface walkways 2 TF
Install irrigation heads Front Orchard 1 TF
Construct trail for the blind 3 PTF
Construct swamp observation platform 3 PTF
Construct swamp walk 3 TF
Rebuild stone wall 3 PTF
Install Clivis restroom - Back Orchard 2 PTF
Install artesian well for irrigation 2 PTF
Rebuild/repair Life Trail 2 PTF
Geese management 1 TF
Upkeep of Pooper Scooper locations 2 PTF
Life Trail improvements 1 PTF
Reconstruct paddock fence line 2 TF
Correct erosion by handicap fishing platform 1 F
Maintain bridges (roads by the bridges) 1 PTF
CRANE RIVER MARINA Bank stabilization to prevent erosion 1 TF
Restroom facility for boaters 3 PT
Improve marina security 2 TF
Dock improvement program 1 C
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LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS PRIORITY FUNDING
POPE'S LANDING Rebuild boat launch ramp 1 SF
Alarm system installation 3 TF

Waterfront office renovations/additions 3 TF

| HARBOR Dredging 1 TFISF

Water quality management 1 C
Construction of fishing pier 4 SF
Mooring Management Plan 1 TF
Replace 12' Rescue Boat 2 TF
Construct canoe/kayak launch 2 SF

Regulatory sign/buoy replacement 1 C

Potential Recreation Facilities

Synthetic turf fields

Bike paths

Swamp Walk

River Walkway

Multi-use pathway

Indoor/outdoor skating rink

Dog park

State Hospital - trails, passive park

Lebel’'s Grove - multi-use park

Essex Aggie - recreation partnerships

Precinct 8 - playground, field space

Town-wide basketball courts

Senior park at Hunt Hospital

Bocce courts

81




82



Appendix

Town of Danvers
Open Space and Recreation Advisory Committee

In November 2006, the Open Space & Recreation AdyisCommittee
(OSRAC) initiated a town-wide survey to seek infroim the townspeople
as to their perceptions of the current status ahadé needs for Open Space
and Recreation facilities within the Town. Respottsthe questionnaire was
outstanding, with 941 responses. This Appendix sanmes the results of
the survey. A computerized “Excel” version of thenplete survey results
as submitted by responders, including very detailadative responses to
Questions 5, 6, 9 and the special “Narrative Contsiegsection may be
obtained upon request to Susan Fletcher at Danv@ns Hall, Assistant
Director of the Planning and Human Services Depantm

This Appendix includes a copy of the Questionnaige,summary of
responses where numerical quantities could be mddaiand a summary of
some of the more significant findings of the survd3ercentages shown on
the “numerical”’ charts reflect both the percentagall responses received
for the question, (i.e. including “no response”)datme percentage when
those “no responses” were excluded.



Resident Survey

Dear Resident:

The Town of Danvers is conducting a Community Needs Survey. We are preparing a Master Plan to guide
recreation, park, and open space planning and development. To best accommodate and serve the community,
we need your help. Please take 5-8 minutes to complete this survey.

All survey information is anonymous and will provide input on specific priorities based on the needs of our
citizens.

If you have any questions regarding this survey, please contact me by calling (978) 777-0001 ext. 3027 or by
email at sfletcher@mail.danvers-ma.org.

We value your observations and priorities. Please participate in this survey.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SURVEY
1. During the year how often do you or your famyy members use the following?

a.  What open space areas (e.g. Endicott Park, Proctor Farm etc.) do you use?
How Often?

b. What parks & Recreational Facilities (e.g. John George Park, Plains Park etc) do you use?
How Often?

c. What waterfront facilities (i.e. Sandy Beach, Town marina etc.) do you use?
How Often?

2. How would you rate the overall condition of tle Town’s open space parcels, parks, recreationaldsities, and
waterfront?

Circle one: Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor

w

Do you think the Town’s “green infrastructure” of water resources, land, farms, forests, wildlifdabitats,
parks, recreational facilities, trails, and greenwas is important to the Town’s future?

CircleOne:  Yes No

E

Do you think there is a need for additional opn space and recreation areas?
Recreation areas/facilities (Circle One) Yes No
Open Space areas (Circle One) Yes No

5. What areas of town are in need of active or jgaive recreational facilities?

o

What types of recreational facilities would ya like to see in Town?

7. How important is it to you that the Town contnues to acquire open space and develop recreatioraeas?

(Circle One) a. Very Important b. Somewhat Important  ¢. Not Very Important d. Not Important

8. If the acquisition of open space and the deepment of new recreational areas is very, or somedwat important
to you, would you be willing to pay an additional archarge or tax of $30 a year for the next five yaa which
would then be matched by the State for the purposef acquiring open space and developing new recreatial
areas?

CircleOne: Yes No



9. What is your major source of information regading open space parcels, parks, recreational fadiles, and
activities that take place?Check as many as are appropriate)

O Newspapers O School Backpacks
O Web Site O Radio or Television
O Hyers O Program Brochures

O Other (M ease Specify)

10. Any there any additional comments that you would ke to make?

Demographic Information

(Please circle one answer for each question, unless otherwise instructed)

We understand that thisinformation is personal. All information provided in this survey will remain confidential and only
be used to guide usin evaluating the results of this survey.

Gender: Male Female
Age 18to 24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-7475+

Counting yourself, how many people currently live in your household, including children.
1 2 3 4 5+

List the numbers of household children in each category.
N/A

0-3yrs 4-7yrs 8-11yrs 12-15yrs 16-19 yrs

Circle the category which most closely approximates the combined total gross household income:

$25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000 $150,000 $250,000
Under to to to to to to Over
$24,999  $49,999 $74,999 $99,999 $149,999 $249,999 $499,999 $500,000
$500,000 and up

How long have you lived in Danvers?

0-3 years 4-7 years 8-11 years 12-15 years 16-19 years 20+ years
Thank you for your time. Y our answers will aid the Town in providing the best, and most accurate, services to our
residents. If you have further comments or suggestions, please fedl free to use the space provided. We appreciate any and
all responses

Comments.

PLEASE RETURN THIS SURVEY BY:

November 10, 2006
Drop-off boxes are located at Town Hall, Electric Light, and the Library
Or, you may mail it to: Susan Hetcher, Department of Planning and Human Services, Town Hall, One Sylvan Strest,
Danvers, MA 01923.



Summary of 2006 Survey Findings

Outstanding Survey Response from Danvers Townspeopi1 received. Many
responses contained detailed narrative comments.

Open Space areas most used:
- Endicott Park (76%)

- Plains Park (53%)

- Neighborhood Parks (42%)

88% rated Condition of Danvers Open Space “GoodEacellent”.

96% of Population rated “Green Infrastructure” Impat to Danvers’
Future.

64% see a need for more Recreation Areas and tiesili
76% see a need for more “Open Space” areas.
84% think it is important to acquire Open Space Redreation Areas.

65% of respondents are willing to pay a $50 taxlsarge per year for 5
years to acquire “Open Space”

Major Sources of Open Space & Recreation Infornmatio
- Newspapers — 82%

- Word of Mouth — 51%

- Flyers — 26%

- All other sources rated below 23%

Demographics of Survey Responders:

- 57% were female

- 49% were over 55 years of age — only 6% werageuthan 35
- 60% of households had annual incomes over $05,00

- 55% of respondents have lived in Danvers moae 0 years

Respondents showed significant narrative suppomBile & Walking
Path & Rail Trail

- Q5: Pro 34%; Con 3%

- Q6: Pro 49%; Con 2%

Surprising Responses

- On Q.6, 25% of responses asked for an “Ice Rink”

- There is little support for new sports field®5: 3%; Q6: 4%
- There was some support for a “Dog Park” — Q6: 6%

10% of “Final Comments” said “Stop Building” in Dears
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4a.

4b.

OPEN SPACE & RECREATION SURVEY - November 2006
Composite of All Responses Received

Assembled by David Saunders on 4/12/07

(Please visit the Dept. of Planning and Human Services for Survey Details.)

BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 TD1 TD2 TD3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
[Number of Respondents [ 941 | 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
.|Facilities Used By Family Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 TD3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
School Playgrounds 333 35 40 27 2 16 21 16 12 29 5 13 44 3 41 14 14 12 52 12
Neighborhood Parks 351 37 42 26 4 12 20 24 9 31 5 15 49 2 42 11 26 12 54 9
Plains Park 446 47 53 40 5 16 36 25 13 34 6 16 67 5 56 13 29 8 60 17
Tapley Park 147 16 18 12 3 8 10 7 8 8 3 3 24 3 16 9 10 4 11 8
Endicott Park 634 67 76 54 9 14 46 39 13 50 7 16 104 5 82 12 44 16 107 16
John George Park 321 34 38 22 4 12 27 17 9 18 5 5 55 3 42 11 23 13 48 7
Passive Open Space 234 25 28 25 4 3 23 13 4 21 4 1 34 3 27 7 13 5 41 6
None 32 3 4 5 1 0 5 5 1 1 0 0 6 0 3 0 3 2 0
No Response 107 11 8 1 0 14 9 2 4 0 0 29 4 12 1 4 19 0
Total: 2605 275 299 219 33 81 202 155 71 196 35 69 412 28 321 78 166 70 394 75
.|Condition of Open Space Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Excellent 300 32 34 30 3 7 27 17 8 24 5 9 48 1 35 8 26 9 38 5
Good 475 50 54 38 5 11 33 30 9 38 3 7 81 7 75 9 25 10 80 14
Satisfactory 101 11 11 7 1 0 9 9 1 2 2 3 20 3 5 3 13 2 21 0
Poor 9 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 2 0 1 0
No Response 56 6 2 2 1 11 4 1 3 0 1 18 1 3 0 2 0 6 1
Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
.|" Green Infrastructure" Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 J12
Yes 881 94 96 75 10 19 72 56 18 64 10 19 152 12 113 20 61 20 140 20
No 36 4 4 3 0 0 4 4 1 1 0 1 9 0 4 0 4 1 4 0
No Response 24 3 0 1 0 4 1 0 2 0 0 9 0 2 0 3 0 2 0
Total: 941 101 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146
Need for Rec Areas & Facilities Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Yes 514 55 64 39 3 16 40 31 14 46 6 15 77 5 57 14 40 9 84 18
No 285 30 36 30 5 3 28 22 3 14 3 4 58 3 37 5 21 8 41 0
No Response 142 15 9 3 0 12 8 2 7 1 1 35 4 25 1 7 4 21 2
Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
Need for Open Space Areas Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Yes 626 67 76 56 8 8 51 43 14 45 7 12 101 8 78 12 45 16 106 16
No 196 21 24 15 2 8 18 12 4 15 1 8 38 0 22 7 17 4 21 4
No Response 119 13 7 1 3 11 6 1 7 2 0 31 4 19 1 6 1 19 0
Total: 941 101 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
|[mportance of Acquiring Open Totals % %Resp | BSI | BS2 | BS3 | ps | Gst1 | Gs2 | ™1 | t™D2 | TD3 | JP1 | JP2 | SF1 | SF2 | BKR | BKo | Jr1 | JT2
Space/Recreation Areas
Very 547 58 60 44 8 14 39 39 12 41 7 8 85 8 68 12 42 11 96 13
Somewhat 220 23 24 23 1 3 20 12 6 13 2 6 49 2 28 3 12 8 27 5
Not Very 91 10 10 4 1 0 13 3 1 9 0 3 22 1 11 3 5 1 13 1
Not At All 58 6 6 5 0 1 5 4 0 3 1 1 11 1 9 2 8 1 6 0
No Response 25 3 2 1 1 3 3 0 1 0 2 3 0 3 0 1 0 4 1
Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20




.|Willing to pay surcharge Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Yes 560 60 65 49 7 11 42 36 15 45 6 12 83 7 68 15 39 11 98 16
No 296 31 35 25 2 5 34 23 2 16 3 6 63 5 39 2 24 9 36 2
No Response 85 9 4 2 3 4 2 2 6 1 2 24 0 12 3 5 1 12 2
Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20

.|Major Source of Rec Info Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 TD1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Newspapers 724 71 82 60 6 13 59 43 16 52 8 17 127 10 90 19 51 17 121 15
Web site 118 13 13 12 0 6 9 7 2 8 1 2 13 1 13 5 11 3 21 4
Flyers 228 24 26 17 3 2 16 14 6 18 3 4 35 2 33 3 17 7 44 4
Program brochures 203 22 23 18 4 3 18 15 4 12 2 3 31 2 28 5 12 5 36 5
School Backpacks 144 15 16 9 2 6 7 9 6 14 2 6 15 3 18 7 11 4 19 6
Radio/TV 93 10 11 6 1 1 12 7 0 2 1 0 16 1 18 0 11 3 13 1
Word of Mouth 453 48 51 39 5 8 36 32 10 45 4 14 70 8 49 10 34 12 64 13
Other 28 3 3 2 1 0 9 2 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 6 1 2 1
No Response 57 6 5 2 3 6 2 1 3 0 1 19 1 6 0 7 1
Total: 2048 218 225 168 24 42 172 131 45 155 22 47 327 28 256 49 153 52 327 50
Demographic Information
Sex Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
M 371 39 41 26 2 0 30 25 9 32 5 10 69 5 46 6 27 10 51 18
F 512 54 57 46 8 18 43 34 8 34 5 10 80 7 66 13 41 11 86 2
Double (spouses) Response 14 1 2 0 0 0 4 1 1 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 4 0
No response 44 5 6 1 1 3 1 1 1 0 0 18 0 6 1 0 5 0
Total 941 99 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
Age Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 TD1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 J12

Under 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
18-24 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
25-34 53 6 6 9 0 2 3 4 0 8 0 0 6 0 5 2 6 0 7 1
35-44 189 20 21 15 2 11 10 9 8 19 3 7 21 0 17 10 14 6 29 8
45-54 221 23 24 16 3 5 16 20 6 20 2 6 28 4 30 3 18 5 32 7
55-64 195 21 22 15 1 0 23 10 0 11 0 6 36 3 31 3 13 6 34 3
65-74 132 14 15 10 2 0 13 9 4 4 2 1 31 2 16 1 9 3 24 1
Over 75 110 12 12 10 2 0 12 8 1 2 2 0 29 3 17 1 7 0 16 0
No response 37 4 3 1 1 3 1 0 2 1 0 17 0 3 0 1 4 0
Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
# Currently In House Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 TD3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 J12
1 125 13 14 15 2 1 12 3 0 5 2 1 29 2 23 1 12 1 16 0
2 315 33 35 25 2 0 33 27 4 15 4 6 56 4 43 5 27 5 57 2
3 156 17 17 15 4 1 10 15 3 15 1 2 32 4 15 1 6 6 25 1
4 172 18 19 14 2 9 12 9 5 17 1 6 19 0 21 3 14 4 27 9
5+ 127 13 14 8 0 7 8 5 7 12 2 5 13 1 12 9 8 5 18 7
No response 46 5 1 1 1 5 2 0 3 0 0 21 1 5 1 1 0 3 1
Total: 941 99 99 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20
# of Children by Age Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JPI JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 J12
0-3 yrs 101 101 16 1 12 6 4 0 10 0 7 14 0 6 2 7 1 15 0
4-7 yrs 119 119 10 2 0 8 8 2 7 0 3 20 1 12 2 6 2 31 5
8-11 yrs 168 168 3 1 13 14 14 5 15 1 7 15 3 14 7 13 4 23 16
12-15 yrs 163 163 9 1 6 11 5 5 12 4 5 26 3 16 4 13 2 29 12
16-19 yrs 146 146 15 2 4 12 7 2 10 2 5 24 0 24 2 15 3 17 2
N/A 304 36 4 2 49 26 6 21 3 5 45 3 43 6 51 4
No response 186 5 3 1 8 13 1 6 3 2 67 4 34 1 37 1
Total: 1187 697 94 14 38 108 77 21 81 13 34 211 14 149 24 54 12 203 40




Total Family Income Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 JT2
Under $25,000 52 6 7 6 2 0 4 3 0 2 1 0 11 1 9 2 4 0 7 0
$25,000-$49,999 106 11 14 9 0 0 18 3 1 3 2 3 26 1 13 1 6 1 18 1
$50,000-$74,999 152 16 20 9 2 3 18 10 2 8 0 1 29 3 23 0 16 0 28 0
$75,000-$99,999 168 18 22 15 0 3 6 9 5 15 3 5 27 3 15 5 13 8 30 6
$100,000-$149,999 196 21 26 22 2 8 18 13 4 18 1 6 23 1 19 5 15 9 25 7
$150,000-$249,999 75 8 10 4 1 0 2 8 4 10 2 3 9 0 9 3 1 1 14 4
Over $250,000 15 2 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 2 2 2 0 1 0
No response 177 19 11 4 5 13 13 3 9 1 1 45 3 29 2 11 2 23 2

Total: 941 101 101 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20

Time Lived in Danvers Totals % % Resp BS1 BS2 BS3 DS GS1 GS2 D1 D2 D3 JP1 JP2 SF1 SF2 BKh BKo JT1 J12
0-3 years 62 7 7 8 0 2 4 5 0 6 0 1 11 0 8 2 5 1 9 0
4-7 years 63 7 7 9 1 2 4 4 1 6 0 2 6 1 7 1 8 0 10 1
8-11 years 89 9 10 10 0 2 6 6 4 8 2 2 8 2 8 2 8 0 15 6
12-15 years 83 9 9 6 2 3 5 4 3 5 2 4 11 0 8 2 8 4 14 2
16-19 years 103 11 12 15 1 6 1 3 5 16 1 8 9 1 8 5 4 11 4 5
20+ years 492 52 55 23 6 2 58 38 6 22 5 2 107 8 76 7 34 4 92 2
No response 49 5 7 1 2 2 1 0 4 0 1 18 0 4 1 1 1 2 4

Total: 941 100 100 78 11 19 80 61 19 67 10 20 170 12 119 20 68 21 146 20




Open Space & Recreation Focus Group Questions

During the year how often do you or your famy members use the following?
a. Open space areas (i.e. Endicott Park, Proctor Farm etc.)
b. Parks & Recreational Facilities (i.e. John George Park, Plains Park etc)
c. Waterfront (i.e. Sandy Beach, Town marinaetc.)

How would you rate the overall condition of te Town’s open space parcels,
parks, recreational facilities, and waterfront? Inwhat areas do they need to be
improved? What changes would you recommend?

Do you think planning for the Town'’s “green irfrastructure” of water supply,
land, farms, forests, wildlife habitats, parks, receational facilities, trails, and
greenways is as important to the Town’s future aschools, roads, and similar
services?

Do you think there is a need for additional opn space and recreation areas?
How important is it to you that the Town conthues to acquire open space and
develop recreational areas?

a. Very important

b. Somewhat important

c. Not very important

d. Not important at all

If the acquisition of open space and the dewgiment of new recreational areas
is very, or somewhat important to you, would you bewilling to pay an

additional surcharge or tax of $50-$100 a year fothe next five years which
would then be matched by the state for the purposef acquiring open space
and developing new recreational areas?

What areas of town are in need of active or gaive recreational facilities?
What types of recreational facilities would you lile to see there?

What is your major source of information regading open space parcels, parks
and recreational facilities and the activities thatake place?

Any there any additional comments that you auld like to make?



Focus Group: High School Students

During the year how often do you or your famiy members use the following?
a. Open space areas (i.e. Endicott Park, Proctor Farratc.)
b. Parks & Recreational Facilities (i.e. John George &€k, Plains Park etc)

C.

Waterfront (i.e. Sandy Beach, Town marina etc.)

Students have used athletic fields in all areaswh. As children they were brought to Endicott
Park and still continue to use it. However soméestthat they were made to feel uncomfortable if
they were around the play structures.

Go to parks near where they live.

Proctor Farm is frequented but some did not knawntéime of the area. They find it peaceful and
it is used as a ‘cut-through’.

They like John George Park except it tends to bd oothe fall and geese droppings are a
problem.

Sandy Beach - not used much by this age groupattaictive, needs beautifying. There are other
better beaches close by. Some have gone boatitigeddanvers River.

Playgrounds - Like Woodvale and Putnamville. Usthefgrassy area at Putnamville for whatever
they wish to play is important.

Town Forest - don't know where it is.

Need to put information about areas (especiallyhaggeace) in student newspaper and advertise.
Plains Park - plenty of parking, many fields andtskoard park. Basketball court lighted

Endicott Park - beautiful, animals to see, exertimiégreat but needs repair, lots of activities.
Thorpe and Great Oak - great playgrounds

Library Pavilion - like to go there. Think the pohdnking is overgrown.

College Pond - like to walk around and use for iskat

Canoe Launch — familiar with it and some use iigha@ge was cited as a problem there

How would you rate the overall condition of tike Town’s open space parcels, parks, recreational
facilities, and waterfront? In what areas do they eed to be improved? What changes would you
recommend?

Meadows - Would like to use but it is not maintaiveell for skating, no plowing, fire department
doesn’t flood any longer. Needs benches. Werewat@of what the flag colors mean.

Library Pavilion - Need to control edge of pond\gti.

Preston St. - Need more play equipment.

Too much focus on the Twi-Field. Need to focus mnlitile fields and bring up quality not to Twi
standard but just improve it.

Horace Clark trail — messy and unmarked

John George field great but geese droppings areldem

Endicott Park — love the exercise trails but theyaurrently all broken.

Thorpe playground good

Liked the tire park that use to be in Middleton.

Have enough basketball courts but it would be gbadother one was lit. Tapley and Plains Park
basketball court need lights.

Sandy Beach not pretty

Would like hockey area that could be have ice einter and be used for floor hockey games in
the warmer weather with benches.

Like gazebo at Mill Pond — but sorry the road iago

Preston Park — not a lot of equipment, but is prett

Planetarium at High School — don’t know who usesttiey don't

Would like to be able to use the rails for bikeaJking, etc.

1
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3.

Do

you think planning for the Town'’s “green irfrastructure” of water supply, land, farms,

forests, wildlife habitats, parks, recreational fadities, trails and greenways is as important to tle
Town'’s future as schools, roads, and similar servas?

Believe that schools and road more important
Should be a 60/40 split or 75/25 split
Believe that the Town concentrates too much oTthiefield to the neglect of the other fields.

Do you think there is a need for additional pen space and recreation areas?

Do not see a need for more open space.

Should focus on maintenance of existing open spadaecreational
Facilities versus acquiring new.

Students think the town has a lot of parks ancegdmnal areas.

How important is it to you that the Town contirues to acquire open space and develop
recreational areas:

a. Veryimportant

b. Somewhat important

c.
d.

Not very important
Not important at all

To some of participants it was very important toeps somewhat important

Summer Playground Program is important.

Students would like to see more areas like Endieatk - not just open fields and space but areas
that have picnic table areas, trails, gazebos, ptordishing.

Hockey Rink - outside- great idea and would bedusegreat deal. They miss skating at the
Meadow. Hockey rink was mentioned over and oveiirag Students felt that hockey is a sport
everyone can do if the facility were available. Yigdn't have a facility so didn't grow up with
playing hockey. Facility could also be used foestrhockey and roller blading.

Waterfront walkway

Trials and Paths

Bike Path

Tire Park

More than new acquisition we should maintain anditadvhat we already have.

If the acquisition of open space and the dev@ment of new recreational areas is very, or
somewhat important to you, would you be willing topay an additional surcharge or tax of $50-
$100 a year for the next five years which would thebe matched by the state for the purpose of
acquiring open space and developing new recreatiohareas?

Town doesn’t have a lot of money right now — scha@blould be the biggest priority.

Community Preservation Act would be a tough seliaters. They see the "l don't use it why
should | pay for it" attitude hard to overcome eifehere is benefit to the town.

Also the need to update the High School is a nunober priority. Taxpayers can actually see
where the money is going.

Need to make kids aware in their younger yearh@fopen space/ recreational opportunities.
Sponsor an event at an open space parcel. Taugkngs and make it for a cause (Aids, Cancer).
Students need service opportunities and would help.

What areas of town are in need of active or pase recreational facilities? What types of
recreational facilities would you like to see there

Have more things like Endicott Park, passive OKgiok up games — not just playing fields
Trails

2
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10.

11.

Benches, picnic area at gazebo

Improve infrastructure of parks.

Mill Pond not accessible, too much growth on bamiot-fun to fish right on a main road.
Street hockey/ice hockey rink similar to North Regd

When asked if they would trade a ball field for boekey rink they said yes.

What is your major source of information regading open space parcels, parks and recreational
facilities and the activities that take place?

This meeting

Posters

Elementary students will read bulletin board, H&thool kids don’t
Word of mouth

Any there any additional comments that you wdad like to make?

Need to get information about these places out.

No new fields

Sponsor fund raising events for a cause (i.e. araamds) highlighting open space areas.
Give John Sullivan the information — he will getatthe coaches.

Tapley playground only has slide and swings nerdlgigym

If you were the Town Manager what would you dowith the open space and recreational
facilities? (Questioned each participant individualy.)

Hockey/Roller Hockey, Basketball lighting on courts

Money better spent on maintenance rather than gumv space.
Advertise

Bike Path

Hiking Trails, Exercise Trails

Parks targeted to certain groups - basketball spsaoccer, etc
More waterfront access for fishing and other atiéisi street hockey/ice hockey
Golf course

Plenty of areas don't get utilized, put more iften, ice hockey
Lighting basketball at Plains, /Tapley, bike path

Hiking trails, fix up waterfront area, get inforrat out

CPA Act, put some amenities in open field open saeas

CPA Act.

Advertising

What would be the best way to advertise our opespace and recreational facilities?

No Comment

Advertise activities in newspaper, DCAT, encouratpgnentary students with school field trips
Sponsor a walk

Have pop up information about wildlife, plants atke of the areas

Encourage use through organized groups, startlg etal

Park programs in summer should utilize areas

Need an attraction to get people to use area, aanyeschools could have a kickball tournament,
capture the flag, etc.
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Focus Group: Families

1. During the year how often do you or your familymembers use the following?

a. Open space areas (i.e. Endicott Park, Proctor Farratc.)
b. Parks & Recreational Facilities (i.e. John George &€k, Plains Park etc)
c. Waterfront (i.e. Sandy Beach, Town marina etc.)

Endicott Park, three or four times per day (abutidéndicott Park)

Once a week at Endicott Park when the children weoager

Plains Park — Middle School kids hang out and tallennis courts are used and cross-country
team uses it.

Proctor Farm — Never heard or it — Pass it ofteim’dknow the Town owned it.

Canoe Launch — seen it, never used it

Horace Clark Trail — Never heard of it

Ferncroft Pond — One patrticipant runs on the tratlsers never heard of it

John George Park — Crowded every morning

Town Forest — Not know where it is. (One family whmved to town 5 years ago would be
interested in knowing more about the Town Forest)

Choate Farm — One person knew the property

A few of the participants use Sandy Beach

Found the Open Space Booklet that was distribuddsb thelpful. Was suggested that it would be
good information for the Welcome Wagon packets.

Didn’t know that Danvers had this much open space.

Suggested having an event at the different openespites — like the truck day activity to draw
people to the site.

How would you rate the overall condition of tle Town’s open space parcels, parks, recreational
facilities, and waterfront? In what areas do they eed to be improved? What changes would
you recommend?

Endicott is fine — well kept up — safe for kids eng for fishing — children’s barn is great for
families and meeting the animals.

Plains Park playground beaten up and rusty, artcash receptacles — trash on the ground.

Ball fields are fine and there seems to be plehtiiem

Riverside Field (football) is wet/muddy

Playground at High School in good shape

Lack of full basketball courts for pick-up and nleague games

Did use Meadows for skating — parents cleared ilog&vs Thought maintenance at the Meadows
had declined.

Skateboard Park is popular and well used.

Great Oak and Smith school playgrounds are nice.

Would be nice to have a wading/water fountain fesafar the young kids

Do you think planning for the Town’s “green irfrastructure” of water supply, land, farms,
forests, wildlife habitats, parks, recreational fadities, trails, and greenways is as important to
the Town’s future as schools, roads, and similar saces?

Yes, absolutely, without planning these areas wotkkist

Open Space and recreation parcels make the towpletsm Quality of life issue

Supported the purchase of Choate Farm — othertvessevhole parcel would have been developed
as residential putting more pressure on the schools

Danvers is a family oriented community — needs cgpte and recreation areas.

Need place for dirt bikes similar to the facility Georgetown

Rail-to-trail is a good idea — can use it for tyaorgation and would keep it from being a partying
place.
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Do you think there is a need for additional op@ space and recreation areas?

e Teams are fighting for space now; need more fildpractice and games

e Thorpe School field not maintained well

e Need a ‘common’ place for sports — currently psseméed to drive all over town to their
children’s practices and games.

o Definitely buy more open space to prevent develogrdevelop multi-use recreational facilities

e John George Park is good because kids can practitparents can walk around.

e Buy everything you can.

How important is it to you that the Town conthues to acquire open space and develop
recreational areas?

a. Veryimportant

b. Somewhat important

c. Not very important

d. Not important at all

It was unanimous that it was very important

Town is still growing — more people coming in anel meed to continue acquiring open space
To avoid overburdening existing areas

The recreational facilities make the town more atipg and livable

Open space and recreational facilities encouragesl@ to be more active, happy and healthy

If the acquisition of open space and the dewgiment of new recreational areas is very, or
somewhat important to you, would you be willing tgpay an additional surcharge or tax of $50-
$100 a year for the next five years which would threbe matched by the state for the purpose of
acquiring open space and developing new recreatiohareas?

e Absolutely, as long as it goes for that.
e Open Space shouldn’'t have just walking trails, &hdee multi-use facilities (civilized open
space).

What areas of town are in need of active or gaive recreational facilities? What types of
recreational facilities would you like to see there

Precinct 8 needs a play area for younger kids andlt-use area
Public pool

Picnic areas

Rowboat/canoe/paddleboat area with rentals andriess
Skating rink/rollerblading facility

Convert the closed landfill to playing fields likéiddleton
Outdoor concerts/theater

Need large multi-use areas with covered paviliamigiareas

What is your major source of information regading open space parcels, parks and recreational
facilities, and the activities that take place?

Danvers Herald

Word of Mouth

Signs — need improved signage and uniform typeittaitates public access
Web site not real good — so not used a lot

Middle school and high school newsletters

Church bulletin board

Suggest downtown banner to advertise open space
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Suggest that school field trips to different opgace areas — If the children go they will then
bring their parents.

Create a town bulletin board

Suggest bringing in Project Adventure

Not a lot of activities for middle school kids wlawe not involved with team athletics (Youth
Center)

DCAT — Use channel 9 public television to get intd

Family Festival — run an event

Were unaware that the town has a community garden

If you were the Town Manager what would you dowith the open space and recreational
facilities? (Questioned each participant individualy)

Indoor Ice Skating rink /sports complex

Indoor Ice Skating rink /sports complex

Water park for younger children

Middle school kid activities — more programs

Youth Center

More baseball and basketball courts

Place to ride dirt bikes and ATV’s

More sports fields — for team and pick up gamestma
Rails-to-trails

Trees in open space areas labeled for identificégchucation
Place for dirt bikes

Youth center for middle school — dances/programs
Middle school programs

Increase awareness of open space parcels

Bulleting board downtown

After school park program all year not just in usmer

What would be the best way to advertise our opespace and recreational facilities?

Newspaper

Have activities at open space areas

Put up banner/Channel 9/ do mailings

Newspaper

Public television

Open Space and Recreation commercials on pubficisebn

Family Festival booklet insert

Create an Open Space and Recreation website

Allow people to reserve fields on line

Newspaper

Consistent Sighage

Town wide mailing or insert in newspaper

Add list of available/allowable activities to exigy open space booklet
Include open space areas in curriculum

Work through school department to send informatidhsignature required noticed more
Banners at gas stations and banks advertising sjysre

Banner on planes at Beverly airport

One color used in any open space or recreationetiagk
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Focus Group: Precinct 8 — Residents 30+ Years Old

During the year how often do you or your famiy members use the following?
a. Open space areas (i.e. Endicott Park, Proctor Farratc.)
b. Parks & Recreational Facilities (i.e. John George &€k, Plains Park etc)

C.

Waterfront (i.e. Sandy Beach, Town marina etc.)

Residents use Endicott Park, John George, andd&ddf

Few use Town Forest, Canoe Launch but those thenjdy the trails and beauty of the forest and
kayak and canoe from the Canoe Launch.

Some never been to Town Forest — feel intimidatededs more comprehensive trail signage
They noted that there are no playgrounds on therdatide of Rt. 1 and only one ballfield at
Preston St. which is in bad shape. Parents anddpgaaents have to go to other parts of town
(Endicott Park, John George). To find play equiphzerd fields.

Town Forest - difficult to access because they tawross Rt. 114. Most residents of Town don't
know where the Town Forest is. Needs better signag

Rt. 114 a problem — parts have no sidewalks

Endicott Park - people come from all over Town $e the facility to see the animals, have lunch,
play on the play structures, walk the trails, giaynes, etc.

Endicott Park and Plains Park are heavily usedrbgiRct 8 residents

Beach, Marina -seldom use

Don’t believe most residents are aware of openespies.

Need playing field in Precinct 8 — Former Duffillgperty and Horace Clark trail site suggested as
possible sites

Questioned the future of the Lebel's Grove parcHl.acquired it could connect to the Town
Forest.

Open field next to Horace Clark Trail suggestedplayground

Spoke of being allowed years ago to skate anditigglon the state hospital site.

Suggested agreements with Essex Aggie to allowlents to use the ponds and fields for
recreational activities

How would you rate the overall condition of tle Town’s open space parcels, parks, recreational
facilities, and waterfront? In what areas do theyneed to be improved? What changes would

you recommend?

Choate Farm parcel has accessibility problems Isecatia lack of adequate parking.

Town Forest could be a jewel — needs trails martetineate a parking area. Right now itis
scary for younger children.

Canoe Launch can also be intimidating to younggédmen.

Need fields in Pr. 8. Suggest Patricia Rd (Duffitbperty) of 8 acres. An easement exists for
access and there is also a utility easement.

Horace Clark Park - 25 acres of open space. Gtk be utilized for field, playground? People
don't understand extent of area and how to use it.

Lebel's Grove - need to buy it. An important linrin Town Forest , Ipswich River, Danvers
State.

Town Forest - access point off of Rt. 114 doeshaoe adequate parking, signage. Access from
the Industrial Park needs signage. Trails needvediom. No planned trail maps and trail
markings. Area scary for little kids. Most residehaive no idea where Town forest is. Need to
educate. Suggest look at other areas in Statermrataangus in N.H.

Essex Aggie - In past soccer field was used, ponfishing - what can be done about future use?
Putnam Lane - at end there is a pond and an ar&#ddlying

Dayton Street - at end on right is an area thalddoe utilized for a playground. Need to discuss
with State.

Choate Farm - need parking, picnic area

Canoe Ramp - a little intimidating for younger dnén

Mill Pond Pavilion — Nice place to sit but more tieg needed. Taking Pond St. out was a
mistake. Pond banking overgrown. Trash overflowsnghank.
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e Meadows - use to use it every weekend but upkeely laot good. Understand that weather has
been an issue. Residents shovel snow off théneragelves.

e Plains Park and Tapley fields in good shape, pgr&iproblem and they are too congested. Need

more ballfields.

Preston Field overgrown.

Highlands School - backfield not maintained.

Suggestion made to consider using Avalon Bay fietshey for a ballfield at the Thorpe school

John George Park could use bathrooms and a coocestand.

Lights for football field

Public needs to be educated as to where the opee parcels are

Do you think planning for the Town’s “green irfrastructure” of water supply, land, farms,
forests, wildlife habitats, parks, recreational fadities, trails, and greenways is as important to
the Town’s future as schools, roads, and similar saces?

e Partner with business and Audubon to acquire dat tievelopment on parcels.

e Be aware that if we acquire land it also takedfithee tax roles.

e Concern about growth and traffic in Town versusetaxDo not want the Town to get too dense
(SwingAWay development and State hospital projadding large number of households to the
Town - impact on schools, services).

e Open space a limited commodity that will come abst. Need to examine what is left and see if
the Town could use it. If Town lets open spac@gw it will be gone forever.

e What we do acquire we need to maintain — if the Tolwesn’t have the resources to maintain the
parcels then why have it?

e Question raised — “How much open space do we raaldyl?”

e Need to plan to fund future open space purchaggbhaps sponsorships (Home Depot, WalMart,
Auduban Society) to fund purchases.

e Concerned about water supply and the demands on it.

Zoning Laws - need to be changed. If undeveldged is zoned residential, it will be developed.

e Other issues need funding (High School) too. Redgdeeed to be aware of issues such as the
importance of open space and the water supply, etc.

e Need open space and recreation planning

Do you think there is a need for additional opn space and recreation areas?

e Planning is very important for the future. Need entwivilized open spaces” such as Endicott
Park. Places that offer a variety of experiencé®dk deeds of existing properties to see if
amenities can be added.

¢ Need to explore partnerships
Look at properties and see how they might be etiliz
Need to look at the Town Forest and Lebel's Grarddture camping areas that could generate
income.

e Reading's multipurpose park across from their Bighool was suggested as an example of a park
with multi-uses.

¢ Need a two-pronged approach - planning for theréutii open space and slowing down building.

e Value of recreational facilities - keeps kids ¢fétstreets.

e Money should be spent to upgrade facilities rathan buy new. Town needs to be able to
maintain what it has.

e Can’t buy a lot for a million dollars — but a milh dollars would certainly go a long way in
improving the recreation facilities that we do have

e Passive recreation and open space need to be pacdamake residents aware of their existence.

e Putting a ballfield at Choate Farm would get peapiethere and then they could discover the
existing trails.

¢ Investigate the possibility of including more aetinecreational activities on our more passively
used parcels
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How important is it to you that the Town conthues to acquire open space and develop
recreational areas.

a. Veryimportant

b. Somewhat important
c. Not very important
d. Not important at all

Nine think it very important, one not very importan

If the acquisition of open space and the dewgment of new recreational areas is very or

somewhat important to you, would you be willing tgpay an additional surcharge or tax of $50-
$100 a year for the next five years which would thebe matched by the state for the purpose of

acquiring open space and developing new recreatiohareas?

Nine thought it would be reasonable to pay $500 étra on taxes to acquire open space and
recreational facilities.

What areas of Town are in need of active or gaive recreational facilities? What types of
recreational facilities would you like to see there

Precinct 8 needs recreational areas.
Hockey Rink that could be used for street hockewanmer weather.

What is your major source of information regading open space parcels, parks, and
recreational facilities and the activities that tale place?

Newspapers

DCAT

Word of Mouth

Family Festival

Rec Dept. Summer Brochure

Website — although is somewhat poor and not coateh

Light Bill insert with map

Series of News Articles

Internet - Google database, build data base distaihat can disseminate information.
Literature available where people frequent (Towi,Hzbrary, Schools)
Check with other communities and how they advertise

Signage

Weekly Specials

Chain Letters distributed through focus group pgréints

If you were the Town Manager what would you davith the open space and recreational

facilities.? (Questioned each participant individudly)

Need a real plan of action for open space. Tovadsdalance - need more land mass open — too
much development

Time running out and open space will be gone. Needaximize what we have Need to look at
what is available and plan 10 years out. Need pabliareness and have people buy into it. Need
to ask if Town purchases a lot what could its piéive.

Change zoning to discourage development - majdi@nois development and traffic. Get
boards together and utilize what we have, reviesviarprove.

Need open space for kids. They need to be outsalle and have a chance to see egrets, muskrats,
Need a moratorium on building for 5 years so Toan evaluate. Use facilities we have and see if
they can be enhanced.

Disappointed by growth -concerned about impactafirs State and SwingAWay. Would

rather see light industrial go in at Danvers Stiséavor of a moratorium.

Scared about growth and its impact on the wateplgup

Tax situation precludes families form holding orarge pieces of land for open space. Issue
needs to be addressed and perhaps options copldesed to encourage landowners to hold on
to open land.
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