
November 17, 2015

The regular meeting of the Danvers Board of Selectmen was held on Tuesday, November 17, 2015, at 7:00 P.M., in the Daniel J. Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, Danvers.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

~

On a motion made by Selectman Trask and seconded by Selectman Mills the Board voted unanimously to approve the Minutes of November 3, 2015.
~
No new public business was brought forth.

~
The Board was in receipt of an application by Darryl C. Hines, 1 Derby Square, Salem, MA, for appointment as a Civil Constable in the Town of Danvers.  Mr. Hines was present and addressed the Board regarding his application.  On a motion made by Selectman Trask and seconded by Selectman Langlais the Board voted unanimously to approve this appointment.
~
The Board heard a recommendation from Danvers Traffic Advisory Committee (DTAC) regarding signage on Locust Street at the request of the North Shore Unitarian Universalist Church.  Christopher Ruggles, Chairman of the NSUU Membership Committee was present and spoke on behalf of this request.  On a motion made by Selectman Clark and seconded by Selectman Trask the Board voted unanimously to approve this request.
~
The Board heard a presentation of a proposed Nature & Environmental Education Center project at Endicott Park.  Recreation Director David Mountain and Christopher Sanborn, Director of Natural Resources, made a presentation before the Board.  Members of the Friends of Endicott Park were also in attendance and requested the Board endorse the efforts of the Friends of Endicott Park.  On a motion made by Selectman Clark and seconded by Selectman Trask the Board voted unanimously to support moving forward in the development of a Nature and Environmental Education Center at Endicott Park.  
~
The Board conducted the Annual Tax Classification Hearing.  Chief Assessor Steve Poulos and members of the Board of Assessors were in attendance.  Mr. Poulos made a presentation and gave the Board a written report, which becomes part and parcel of the minutes of this meeting.  On motions made by Selectman Trask and seconded by Selectman Langlais the Board voted unanimously, as follows:

· To select a residential factor of 1.335.

· Not to adopt an Open Space Discount

· Not to Adopt a Residential Exemption

· Not to adopt a Small Commercial Exemption
~
The Board heard a quarterly investment report by the Town Treasurer, Joseph Collins, for the quarter ending September 30, 2015.  This will become a regular submission to the Board on a quarterly basis.  The Treasurer also presented the Board with a copy of the Town of Danvers Policy on Banking and General Fund Investments and then answered questions from Board members.
~
On a motion made by Selectman Clark and seconded by Selectman Trask the Board voted unanimously to adopt the Fiscal 2017 Budget Policy.

~
Correspondence, Selectmen “New Business,” and previous “New Public Business” updates were provided, as follows:
· Downtown Holiday Festival on Saturday, December 5th as well as other holiday events, including a Swamp Walk event and Santa by the Sea.  It was noted that this will be the last year for Santa by the Sea.

· General public awareness of local issues affecting various neighborhoods

· Train Depot

· Hobart Street Parking Lot, specifically parking regulations for that lot

· Further discussion on double poles

· Safety on the Swamp Walk

· Concerns about open burning
~
The Town Manager reported to the Board on various items of interest, as follows:
· Special Town Meeting on December 21st with the Warrant closing on November 24th at 5:00 P.M.
· Accident data at key intersections

· Reminder to the public that the Train Depot meeting will be held on Thursday, November 19th  
~
Selectmen closing comments were offered, as follows:

· Successful Veteran’s Day Ceremonies
· Remember the Veterans and all active servicemen and women

~
On a motion made by Selectman Trask and seconded by Selectman Mills the Board voted unanimously to approve the following banner hangings:
· St. Mary’s School over Maple Street February 1–7; March 2–6; April 11–17, and over High Street October 24–30
· Danvers High School Academy Theatre over Maple Street May 9–23 

· Blessing of the Animals over High Street, September 26–October 2
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 P.M.

ATTEST:

Joseph L. Collins,
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