
 

VARIANCES 
 

Purpose 
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) hears and decides 
petitions for variances under the Zoning Bylaw for land 
and / or structures which do not meet the requirements of 
the Zoning Bylaw.  A dimensional variance applies to 
zoning requirements such as lot area, lot frontage, 
building height and property line setbacks.  A use 
variance applies to a land use which is prohibited by the 
Zoning Bylaw.   Use variances are only applicable in non-
residential zoning districts. 

 
Criteria for Approval 
In order to grant a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals must make all three of the 
following findings required by the State Zoning Act. 
• A literal enforcement of the Zoning Bylaw would involve a substantial hardship, 

financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant; 
• The hardship is owning to circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or 

topography of such land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning 
district in which it is located; 

• Desirable relief may be granted without either substantial detriment to the public 
good or without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose 
of the Greenfield  Zoning Bylaw. 

 
Review Process 
Applications shall be determined complete by Office of Code Administration prior 
to submitting to the Town Clerk for certification and then forwarded to the ZBA.  
Variances require a public hearing within 65 days of receipt, and the decision to be 
filed with the Town Clerk.  
 
Contact:  
Richard Maloney, Manager of Code Administration 
 
 



VARIANCE PROCESS 
Zoning Board of Appeals  

Application is filed with the Office of Code 
Administration, certified by the Town Clerk 

and forwarded to the ZBA. 

A public hearing must be held within 65 days 
of transmittal to the ZBA. 

Within 100 days after date of filing with the 
Town Clerk, the ZBA must issue decision. 

Within 14 days after decision, the ZBA  
files decision with Town Clerk. 

Within 20 days, after filing with Town Clerk, 
an appeal may be taken to Superior Court. 

Applicant must file certified copy of decision 
with Registry of Deeds  

before Variance becomes effective. 

14 days before the public hearing, notice must 
be posted, published and sent to abutters. 

Decision sent to appplicant and interested 
parties, specifying 20 day appeal period. 

Denied 

After a period of 2 years, 
 applicant  may  reapply unless  
there is consent from Planning 

Board to reapply sooner.  

Variance expires if not excercised within 
1 year, or an extension is granted 

If no appeal has been  
made within 20 days or 
appeal has been settled, 

the Town Clerk shall 
issue certificate stating 

date of approval for 
failure to act.  Certificate 

is forwarded to 

With 14 days from the 
expiration of the 100 

days to act, the appellant 
must notify parties of 
interest and the Town 

Clerk of approval due to 
failure to act and 20 day 

right to appeal. 

Failure to act within 100 
days. 

Decision sent to appplicant 
and interested parties, 

specifying 20 day appeal 


