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Massachusetts General Laws:

CHAPTER 164 - MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY

Section 127 - Intentional injury to electric meter or other property; penalty; prima facie evidence.
Whoever unlawfully and with intent to avoid payment by himself or another person for a
prospective or previously rendered service the charge or compensation for which is measured by
a meter or other mechanical device injures or destroys, or suffers to be injured or destroyed, any
meter, pipe, conduit, wire, line, pole, lamp or other apparatus belonging to a corporation
engaged in the manufacture or sale of electricity or to any person, or whoever unlawfully and
with intent to avoid payment by himself or another person for a prospective or previously
rendered service prevents an electric meter from duly registering the quantity of electricity
supplied, or in any way interferes with its proper action or just registration, or, without the
consent of such corporation or person, unlawfully and intentionally diverts or suffers to be
diverted any electrical current from any wire of such corporation or person, or otherwise
unlawfully and intentionally uses or causes to be used, without the consent of such corporation
or person, any electricity manufactured or distributed by such corporation, or charged to such
person, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment

for not more than one year, or both.

The existence of any of the conditions with reference to meters or attachments described in this section
shall be prima facie evidence that a firm, corporation or other business entity, commercial or
industrial, to whom such electricity is, at the time, being furnished by or through such meters or
attachments has, with intent to defraud, created or caused to be created with reference to such
meters or attachments, the condition so existing; provided, however, that nothing in this
paragraph shall be construed to limit the introduction of any other competent evidence bearing
upon the question of whether or not the defendant was responsible for the acts alleged to have

been committed; provided, further, that the prima facie evidence referred to in this paragraph



shall not apply to a residential customer; provided, further, that the prima facie evidence
referred to in this paragraph shall not apply to any firm, corporation or other business entity,
commercial or industrial, so furnished with electricity for less than thirty-one days or until there

has been at least one meter reading, whichever first occurs.

Section 127A - Destruction of or tampering with, electric or gas lines, meters, etc.; theft of electricity or
gas. Whoever unlawfully and intentionally injures or destroys, or suffers to be injured or
destroyed, any meter, pipe, conduit, wire, line, pole, lamp or other apparatus belonging to a
corporation, including municipal corporations which own municipal lighting plants engaged in
the manufacture or sale of electricity or gas or to any person, or unlawfully and intentionally
prevents an electric or gas meter from duly registering the quantity of electricity or gas supplied,
or in any way interferes with its proper action or just registration, or, without the consent of such
corporation or person, unlawfully and intentionally diverts or suffers to be diverted any electric
current from any wire or gas from any pipe of such corporation or person, or otherwise
unlawfully and intentionally uses or causes to be used, without the consent of such corporation
or person, any electricity or gas manufactured or distributed by such corporation, or charged to
such person shall be liable to such corporation or person for triple the amount of damages
sustained thereby or one thousand dollars whichever is greater. Damages shall include the value
of the electricity or gas used and the cost of equipment repair and replacement. Any damages
assessed under the provisions of this section in excess of the actual damages sustained by the
corporation or person manufacturing, distributing or selling such electricity or gas shall be paid to
the commonwealth; provided, however, that if a municipal lighting plant brings an action
pursuant to this section such damages in excess of the actual damages shall be paid to such

municipal lighting plant.

CHAPTER 266 — CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY



Section 30 — Larceny; general provisions and penalties. (1) Whoever steals, or with intent to defraud
obtains by a false pretence, or whoever unlawfully, and with intent to steal or embezzle,
converts, or secretes with intent to convert, the property of another as defined in this section,
whether such property is or is not in his possession at the time of such conversion or secreting,
shall be guilty of larceny, and shall, if the property stolen is a firearm, as defined in section one
hundred and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and forty, or, if the value of the property stolen
exceeds two hundred and fifty dollars, be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not
more than five years, or by a fine of not more than twenty-five thousand dollars and
imprisonment in jail for not more than two years; or, if the value of the property stolen, other
than a firearm as so defined, does not exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be punished by
imprisonment in jail for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than three hundred
dollars; or, if the property was stolen from the conveyance of a common carrier or of a person
carrying on an express business, shall be punished for the first offence by imprisonment for not
less than six months nor more than two and one half years, or by a fine of not less than fifty nor
more than six hundred dollars, or both, and for a subsequent offence, by imprisonment for not
less than eighteen months nor more than two and one half years, or by a fine of not less than

one hundred and fifty nor more than six hundred dollars, or both.

(2) The term “property”, as used in the section, shall include money, personal chattels, a bank note, bond,
promissory note, bill of exchange or other bill, order or certificate, a book of accounts for or
concerning money or goods due or to become due or to be delivered, a deed or writing
containing a conveyance of land, any valuable contract in force, a receipt, release or defeasance,
a writ, process, certificate of title or duplicate certificate issued under chapter one hundred and
eighty-five, a public record, anything which is of the realty or is annexed thereto, a security
deposit received pursuant to section fifteen B of chapter one hundred and eighty-six,

electronically processed or stored data, either tangible or intangible, data while in transit,



telecommunications services, and any domesticated animal, including dogs, or a beast or bird

which is ordinarily kept in confinement.

(3) The stealing of real property may be a larceny from one or more tenants, sole, joint or in common, in
fee, for life or years, at will or sufferance, mortgagors or mortgagees, in possession of the same,
or who may have an action of tort against the offender for trespass upon the property, but not
from one having only the use or custody thereof. The larceny may be from a wife in possession, if
she is authorized by law to hold such property as if sole, otherwise her occupation may be the
possession of the husband. If such property which was of a person deceased is stolen, it may be a
larceny from any one or more heirs, devisees, reversioners, remaindermen or others, who have a
right upon such deceased to take possession, but not having entered, as it would be after entry.
The larceny may be from a person whose name is unknown, if it would be such if the property
stolen were personal, and may be committed by those who have only the use or custody of the
property, but not by a person against whom no action of tort could be maintained for acts like

those constituting the larceny.

(4) Whoever steals, or with intent to defraud obtains by a false pretense, or whoever unlawfully, and with
intent to steal or embezzle, converts, secretes, unlawfully takes, carries away, conceals or copies
with intent to convert any trade secret of another, regardless of value, whether such trade secret
is or is not in his possession at the time of such conversion or secreting, shall be guilty of larceny,
and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than five years, or by a
fine of not more than twenty-five thousand dollars and imprisonment in jail for not more than
two years. The term “trade secret” as used in this paragraph means and includes anything
tangible or intangible or electronically kept or stored, which constitutes, represents, evidences or
records a secret scientific, technical, merchandising, production or management information,

design, process, procedure, formula, invention or improvement.



(5) Whoever steals or with intent to defraud obtains by a false pretense, or whoever unlawfully, and with
intent to steal or embezzle, converts, or secretes with intent to convert, the property of another,
sixty years of age or older, or of a person with a disability as defined in section thirteen K of
chapter two hundred and sixty-five, whether such property is or is not in his possession at the
time of such conversion or secreting, shall be guilty of larceny, and shall, if the value of the
property exceeds two hundred and fifty dollars, be punished by imprisonment in the state prison
for not more than ten years or in the house of correction for not more than two and one-half
years, or by a fine of not more than fifty thousand dollars or by both such fine and imprisonment;
or if the value of the property does not exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be punished
by imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than two and one-half years or by a fine
of not more than one thousand dollars or by both such fine and imprisonment. The court may
order, regardless of the value of the property, restitution to be paid to the victim commensurate

with the value of the property.

Section 127 — Personal property; malicious or wanton injuries. Whoever destroys or injures the personal
property, dwelling house or building of another in any manner or by any means not particularly
described or mentioned in this chapter shall, if such destruction or injury is wilful and malicious,
be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten years or by a fine of three
thousand dollars or three times the value of the property so destroyed or injured, whichever is
greater and imprisonment in jail for not more than two and one-half years; or if such destruction
or injury is wanton, shall be punished by a fine of fifteen hundred dollars or three times the value
of the property so destroyed or injured, whichever is greater, or by imprisonment for not more
than two and one-half years; if the value of the property so destroyed or injured is not alleged to
exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, the punishment shall be by a fine of three times the value
of the damage or injury to such property or by imprisonment for not more than two and one-half
months; provided, however, that where a fine is levied pursuant to the value of the property

destroyed or injured, the court shall, after conviction, conduct an evidentiary hearing to ascertain



the value of the property so destroyed or injured. The words “personal property”, as used in this
section, shall also include electronically processed or stored data, either tangible or intangible,

and data while in transit.



