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Town  of  Danvers

Department of Planning and Human Services

Board of Health - Peter M. Mirandi, Director
Town Hall, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923
(978) 777-0001 ext3025;   www.danvers.govoffice.com 
Memorandum

To:
Danvers Public Schools and Day Care Facilities 

Fr:
Mark L. Carleo, CP-FS
Dt:
October 30, 2007
Re:
Health Risks from Drinking Un-pasteurized Apple Cider
The purpose of this correspondence is to remind those serving a population which may be more susceptible to illness, to avoid the service and consumption of un-pasteurized apple cider.  These products are typically found at small farms and orchard operations and pose a threat to the health of the elderly and children as well as those with weakened immune systems.  It is illegal to serve un-pasteurized juice or cider to residents of nursing homes and children in daycare settings.  
These products may contain harmful bacteria such as E.coli:O157:H7, which causes severe stomach cramps and diarrhea.  In some cases, the diarrhea will turn bloody after two to three days.  A small number of those infected with E.coli:O157:H7 may develop a rare but serious disease called Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (HUS) which affects the kidneys and reduces your ability to form blood clots.

If you or anyone you know has consumed un-pasteurized apple cider and were ill, or if you have any other questions, please contact the Danvers Board of Health.
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