

MINUTES
Danvers Board of Appeals

16-4640
June 6, 2016

Present:	Robert Cignetti, Robert Pariseau, Rebecca Kilborn, John Boughner, Jeffrey Sauer, Kenneth Scholes

Also Present:	Building Inspector, Richard Maloney 
		Secretary, Marybeth Burak-Condon


NEWBURY STREET 80 GROUP LLC (#16-4640) Requesting a variance and finding to allow the installation of a wall mounted sign package for auto dealership and to allow the alteration of an existing nonconforming freestanding sign in accordance with Sections 37.5.4 and 37.12 of the Danvers Zoning Bylaws at 92 NEWBURY STREET

Attorney Nancy McCann said with me tonight is a representative with the Shaker Automotive Group, towards the end of last year we received zoning approval to allow the elimination of the old Tequila’s night club and create a new Mazda Auto Dealership on this site.  We have gone through planning board and Mr. Shaker is now the owner of this property.  We are here now for a sign package, it is similar with other dealerships in the area, a free standing sign as well as some building mounted signs.  We have an existing freestanding sign out there right now which is nonconforming to the front setback and significantly nonconforming as to the area and height.  We are proposing to install a new monument sign significantly smaller, the existing sign is 137.8 square foot and is 25½ feet high, we are proposing to substitute that with a sign that is only 15 feet high and the panel is 34.5 feet, and to the outside of the pylons is 48.9.  We are requesting permission to remove the freestanding sign and replace with a lower sign that is over 100 square feet smaller.  The second request is a variance for a wall mounted sign package.  We are proposing North Shore the name the Mazda logo and Mazda name and then Service.  Our wall mounted signage is 114 square feet significantly less than what is allowed.

John Boughner said so just to summarize just four signs, three building mounted and one freestanding, and reducing the 
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freestanding that exists.  Attorney McCann said yes.  Mr. Boughner said the setback of the freestanding is?  Attorney McCann said 2 feet 7 inches where it is now, however if you measure from the sign to the actual street between the sign and the actual curbing it is about 18 feet.  Mr. Boughner said the entrance and exit is in this one area off of Route 1?  Attorney McCann discussed the entrance and exiting areas on the property in further detail.

Mr. Pariseau asked about directional signage on the Home Depot property to the auto dealership.

Rebecca Kilborn asked if the sign was on a post and discussed the base of the freestanding sign and the new sign.  Ms. Kilborn asked if all of the signs were facing the street.  Attorney McCann explained the signage and their location on the building.

Robert Cignetti said when going down Route 1 there is an extra lane when going to Home Depot and then when going to the dealership you are going to have to pull out further.  They discussed the access point through the parking lot of Home Depot property in further detail.  Mr. Cignetti said I hate to hear myself say this but I think that you might need Mazda directional signage?  Attorney McCann said there are directional type of signs that do not have the Mazda logo, they are way finding signs.  Mr. Cignetti said what is the hardship?  Attorney McCann said the location of the property in relation to Route 1 and being on this ramp.

Robert Pariseau said it is hard to judge right now because the topography is really cut through there do you have the ability to work with Home Depot as far as the retention area to be able to cut that down so your site can be seen?  Attorney McCann said yes and that will be part of the landscaping plan that is all part of this redevelopment that is very attractive and they will cut back any vegetation that is part of the MASS DOT curb cut process.

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

Kenneth Scholes said I have no problem with this.

Jeffrey Sauer said I would vote for this.
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John Boughner said I think the application is modest so I would vote for it.

Rebecca Kilborn said I would approve this.

Robert Cignetti said I don’t have a problem with this.

Robert Pariseau said the building is going to be beautiful and hopefully it will get the exposure that is warranted in that area so I hope you can clean up the planting that was there.

Robert Cignetti moved the board to grant the variance to allow the installation of a wall mounted sign package for the auto dealership with customary signs greater in number than permitted with less aggregate square footage than permitted, the hardship is the location of the building on the lot; this condition does not affect other [properties or structures] in the same zoning district; a literal enforcement of the zoning bylaws would involve a substantial hardship to the applicant; and granting this variance will not create a substantial detriment to the public good and will not nullify or substantially derogate from the intent or purpose of the zoning bylaws.  Rebecca Kilborn seconded.  All in favor.

Robert Cignetti moved the board to grant the finding to allow the alteration or substitution of an existing nonconforming sign by replacing the existing sign with a smaller lower freestanding sign in the same location as shown on the plans submitted as it will not be substantially more detrimental than what presently exists.  Rebecca Kilborn seconded.  All in favor.

