PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING BUILDING PERMITS FOR SWIMMING POOLS 

A pool, by Massachusetts State Building Code definition, is a structure that contains twenty-four inches (24") of water and which is used for swimming or recreational bathing.  Such a pool requires a building permit prior to installing.  Additionally, certain spas or hot tubs are also regulated and may require a permit.  Please contact the office of Code Administration for specifics regarding these installations.

Before the building permit may be issued, an electrical permit must be obtained by a licensed electrician. It is advisable that you obtain an estimate from your electrician for this work, as the cost may be substantial.

The building permit application must be accompanied by a plot plan indicating the location of the pool with respect to lot lines and the location of the required fence or enclosure. The minimum setbacks are as follows:

FRONT REAR & SIDES

RESIDENCE DISTRICT I 20 FT. 8 FT.
RESIDENCE DISTRICT II 30 FT. 15 FT.
RESIDENCE DISTRICT III 30 FT. 20 FT.

Additionally, if the sewer service is an on-site septic system, the pool must be located a minimum of ten feet (10') from the septic tank and twenty feet (20') from the leaching field. Also, be sure that there is accessibility for the required heavy equipment (back hoe, cement truck, etc.) without driving over the leaching field.

With respect to fencing or barrier requirements for private swimming pools (including hot tubs and spas), the following criteria shall be met:

1. Height: Forty-eight (48") minimum above grade (780 CMR).
2. Maximum two inch (2") clearance between grade and the underside of the barrier. Where the barrier is mounted on top of an above-ground pool, the maximum clearance between the pool structure and the barrier is four inches (4").
3. Openings in the barrier shall not allow the passage of a four inch (4") diameter sphere.
4. Where the barrier consists of horizontal and vertical members and the tops of the horizontal members are less than forty five inches (45") apart, the horizontal members shall be on the pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed one and three fourths inches (1 ¾") in width. If the tops of the horizontal members are more than forty-five inches (45") apart, the vertical members may be spaced up to four inches (4") maximum.
5. Mesh size for chain link fences shall not exceed one and one-quarter inch (1 
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¼") square.
6. Openings for diagonal lattice fences shall not exceed one and three-fourths inch (1 ¾").
7. Pedestrian access gates shall comply with the above. Gates shall open outwards, away from the pool, and shall be self-closing, with self-latching devices. Release mechanisms less than fifty-four inches (54") from the bottom of the gate shall be located on the pool side, at least three inches (3") below the top of the gate. No opening greater than one-half inch (1/2") shall be allowed within eighteen inches (18") of the latch mechanism.
8. Where a wall of the dwelling serves as part of the barrier, an alarm is required to sound when the door(s) leading to the pool is opened. The alarm shall be equipped with a deactivation device (for a single door opening action) located at least fifty-four inches (54") above the threshold of the door. An alarm is not required when the pool is equipped with an approved power safety cover.
9. Ladders or steps to above-ground pools must also be enclosed by the above-described barrier.

The fee for the electrical permit is $25.00 for an above-ground pool, and $75 for an in-ground pool. The building permit fee is $8.00 per $1,000 (or a fraction thereof) of the estimated cost, with a minimum fee of $25.00.

If all the above are completed properly, the actual permit application process takes only a few minutes and the permit is usually issued in a few days. If, however, the above are not completed properly, delays can be expected. If other approvals are required (Zoning, Conservation, Etc.), these should be obtained prior to the building permit application and copies of any approval(s) should accompany the building permit application.
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