

MINUTES
Danvers Board of Appeals

16-4632
May 23, 2016, 2016

Present:	Robert Cignetti, Robert Pariseau, Rebecca Kilborn, John Boughner, Jeffrey Sauer

Also Present:	Building Inspector, Richard Maloney 
		Secretary, Marybeth Burak-Condon

THISTLE GLEN, LLC (#16-4632) Requesting a variance to amend variance #Z-1959 for a free-standing sign to add square footage in accordance with Section 35.4 of the Danvers Zoning Bylaws at 8 CHERRY STREET

Joanne MacInnis said I am the Manager of Thistle Glen, LLC and the owner of Aberdeen Home Care which is the tenant at 8 Cherry Street.  There was a variance for a law firm to have a sign that was affixed to the corner of the house that already exists but I am looking to have a free standing sign placed with the dimensions that I have included in the application.  To have a more visible sign not to obscure the stop sign of any visibility coming down Page Street onto Cherry.  I believe it was Ardiff and Moore who originally had a variance for the on building sign and the way that the building is you would not see a sign on the building.  I have a drawing and dimensions of the sign as well as the artist’s rendering.

Richard Maloney said we had a downtown improvement district bylaw and a standing committee that used to review signs.  You can get a special permit for downtown to vary from any of the requirements but because she already had a variance for the sign on the property we figured she could amend the original variance. 

Mr. Cignetti said my understanding was if you do not use the valance after so many years is it not valid.  Mr. Maloney said is the sign still hanging on the building?  Ms. MacInnis said it was taken down when I bought it.

Rebecca Kilborn said is there a sign on that corner for the Hale Group?  Mr. Maloney said we went through the file and we could not find any record other than the Ardiff Moore.  Ms. Kilborn 
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said this is a tough corner what have you done to be sure that it is not going to obstruct any site lines.  Ms. MacInnis said if you go to the next page there is an artist rendering of where it will be placed and we went out and looked, the stop sign is right where the do not enter sign is, the visibility is not as clear from this direction.  Between where the sign is and where the light post is there is quite good visibility coming onto Cherry Street.  Ms. Kilborn said the problem is that people don’t realize that the Cherry Street people go right through that intersection.  Ms. MacInnis said if you look at the page where you see the people walking on the side walk you can see how far back the sign is from the stop sign.  Ms. Kilborn said so you are going to have it angled to the corner.

John Boughner said is it going to be nine feet from the sidewalk, what is the distance from the sidewalk to the edge of your sign, on Cherry Street.  Ms. MacInnis said I think that measured five feet from the stop sign and there is a little bit of space between the stop sign and the actual sidewalk.  Mr. Boughner said I am going off of this drawing and it looks like it is nine feet to me.  Ms. MacInnis said this looks like nine feet in and nine and a half off of the corner of the building.  Mr. Boughner said I just want to get a feel, can it go back a half foot or so.  Especially knowing now that the lot across the street is going to have a building too.  Ms. MacInnis said I am flexible, are you looking to have me move it away from Page Street.  Mr. Boughner said so the nine and a half to ten back towards the house.  Mr. Pariseau said if you could just change the dimensions on the plans and initial it for the building inspector.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

Bill Bradstreet asked if where the sign will be located is there going to be enough visibility and line of site at the stop sign.

Robert Cignetti said I don’t have a problem with it but are we going to correct the distance I would like a foot.

Rebecca Kilborn said I would like a foot also.

John Boughner said so it would be eight and a half and I would go for this with the change.
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Richard Maloney said can we reference it from the property line, 10 feet from the property line, you are talking about the house. 

Jeffrey Sauer said I would go for this.

Robert Pariseau said I don’t have a problem as long as we get the dimensions straightened away which appears to be ten (10) feet from the property line.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Robert Cignetti motioned to grant the variance for the proposed sign to be ten (10) feet from the property line, the hardship is the shape and features of the existing building; this condition does not affect other [properties or structures] in the same zoning district; a literal enforcement of the zoning bylaws would involve a substantial hardship to the applicant; and
granting this variance will not create a substantial detriment to the public good and will not nullify or substantially derogate from the intent or purpose of the zoning bylaws.  Rebecca Kilborn seconded.  All in favor.

