

MINUTES
Danvers Board of Appeals

16-4625
April 25, 2016

Present:	Robert Cignetti, Robert Pariseau, Rebecca Kilborn, John Boughner, Jeffrey Sauer

Also Present:	Building Inspector, Richard Maloney 
		Secretary, Marybeth Burak-Condon

GSC REALTY LLC (#16-4625) Requesting a finding to allow the alteration and extension of a pre-existing nonconforming building on a nonconforming irregular shaped lot in accordance with Section 3.11.2 of the Danvers Zoning Bylaws at 144 PINE STREET

Attorney Nancy McCann said I am here with Rick Walters, and we are here for a finding to allow the addition at the rear of the building.  The building is on an irregularly shaped lot, it is used for food processing.  Back in 2014 – 2015 we went through this board as well as the planning board to add an addition to the front of the building as well as a second story onto the back of the building.  We had to go to the conservation commission because of the parking that we are adding here but what really took the time is getting the MBTA license agreement all signed so that we had our parking as approved by the town board on the MBTA land.  I am pleased to say that as of February this year that we finally got the licenses signed by the MBTA.  Construction has begun on the additions that you approved and as we were going through the construction drawings and getting things ready it became apparent that it would be helpful for the interior circulation for the manufacturing of product within the building if we could almost fill in this bump out in the back.  What we are proposing is a 10 foot wide 54 feet and one inch addition in the back, a single story to basically fill in that area that will give us 10 feet of depth on our production floor.  This addition is fully conforming it meets all the setback requirements but we have to come to you for a finding because our lot is nonconforming as we do not have enough frontage, it is an irregularly shaped lot, so we are nonconforming as to frontage.  This is the only area that we are seeking tonight 10’X 54’1” it is in the rear of the building it will not be visible so we would suggest it will not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than what is already there.
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Robert Cignetti said it is clear what you want to do I do not have any questions.

Rebecca Kilborn said I did go over there and took a look at everything, what are the plans this has gone on forever and it is really a mess over there.  Attorney McCann said it has gone on for a long time and it was because of the MBTA license agreement that had to go out to the bidding process and it was not done properly which had to be done again.  Now construction is being done in earnest and what is really being planned is the initial course of pavement and the landscaping that we proposed along the rail trail is going to happen first which will make things look better and improve that area.  It will move fast now that we have gotten the permits.  Ms. Kilborn said can you give me some timeframes.  Mr. Walters said the whole thing was supposed to be completed by September and the steel will be there in about 5-6 weeks so that will take care of the warehouse in front and then the second story will also take place at the same time.  They are doing all the site work right now so it is sort of a mess.  

John Boughner said can you refresh me on the pallet storage and the concrete pad on the left hand side of the building.  Attorney McCann said we came back to you for approval of this area which is an enclosure we have a fence that went up and a concrete pad on which the pallets are stored.  Mr. Boughner said I was there today and both the left hand side of the dumpster and the right hand side of the dumpster are ten foot high stacks of pallets so I don’t get it?  Mr. Walters said they pulled those out over the next two weeks because of the construction and as soon as it is complete the pallets will go back in that area.  The foundation wall goes right up to the corner of the building which is where the pallet storage is.  Mr. Boughner said and the storage containers are going away?  Attorney McCann said when the building is completed, that was the primary reason for doing the whole addition to begin with to get rid of the storage containers.

Jeffrey Sauer said when I scaled the drawing at that 25.2 it looks like that rear corner of Amanda L. Rhodes lot is 23 feet on the scale.  Attorney McCann said I am going to rely on Ralph Reid our engineer and that he has done the setbacks correctly, we are not asking for a variance.
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Robert Pariseau said the area that is behind your building is that in ownership of this company and does that belong to Daniella’s?  Attorney McCann said there is a good bit of area that belongs to this property and then Daniella’s property is up a bit higher.  Mr. Pariseau said it may warrant some attention soon it is a collection point and sending someone out there for a few hours to clean the area up may benefit the customer and the business also.  When I was there Saturday the gentleman was reconstructing the driveway and moving stuff around, the big rocks that are there do you have set distance where you have to be away from the rail trail is it encroaching the railroad right of way is there a measurement for that?  Attorney McCann said there is on this plan and on the approved site plan those distances are given and there may be some jogging around while construction is underway but there are set distances and our easement on the MBTA, which starts on the side of the rail trail.  Mr. Pariseau said it looks like as the rail trail hooks around it looks like the rocks move closer to the rail trail I just want to make sure they are at a safe distance.  Attorney McCann said should you approve this addition tonight we will have to go to site plan approval and the town planner is very protective of the rail trail and is very careful of where our lines are so that we do not encroach onto the rail trail.

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

Robert Cignetti said I have no problem with this I will vote for this.

Rebecca Kilborn said I will vote for this but I am not happy with the way it looks, it has been a mess for years.

John Boughner said thanks to Attorney McCann for clarifying the things that I could not remember and I agree with Becky it has been way too long with this property and I hope that they clean this up.

Jeffrey Sauer said I will vote for this.

Robert Pariseau said I agree it has been a while and I hope that the issues will be resolved and look forward to a grand opening.

Robert Cignetti moved the board to grant the finding for the proposed addition, a 10’X 54’1” one story addition in rear of building as shown on the plans as it will not be substantially 
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more detrimental than what presently exists.  John Boughner seconded.  All in favor.

